
ABOVE: Cornish visitors come to Porthcawl. 
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Bridgend & Porthcawl 




“Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 

TIM® auFM 9 § 
€®iniiiiSy ' 

Established 1983 


www.bridgend-today.co.ukwww.porthcawl-today.co.uk THURSDAY, MARCH 11TH, 2010 


Drink-driver jailed after 
best friend died in crash 


A MAESTEG 
drink-driver was 
jailed for six years 
on Tuesday for 
killing his best 
friend after down¬ 
ing nine pints of 
lager. 

Daniel Isherwood 
(22) was speeding 
when he lost control of 
his van and plunged 
50ft down a ravine. His 
close friend Lee Rose 
(21) was killed in the 
crash late at night. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that Isherwood 
was three times over 
the limit, after a heavy 


drinking session at 
Maesteg rugby club 
after a match. 

Prosecutor Ieuan 
Bennett said: “By 2am, 
he’d consumed nine 
pints of lager and made 
the unwise decision to 
drive home from the 
pub. 

“He was doing 
45mph in a 30mph 
zone when he hit the 
kerb, causing the van to 
career off the road and 
into a ravine. 

“Lee Rose was in the 
back of the two-seater 
Volkswagen van. There 
was no seat belt.” 

Isherwood gave a 


roadside breath test of 
117 micrograms of 
alcohol per 100 millil¬ 
itres breath. The legal 
limit is 35. The water 
treatment engineer 
admitted causing death 
by careless driving. 

Tim Evans, defend¬ 
ing, said Isherwood had 
been deeply affected by 
the Mr Rose’s death: 
“At one stage he lost 
his will to live." 

Isherwood, of Cwrt 
Coed Parc, Maesteg, 
was jailed for six years 
and disqualified from 
driving for 10 years. 

Judge Patrick Curran 
QC told him: “Driving 



Daniel Isherwood. 
that van at night, gross¬ 
ly intoxicated, you took 
his life away. There 
were a number of 
aggravating features in 
this case, including the 
grossly excessive 
amount of alcohol.” 


Councillors’ ‘basic’ 


pay is set to rise 
by four per cent 

(WITH A PENSION PLAN AS WELL!) 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


AS The GEM went 
to press, Bridgend 
borough council¬ 
lors were debating 
whether to accept a 
four per cent pay 
rise. 

The annual exercise 
arises because the 
Independent 
Remuneration Panel for 
Wales has set a new level 
of allowances for coun¬ 
cillors in Wales - and any 
decision to take the 
money had to be ratified 
at a full council meeting, 
which was taking place 
yesterday (Wednesday). 

The remuneration 
panel is planning to raise 
councillors’ basic 

allowance by more than 
£500 - from £13,356 to 
£13,868 - a rise of 3.98 
per cent. 

As there are 54 coun¬ 
cillors, the extra cost of 
this change in basic 
salary is £27,648 per 
year. 

There are also going to 
be changes to the special 
allowances for posts such 
as Leader and cabinet 
members. 

The Leader, Coun Mel 
Nott, will see his 

allowance rise to 

£38,139. That will be 
added to his basic salary 
of £13,868. 

The deputy leader’s 
allowance will be 

£22,537, and cabinet 
members will receive 
£17,336 . 

Those councillors who 
chair scrutiny commit¬ 


tees, and also the chair¬ 
persons of the develop¬ 
ment control, licensing, 
and audit committees, 
will receive £9,708. 

The leader of the 
largest opposition group 
will also receive £9,708 

Finally, the leaders of 
other political groups 
will get £4,161 - provid¬ 
ed their groups constitute 
no less than 10 per cent 
of the council member¬ 
ship - meaning that a 
group will need six mem¬ 
bers. 

The independent panel 
has determined that some 
posts will lose a Special 
Responsibility 
Allowance, and these are 
chairpersons of commit¬ 
tees other than scrutiny, 
planning, licensing and 
audit. All vice chairper¬ 
sons will also no longer 
get an allowance. 

However, a much big¬ 
ger cost implication is 
the panel’s recommenda¬ 
tion that councillors 
should be eligible to join 
the Local Government 
Pension Scheme. 

The panel notes that 
Bridgend is one of only 
two authorities in Wales 
where they cannot. 

The panel says that 
councillors aged under 
75 are eligible to join the 
scheme, and that their 
required contribution rate 
- should they decide to 
do so - is currently six 
per cent of salary. 

However, the employ¬ 


er’s contribution would 
be more than three times 
that, at 21 per cent. 

The maximum annual 
cost, says the report, is 
around £190,000 each 
year - if all councillors 
sign up. 

However, it was not 
easy to find a councillor 
who said that he or she 
would sign up. 

The Labour, 

Conservative and Lib- 
Dem group leaders all 
told The GEM that they 
would not join the pen¬ 
sion scheme. 

Coun Pat Hacking of 
the Conservatives said 
that her group would dis¬ 
cuss the issue just prior to 
the meeting, but that she 
would not be signing up. 

Coun Cheryl Green of 
the Lib-Dems said that 
when she was the Leader 
of BCBC, the issue had 
come up, and the Lib- 
Dems had opposed it. 

She said; “We are not 
employees of local gov¬ 
ernment. Many council¬ 
lors have jobs and have 
made their own pension 
arrangements. 

“We can’t keep taking 
money from a shrinking 
pot.” 

She added that the 
Lib-Dems would also be 
discussing the issue prior 
to the meeting. 

The Labour Leader, 
Coun Mel Nott, also told 
The GEM that he would 
not be joining the 
scheme. He said: “I 


won’t be joining the 
scheme, although per¬ 
haps if I were 25 years 
younger I might look at it 
differently.” 

However, he said that 
Labour would be voting 
in favour of giving coun¬ 
cillors the option. 

He explained: 

“Bridgend should no 
longer be the odd one 
out. 

“Also, some council¬ 
lors have to take a cut in 
salary when they take up 
a post with the council - 
and then they will lose 
out on pension contribu¬ 
tions. 

“Giving them the 
option will stop them los¬ 
ing out in that way.” 

Coun Nott will be 
passing up a sizeable 
pension pot. A council 
leader who does sign up 
for the scheme would 
have to contribute six per 
cent of his £52,007 salary 
- a sum of £3,120. 

However, the employ¬ 
er’s contribution to the 
pension fund is more, 
weighing in at 21 per 
cent - meaning that each 
year the Leader’s pension 
fund would grow by an 
extra £10,900. 

(Continued on page 9) 

STOIP IFiiEll 
AS The GEM went to 
press, it was confirmed 
that the council has 
passed the 3.98per cent 
pay rise. Councillors 
will also be able to join 
the pension scheme. 

(See next week for 
more details). 


Arts jobs could go 
as council looks at 
a ‘shared’ service’ 


ARTS provision in 
Bridgend county 
could become the 
responsibility of a 
body based outside 
the borough - with 
the council set to 
join with six other 
local authorities in a 
scheme that is 
designed to improve 
the system - and 
save 10 per cent of 
current costs. 

The idea, detailed in a 
report by Abigail Harris, 
the corporate director of 
wellbeing at Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) was considered 
and accepted by the 
BCBC cabinet on 
Tuesday (March 9). 

The new body, called 
‘Art Connect’ has been 
formed by BCBC, 
together with Blaenau 
Gwent, Caerphilly, 
Merthyr, 
Monmouthshire, 


Rhondda Cynon Taf and 
Torfaen, and it is being 
advised by the Arts 
Council of Wales, the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government and the 
Welsh Local 

Government Association. 

The report said that by 
sharing certain functions 
between the seven coun¬ 
cils, a £70,000 saving 
could be made by BCBC 
- although no details are 
yet available. 

Ironically, a much 
more ambitious version 
of this scheme appears to 
have hit the buffers. 

The South-East Wales 
Shared Services Project 
has been looking for 
some time at ways of 
making savings in high- 
spending areas such as 
human resources or edu¬ 
cation. 

In fact, Bridgend has 
been the lead authority in 
this scheme, but state¬ 
ments this week suggest 
that councils have been 
unable to agree a way 


forward.Savings, appar¬ 
ently, could be made, but 
the initial investment 
needed was a major fac¬ 
tor in the collapse of the 
project. 

The much more mod¬ 
est ‘Arts Connect’ idea 
talks about “...a single 
shared arts service as the 
preferred model”. 

However, it says that 
the situation may be 
complicated because dif¬ 
ferent councils spend dif¬ 
ferent amounts on the 
arts. 

It does appear, howev¬ 
er, that the cuts could 
lead to job losses. The 
report says: “It is 
inevitable that in seeking 
savings of approximately 
10 per cent across the 
participating local 
authorities, that staff sav¬ 
ings will be required and 
some redundancies may 
be necessary. 

“The detail of the pro¬ 
posed staff structure is 
still being formulated.” 

The benefits outlined 


in the report are more 
than a little vague, 
including: “A new seam¬ 
less single service design 
and management struc¬ 
ture”, and an “Improved 
level of engagement with 
local people and commu¬ 
nities” 

However, there is a 
more specific section that 
talks about: “Co-ordinat¬ 
ed services such as single 
regional artistic program¬ 
ming, marketing, box 
office, events team, 
approach to sponsorship 
and external funding, 
technical support, single 
administration, IT, HR, 
finance and quality and 
performance standards.” 

A spokesman for 
BCBC said: “The report 
to cabinet recommends 
agreeing in principle to 
the establishment of a 
regional shared service 
for the arts within south¬ 
east Wales.” 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Fayres » 

Aberavon Shopping Centre^ 

Includes Bridal Catwalk 
Fashion Show - 1.00pm 
Saturday, 13th March, 2010 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Special Offer! 



Caerphilly Castle 

Caerphilly 
Tel. 01443 336106 
Sunday, 11th April, 2010 
11.00 am - 4.00 pm 




The Great House 

Laleston, Bridgend 
Tel. 01656 657644 
Sunday, 18th April, 2010 
11.00 am - 4.00 pm 



New for Spring/Summer 2010 

Millenniu m Centre, Cardiff 

I Includes 3 Bridal Catwalks 

■ Sunday, 9th May, 2010 

■ Admission £2.50 
11.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Free admission (excl Wales Millennium Centre) 

Many prizes to be won! 

If you require any details please 
contact the individual hotels or e-mail 

jamie @ eternitywithlove.co.uk 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 


A bottle of House 
Wine and 2 Taoas 


Only £ 12 ." (j 
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RAPE: SWEEPING AWAY SOME OF 
THE MYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS 


T HEREare 
few offences 
more odious 
than rape and sex¬ 
ual assault; while 
many people may 
feel uncomfortable 
reading this article, 
it is important that 
we recognise the 
seriousness of this 
crime and that we 
work together to 
ensure a higher 
conviction rate. 

With 10,000 women 
sexually assaulted and 
2,000 raped every week 
in the UK, and with 
around a third of all 
rapes recorded by the 
police being committed 
against children under 
16 years old, investiga¬ 
tion and prosecution of 
sexual crimes remain a 
top priority for the 
police, Crown 
Prosecution Service 
(CPS) and government. 

The CPS Wales 
Group recently held a 
rape prosecution semi¬ 
nar for all rape special¬ 
ists and investigators at 
the National Museum of 
Wales and invited me to 
open the event. 

The other speakers 
included a forensic 
gynaecologist, forensic 
science service, an inde¬ 


pendent sexual violence 
advisor for children and 
a psychiatrist. 

The purpose of the 
event was to reinforce 
the RASSO (rape and 
serious sexual offences) 
training and give spe¬ 
cialists the opportunity 
to reflect upon and con¬ 
solidate their practice. 

In recent years, there 
has been a small but 
steady increase in con¬ 
viction rates in rape and 
sexual assault cases. 

Overall, only 6 per 
cent of rapes reported to 
the police result in a 
conviction. This is the 
highest conviction rate 
for 10 years, and is 50 
per cent higher than it 
was in 1997 - but even 
so, it is unacceptably 
low and must continue 
to rise. 

The figure for sexual 
assault prosecutions is 
better, with 37 per cent 
of cases brought result¬ 
ing in conviction for 
sexual assault and 59 
per cent of cases 
brought for sexual 
assault resulting in con¬ 
viction for rape or 
another offence. 

Nonetheless, since 95 
per cent of rape and 
sexual assault cases 
aren’t even reported to 
the police, there is 
clearly still a lot of 
work to be done. 


Foodbank 
and Fairtrade 
join forces 



ABOVE: Ann Lewis of Bridgend 
Quakers presents Gerald Manners, 
of Bridgend Foodbank, with a 
hamper of Fairtrade products. 

TO mark Fairtrade Fortnight, Bridgend 
Quakers decided to combine their regular 
support for Bridgend Foodbank with sup¬ 
porting the Fairtrade campaign. 

“Two years ago, Bridgend town caught up with 
Porthcawl in gaining Fairtrade status. The next chal¬ 
lenge is for Bridgend county borough to become a 
Fairtrade county. We hope this will be achieved in 
the very near future with Parc Prison as our flagship 
local Fairtrade employer,” a spokeswoman 
explained. 

“To date, 18 Welsh counties have achieved 
Fairtrade status, with Wales being the first country in 
the world to have achieved that status.” 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 

on what needs to be 
done to tackle one of 
society’s most odious 
crimes 



We need to examine 
some of the historical 
reasons for low report¬ 
ing and prosecution, 
before highlighting how 
the government is con¬ 
tinuing to tackle the 
problem. 

There are countless 
myths surrounding rape 
that have dogged socie¬ 
ty for many years. The 
most common is that 
rape occurs between 
strangers in dark alleys, 
or that some people 
‘bring it upon them¬ 
selves’, or that only 
women and gay men get 
raped. Such ideas are 
untrue and extremely 
unhelpful. 

The majority of sexu¬ 
al assaults are commit¬ 
ted by persons known to 
the victim (over half are 
committed by spouses 
or partners; only 8 per 
cent are committed by 
strangers), and sexual 
crimes can be commit¬ 
ted against anyone, irre¬ 
spective of whether they 
are male or female, 
young or old. 

Previously, however, 
legislation relating to 
rape and sexual assault 
was too often grounded 
in such false ideas and 
failed to enable success¬ 
ful prosecution in many 
cases. 


It is important to 
understand what is real¬ 
ly happening and to cre¬ 
ate systems and laws 
that actually make a dif¬ 
ference in reducing sex¬ 
ual crime. To do this, 
the government has to 
address some of the 
causes of low reporting 
and conviction rates in 
sexual crime cases. 

In 2003, the Sexual 
Offences Act 2003, 
expanded the scope of 
sexual offences to 
include online ‘groom¬ 
ing’ and ‘date-rape’ 
offences, as well as 
extending the available 
punishments. 

One of the ways to 
increase convictions is 
to provide specialist 
support to victims of 
sexual crimes from the 
time of the assault 
through to trial. In order 
to achieve this, a num¬ 
ber of sexual assault 
referral centres 
(SARCs) have been 
established across the 
UK, including five in 
south Wales. 

The centres are a 
‘one-stop’ location, 
where victims of sexual 
assault can receive med¬ 
ical care and coun¬ 
selling, whilst at the 
same time having the 
opportunity to assist the 


MP was ‘horrified’ 
by evidence of 
human trafficking 


MADELEINE 
MOON, MP for 
Bridgend, was ‘horri¬ 
fied’ by facts unveiled 
at a major exhibition 
in Parliament on 
human trafficking. 

Organised by Anthony 
Steen MP, Chair of the 
All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Trafficking of 
Women and Children, it 
depicted the reality of 
modern slavery in the 
UK, and included a 
reproduction of a typical 
kitchen and a bedroom, 
where trafficked victims 
face domestic slavery 
and sexual exploitation. 

It included a film 
explaining how child 
trafficking takes place in 
the UK and told of chil¬ 
dren trafficked for sexual 
exploitation, forced 


labour and forced crimi¬ 
nal activities. 

Mrs Moon comment¬ 
ed: “No one seeing this 
exhibition could fail to 
be horrified by the hor¬ 
rors faced by these 
women and children. 

“The fact that the slav¬ 
ery takes place in ordi¬ 
nary towns like ours and 
in ordinary streets must 
wake us all up to our 
responsibility to be vigi¬ 
lant and report any con¬ 
cerns to the police. 

“I was heartened to 
hear about the excellent 
work that organisations 
such as ECPAT UK are 
doing to tackle human 
trafficking. 

“This appalling form of 
modern-day slavery and 
exploitation must be 
stamped out.” 


police investigation into 
alleged offences, includ¬ 
ing the facilities for a 
high standard of foren¬ 
sic examination. 

For victims, referral 
centres help reduce the 
stress of dealing with 
what’s happening to 
them. 

They can, if they 
wish, receive emer¬ 
gency contraception and 
be screened for sexually 
transmitted infections. 

Victims who receive 
good immediate care 
and counselling are 
found to recover more 
steadily, and are less 
likely to need ongoing 
counselling and long¬ 
term mental health care. 

The government is 
committed to increasing 
the number of SARCs 
and plans to have one in 
each of the 43 UK 
police forces by 2011. 

Good laws and well- 
equipped centres need 
equally well-trained 
staff, and therefore 
resources have been 
given to training police 
officers and other key 
workers in how to 
recognise and respond 
when faced with victims 
of sexual crime. 

This is especially 
important in increasing 
the number of reported 
sexual crimes - people 
should feel confident 
that they will be listened 
to and offered the 
appropriate support at 
all stages of the investi¬ 
gation and prosecution. 

In order to further 
achieve this, the govern¬ 


ment has recently allo¬ 
cated additional funding 
to charities working 
with victims of sexual 
crime, including £1.6 
million to Survivors 
Trust and Rape Crisis. 

More work also 
needs to be done to 
address the concerns of 
people coming forward 
and to ensure that the 
system is as good as it 
can be. With that in 
mind, the government 
commissioned a report 
by Baroness Stern that 
is due to be published 
soon. 

The report has been 
tasked with examining 
the responses of all pub¬ 
lic authorities to rape 
complaints, and with 
discovering how more 
victims can be encour¬ 
aged to report - particu¬ 
larly by increasing vic¬ 
tim and witness confi¬ 
dence and satisfaction in 
the process, from com¬ 
plaint to conviction. 

Sexual crimes have 
an horrific effect on vic¬ 
tims, and we need to 
ensure that our society 
protects and helps peo¬ 
ple through their ordeal. 

I was proud to launch 
the Cardiff conference 
and proud to address 
the professionals who 
support and assist vic¬ 
tims - and use their 
skills and expertise to 
find and prosecute the 
perpetrators. 

We all owe them a 
debt of thanks that they 
do not flinch from fac¬ 
ing the horror of this 
crime. 


Charity music night 

THERE will be a music night featuring all 
the hits of the 1980s in Porthcawl on 
Friday, March 26. 

On the ‘turntable ’ will be local DJ Rob Owen, and 
it all takes place at the Grand Pavilion (doors open 
at 7pm). 

All profits on the night will go to charity. Tickets 
are available from the box office on 01656 815995. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 18) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

11 

Thur 

03.20 

7.5 

15.58 

7.6 

12 

Fri 

04.18 

8.1 

16.49 

8.2 

13 

Sat 

04.59 

8.6 

17.26 

8.7 

14 

Sun 

05.36 

9.0 

18.02 

8.9 

15 

Mon 

06.16 

9.3 

18.31 

9.3 

16 

Tues 

06.47 

9.5 

19.03 

9.4 

17 

Wed 

07.17 

9.6 

19.33 

9.5 

18 

Thur 

07.48 

9.7 

20.12 

9.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide tablespecific to their location. 


LOCAL INFOIMATIOM 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417. Constituency 
office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. Open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 12pm 
(by appointment only). Telephone 01656 750002. 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 1JD 01656 654951 - Open: Monday: 10am 
to 2pm - information only; Tuesday to Friday: 

10am to 12.30pm - advice sessions. Tuesday to 
Friday 12.30pm to 1.30pm - information only. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Dr inkl ine 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 

men, women and families in need 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 643643; 
(homelessness) 01656 643643. 

EDUCATION 01656 643643 

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752/668090. 

Bridgend and District NHS Trust 
01656 752752/668090. 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Cornelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 01656 670251 
Coychurch Higher Comm Council 01656 863418 
Coychurch Lower Comm Council 01656 647216 
Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Comm Council 01656 720086 
Llangynwyd Middle Comm Council 01656 738804 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Comm Council 01446 750663. 
Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Comm Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 
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The Sandville’s new 
education centre will 
be lasting memorial 
to ex-patient Adam 



ABOVE: Adam’s son, Emil, performed the opening ceremony. Also in the picture 
are Sister Gwyneth Poacher, Eileen Bell (Adam’s mother), his wife Kate 
and daughter Bethan, Rev Irving Hamer, Sandville volunteers Simon Miinger 
and Monica Wilkinson. (Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 


THE Sandville Self-Help 
Centre in Ton Kenfig has 
added to its facilities, fol¬ 
lowing a donation made by 
the family of a former 
patient. 

The cost of the cabin hous¬ 
ing a new education centre has 
been donated to the Sandville 
by the Bell family in memory 


of the late Adam Bell. 

The fittings and furniture 
for the centre have been donat¬ 
ed by Western Logs of Port 
Talbot. 

The centre, which will be 
called the ‘The Adam Bell’s 
Education Centre’ was dedi¬ 
cated by the Rev Irving Hamer, 
Vicar of Roath St Martin, 
Cardiff, and a former chaplain 


of Sandville. 

The manager of the 
Sandville, Gary Banks, told 
The GEM: “Adam was a 
young man who was a cancer 
patient and a regular visitor 
over a number of years. 

“He was a lovely person, and 
we were all so sad when he lost 
his fight with the disease.” 


Porthcawl does 
its bit on World 
Kidney Day 


THE Porthcawl 
committee of 
KRUF (Kidney 
Research for Wales 
Foundation) 
worked hard to 
prepare for World 
Kidney Day (today, 
March 11). 

The committee of 
KRUF hold various 
events during the year to 
raise awareness of kid¬ 
ney disease and how to 
avoid it. They also raise 
funds to support kidney 
treatment as well as rais¬ 
ing awareness of the 
need for kidney donors. 

Their message on 
World Kidney Day is to 
be aware of your ‘amaz¬ 
ing kidneys’. The main 
job of the kidneys is to 
remove toxins and 
excess water from the 


Charity 

performance 

THERE will be a 
performance of 
‘Crucifixion and 
Ascension’ by Fred 
Peace (with guest 
soloists) on 
Monday, March 29 
at 7.15pm in All 
Saints Church 
Porthcawl. 

Admission free; retir¬ 
ing collection for Haiti 
and Father Pat Cashin’s 
cows for Africa appeal. 


blood. Kidneys also help 
to control our blood 
pressure, to produce red 
blood cells and to keep 
our bones healthy. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“We would encourage 
everyone to think on 
World Kidney Day about 
this amazing organ. 

Keep your blood pres¬ 
sure low by keeping fit 
and active, maintain a 
low fat low salt diet and 
don’t smoke. 

“If you are diabetic, 
keep control of your 
sugar levels, as more 
than half of people with 
diabetes will develop 
kidney damage. 

“Treat your kidneys 
right and they will take 
care of you.” 

The Porthcawl branch 
of KRUF would like 
supporters to take part in 
the annual Porthcawl 5k 
Walk for Life. 

This will take place 
on Sunday, March 28 
starting at the ‘Seagull 
Inn’ off West Park Drive 
at 11am (Registration 
from 10.30am). 

Entry is by sponsor¬ 
ship form or £3 payment 
on the day (children 
under-12 free). 

For more information 
or sponsorship forms, 
contact Jean Schofield 
on 01656 786669. 


County young 
musicians face 
off in Margam 


THERE are entrants 
from Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough taking 
part in Margam 
Abbey’s annual 

‘Young Musician of 
the Year’ competi¬ 
tion, today 

(Thursday, March 
11) at 7pm. 

Tickets can be pur¬ 
chased on the door for £5 
(£3 concessions), with 
free parking available at 
the Orangery in Margam 
Park. 

The finalists include 
four local students and 


each will be performing a 
15-minute musical pro¬ 
gramme. 

The finalists include: 
Elizabeth Hunt (clarinet) 

- Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School; 
Jacob Curtis (alto saxo¬ 
phone) - Archbishop 
McGrath RC School; 
Luke Millard (cello) - 
Ysgol Gyfun Ystalyfera; 
Samantha 
Thalayasingam (soprano) 

- Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School; 
Stephan Ulberini (bari¬ 
tone) - Archbishop 
McGrath. 


Police step in to 
put stop to anti¬ 
social behaviour 

POLICE have clamped down on anti¬ 
social behaviour by young people gath¬ 
ered outside the Courthouse youth project 
in Maesteg. 

PC David Rees told Maesteg Town Council that 
complaints had been made by some residents of 
Station Street about the nuisance they were suffer¬ 
ing. 

He said that it was flagged up as a priority in 
PACT meetings and as a result, the management of 
the building have taken measures to deal with prob¬ 
lems, and there had been an improvement in the sit¬ 
uation. 

Coun Colin Teesdale said that it was the persist¬ 
ence of the residents in tackling the disturbance they 
were suffering that brought matters to a head. 

But PC Rees said that police had reacted quickly 
to sort out the problem. He reported: “We acted early 
to stop problems accelerating. It did not come to a 
head, because we acted early. We did not have a lot 
of people complaining.” 


^ CHARITY STALWARTS 
ARE HONOURED! 



Two stalwarts of the 
Bridgend branch of 
the Arthritis 
Research Campaign 
(now known as arc) 
were recently pre¬ 
sented with gold 
awards in recogni¬ 
tion of more than 40 
years service to the 
charity. 

Coun Edith Hughes, 
the branch secretary, 
and Mrs Valerie 
Manning, the branch 
founder and chair¬ 
person, were pre¬ 
sented with their 
awards in Cardiff 
by the Duke of 
Gloucester. 


Wife’s cancer battle 
inspires rise of 
community spirit! 


RIGHT: 
Gerda Teague, a 
shaved Andy Parks 
and Julie Parks 
have proved that 
life’s trials can he 
turned round and 
become a force for 
good . 


Maesteg news 

IN BRIEF 


THE new street serving 
the housing develop¬ 
ment behind Salisbury 
Road, Maesteg, is to be 
called Bryn Rhedyn. 

The suggestion put 
forward by the developer 
has been supported by 
Maesteg Town Council. 
The name still has to be 
approved by the Royal 
Mail and Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 

MAESTEG Town 
Council has decided to 
continue to receive 
information about 
planning applications 
in document form. 

They were asked to 
take part in a six-month 
trial to have the informa¬ 
tion sent electronically 
but this was rejected. 
LANDSCAPE 
improvements are to be 
carried out at three 
sites along the route of 
the Upper Llynfi Valley 
cycle route between 
Maesteg and Caerau. 

The improvements, on 
council-owned land, will 
take place east of the 
new comprehensive 
school; at the river 
crossing in Nantyffyllon 
and at the entrance to the 
new Caerau Primary 
School. 

THE Llynfi Valley Self 
Help Group has been 
given £200 by Maesteg 
Town Council towards 
the cost of running a 
bus to Sandville Court 
each Thursday. 

A GRANT of £200 has 
been made by Maesteg 
Town Council to 
Maesteg Amateur 
Boxing Club, which has 
more than 30 youngsters 
attending every night. 
THE charity Home- 
Start, which helps fam¬ 
ilies throughout 
Bridgend, is to get a 
£250 grant from 


Maesteg Town Council. 

The charity helps 90 
families and 30 of them 
are in Maesteg. The 
money will go towards 
taking families and chil¬ 
dren on a summer trip. 

A POLICE initiative to 
take children on out¬ 
ward bound trips in the 
school holidays is to get 
a £100 cash boost from 
Maesteg Town Council. 
A SCHEME to provide 
lights for the bikes of 
kids in Caerau, which is 
being run by police as 
part of a bike safety 
project, will get £100 
from Maesteg Town 
Council towards the cost 
of providing the lights. 
On-going difficulties in 
using public footpaths 
in the Cwmdu area 
have again been 
reported to Maesteg 
Town Council. 

A resident reported 
that he had been denied 
access by one of the 
landowners. The council 
is to ask BCBC for a 
report on the progress 
being made in getting 
the footpaths in this area 
opened up to walkers. 
ATTEMPTS are being 
made to have the steps 
which link Commercial 
Street with Church 
Street, Maesteg, adopt¬ 
ed by BCBC. 

The condition of these 
steps, which are in fre¬ 
quent use by pedestrians, 
is causing concern and 
the town council would 
like them adopted as a 
right of way so that they 
can be cleaned and 
maintained. They have 
never been adopted by 
the borough council. 

It will be necessary to 
get 20 people to sign a 
form stating that they 
have used these steps for 
a number of years. 



REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


WHEN Julie Parks 
had to undergo a 
fierce course of 
chemotherapy and 
learned she was 
going to lose her 
hair, it set off a 
chain of events 
which proved that 
in the darkest 
moments, good can 
still shine through. 

For Julie (47) who 
won a battle with breast 
cancer four and a half 
years ago, it seemed a 
cruel twist when she was 
diagnosed with the dis¬ 
ease a second time, but 
the Parks family are 
made of stern stuff. 

Julie explained: “Due 
to the course of 
chemotherapy, I am 
going to lose my hair, 
and my husband Andy, 
knew that it would be 
hard for me, decided to 
support me. 

“He said: ‘If you’re 
losing your hair, then I 
am, too!’ and shaved his 
head. 

“He is going to remain 
bald until the end of my 
treatment in May.” 

Not only that, Julie’s 
82-year-old mother 
Gerda and Andy, keen to 
do something to support 
those going through a 
similar experience to 
Julie, have combined to 
raise more than £1,100 
for Macmillan Cancer 
Care. 

“My mother Gerda 
canvassed the estate 
where we live in St 
Athan, which includes 
Rectory Drive, Tathan 
Crescent, St Michael’s 
Close and Roberts Close, 
to raise funds. 

“Steve Jenkins, the 
staff and customers at 
Londis, along with 


Chapel Surgery staff and 
patients in the village 
also helped, and Gerda 
raised more than £550. 
That’s not bad for a near¬ 
ly 83-year-old! 

“Andy also set up a 
website and the dona¬ 
tions from that have 
meant that the original 
target has been well and 
truly exceeded. 

““I’d like to thank the 
local community for 
being so supportive.” 

Julie’s son Chris, and 
his girlfriend Kate, both 
22, plan to take part in 
the Cardiff half marathon 
on behalf of Macmillan 
this summer, and Chris 
said: 

“The family hoped to 
get about £300 - we 
never expectedto get to 
more than £1,100!” 

Julie found out that the 
breast cancer had 
returned during an annu¬ 
al check up. 

Fortunately, because 
the diagnosis was quick 
the cancer has been con¬ 
tained, and Julie’s treat¬ 
ment at Velindre and the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital in Bridgend is 
going according to plan. 

Julie talks philosophi¬ 
cally of the experience: 
“I think of the cancer 
returning being rather 
like a naughty child who 
you’ve put to bed, but 
who gets up again and 
you have to tell them to 
go back to bed.” 

The current total 
raised so far is 
£1,123.60. 

Anyone wishing to 
support the Parks fami¬ 
ly’s efforts can log on to 
www.justgiving.com/and 
y-parks. 
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Royal visitor is told 
about the good work 
of local carers centre 



DORIS 
DALLIMORE of 
Bridgend Carers 
Centre met Princess 
Anne at a unique 
event for those who 
work with and sup¬ 
port unpaid carers 
in Wales. 

The Princess Royal 
attended a debate at the 
Hilton, Cardiff, on 
February 25 between key 
figures in the Welsh 
Assembly, the NHS, 
social services and the 
voluntary sector - which 
includes The Princess 
Royal Trust for Carers’ 
Centres. It looked at 
ways organisations can 
work together to improve 
life for carers. 

It was the first time 
that she had attended a 
policy debate of this kind 
in Wales. Guests includ¬ 
ed Ruth Marks, Older 
Peoples Commissioner 
for Wales; Gwenda 
Thomas, Deputy 

Minister for Health and 
Social Services; and Dr 
Lyndon Miles, vice-chair 
of Betsi Cadwaladr 
University Health Board. 


There are more than 
347,000 unpaid carers 
and young carers in 
Wales, looking after fam¬ 
ily or friends who cannot 
manage without their 
help because of illness, 
frailty, disability, or men¬ 
tal health or substance 
misuse problems. 

Unpaid carers are the 
largest source of care and 
support in Wales and 
they need information, 
help, respect and recog¬ 
nition from professionals 
and decision makers to 
help them in their caring 
role. 

Bridgend Carers 


Centre supports carers by 
providing information on 
a wide range of topics, 
including local organisa¬ 
tions, specific conditions 
and finding specialist 
services. 

It also ensures that 
carers’ voices are part of 
the local decision making 
process. 

Doris Dallimore 
reported: “The debate 
highlighted the positive 
outcomes for carers from 
good practice in partner¬ 
ship working, such as we 
have in the Bridgend 
area, and the need to 
ensure this not only con¬ 


tinues but increases in 
the future. 

“As one carer recently 
told the Carers Centre 
staff - after not knowing 
where to turn when no- 
one seemed to be listen¬ 
ing, it was wonderful to 
have the support of 
someone who not only 
listened, but was able to 
guide us through a very 
difficult time, put us in 
touch with the right peo¬ 
ple and show us the light 
at the end of the tunnel.” 

To find out more about 
the work of Bridgend 
Carers Centre, telephone 
01656 658479. 


‘Barnardo’s is brilliant 
at matching children to 
right family’ says carer 



ABOVE: 

Lively Lewis (centre) loves spending time with 
Maria, Francesca, Anthony and Joshua. 


WHEN a young 
couple were warned 
by doctors that their 
youngest child 
could be born deaf 
or disabled after 
mum Francesca 
caught chicken pox 
in the early stages of 
her pregnancy, they 
didn’t realise it 
would lead to them 
looking after more 
children! 

Anthony and 

Francesca Price had an 
anxious six-month wait 
before Maria was born 
prematurely, but in a per¬ 
fectly healthy condition. 

Yet, it was this experi¬ 
ence that prompted the 
couple with a new born 
baby and an older child 
Joshua to consider, tak¬ 
ing on the challenge of 
becoming short break 
foster carers for children 
with additional needs. 

Francesca explained: 
“It was the longest six 
months of our lives but 
we felt so blessed to have 
had two healthy children 
that we wanted to give 
something back. 

“Not long after Maria 
was born, I saw a 
Barnardo’s advert look¬ 
ing for short break carers 
and I spoke to my hus¬ 
band Anthony about it. 
He used to work for 
Scope and worked with 
adults with learning diffi¬ 
culties and he said yes 
straight away. 

“It took about a year to 
do the preparation course 
and then we were linked 
to a lovely boy with 
Down’s Syndrome. 


“Joshua was three 
years old at the time and 
Maria was one and they 
both adored him, but he 
is a teenager now and he 
has moved on to another 
link family who have 
children closer to his 
age.” 

But the couple, who 
live in Barry, have con¬ 
tinued to support 
Bamardo’s 

Francesca said: “For 
the past two years we 
have been linked to 
Lewis, who is turning 
eight and is closer in age 
to Joshua, aged eight, 
and Maria who is six. 

“He comes to stay 
with us overnight about 
every third weekend and 
we are hoping to make 
that into weekend visits 
where he stays for two 
nights. 

“Lewis is a happy, lit¬ 


tle chappy and fits in as 
part of the family. When 
he comes to stay we do 
the usual things we like 
to do with our own chil¬ 
dren. 

“For example, this 
week we are going to the 
cinema and then we 
might go for a walk in the 
park. Lewis also loves 
baking, arts and crafts, or 
going out on the scooter 
- all the things children 
enjoy doing. 

“I know it sounds self¬ 
ish but we have gained a 
lot from the project. 

“It is really nice to feel 
that you are helping, but 
really the child just fits in 
with your lifestyle so it 
doesn’t really demand 
any extra time or effort. 

“Bamardo’s is brilliant 
in making sure they 
match a child to a family 
perfectly. 


“Our children have 
benefited from the 
Barnardo’s family link 
project too, having 
grown up around chil¬ 
dren with additional 
needs, it has given them a 
different perspective, so 
they see beyond the dis¬ 
ability.” 

Francesca added: “I 
think anyone who is con¬ 
sidering becoming a 
short break carer should 
definitely go for it. 

“We do build up a 
good relationship with a 
link child’s parents, so 
they know they can rely 
on and tmst us. That’s 
important.” 

If you would like to 
learn more about becom¬ 
ing a link carer for a dis¬ 
abled child, call 
Barnardo’s Cymru 
Community Links project 
on 029 2057 1910. 


Porthcawl poetry evening 
has a competitive edge... 



THE Stage Door in 
the Grand Pavilion 
hosted a ‘Poetry 
Slam’ last week - a 
competitve night for 
poets to read their 
own work. 

A healthy total of 16 
aspiring poets took to the 
stage, with some coming 
from as far afield as 
Cardiff. 

There were different 
types of poems, ranging 
from the sad to the satiri¬ 
cal, and equally different 
styles of presentation. 

The poets were intro¬ 
duced and encouraged by 
If or Thomas, and and the 
judges were Porthcawl’s Robert 
Minhinnick and Ammanford’s Dafydd 
Wyn. 

In his adjudication, Dafydd Wyn 
congratulated Dominique Spearey on 
one poem in particular, a satire on 
modern communication. 

He also had encouraging words for 
Huw Nicholas, for an hilarious poem 


ABOVE: 

Rhian Edwards is congratulated by judges 
Robert Minhinnick and Dafydd Wyn (right). 

detailing an erotic obsession with a TV 
weather girl. 

The winner however, was Rhian 
Edwards, a Bridgend poet who has 
recently moved back to the area, and 
who was the only one to deliver her 
poem from memory. 

RIGHT: 

Rhian Edwards. 


PENYBONT TAKE THE PRIZE FOR 
‘BEST-DRESSED’ CHRISTMAS TREE 



IN BRIEF 


Included in the photograph are the Rev 
Michael Komor, Mary Phillips and Jane 
Harding, of Nolton Church Sunday School. 


Concert benefits 
two charities 

THE Porthcawl Choral Society is holding 
an Easter concert featuring guests 
soloists, and the work performed will be 
‘Crucifixion and Ascension’ by Fred W 
Peace. 

The concert takes place on Monday, March 29, at 
7.15pm in All Saints’ Church, Porthcawl. 

Entry is free, but donations can be made to the 
Haiti and Pat Cashin appeals. 

Open day at 
Garw railway 

THE Garw Valley Railway is holding an 
open day at the Pontycymer Shed on 
Good Friday (April 2) and Easter 
Saturday (April 3) lpm-4pm. 

The miniature railway will be in operation, the 
shed will be open for viewing restoration progress, 
and rolling stock and a small model railway display 
will be on show. 

Light refreshments will be available. A small 
admission fee applies. 

No to an extra 
Port Talbot bus 

THERE is to be no half-hourly bus service 
to Port Talbot, Maesteg Town Council has 
been told. 

Councillors asked if First Cymru intended to run 
this service alongside the newly-reinstated X3 
Maesteg to Swansea service, which goes each hour 
via Port Talbot. 

However, when the council contacted the firm, 
they said that there were no plans to have a half- 
hourly bus to Port Talbot to complement the 
Swansea service. 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
was delighted to 
present the prizes to 
the winners of the 
Nolton Church 
Christmas tree com¬ 
petition. 

She said: “This year’s 
Christmas Tree entries 
filled the church and 
were excellent, evoking 
memories of Christmas 
past and of an ‘eco 
future’. My congratula¬ 
tions go to everyone who 


entered the competition 
for their inspiration and 
hard work. 

“My overall winner 
was the Christmas tree 
by Penybont Primary 
School, who received a 
cheque for £50.” 

Heronsbridge School 
was the main recipient of 
the funds raised (£1,000) 
and prizes of £25 were 
given to Nolton Church 
Sunday School, the 
Young Carers and Cefn 
Glas Infants School. 


MP’S SURGERY 


OGMORE MP Huw Irranca-Davies will be 
holding a surgery in the Ogmore Valley on 
the afternoon of Friday, March 19. 

This surgery will be by appointment only. To 
make an appointment and find out further details, 
telephone the MP’s constituency office and advice 
centre on 01656 737777. 


Read your GEM online: 

bridgend-today.co.uk or 
porthcawl-today. co. uk 


All joinery products 

made the way you want them... 

• Doors • Windows • Kitchens 



• Bedrooms • Mouldings • Hand-made Furniture 
Fully insured for your peace of mind 


GLYNN SEWELL JOINERY LTD 


With over 15 years experience, we have furnished many houses, 
hotels, hospitals and schools with excellent fixtures, fittings and 
fitted mouldings. No project is too big or small and all items are indi¬ 
vidually custom made. You can confidently rely on us to deliver a first 
class product with a price to match. 

01446 421112 07813 840926/07973 530073 


e-mail: info@gsjoinery.net 
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Pupils learn about worldwide 
Rotary clubs’ polio campaign 



CHILDREN at a local school had the 
chance recently to discover what Rotary 
clubs around the world are doing to wipe 
out the scourge of polio. 

St. John’s School has an Interact group (the junior 
version of Rotary) whose chairman is Dan Shearer 
and treasurer Bethanie Denyer. 

Working with their elders in Porthcawl Rotary 
Club, the pupils organised a ‘Purple Pinkie Day’, 
where pupils were encouraged to donate £1 each 
towards the ‘Thanks for Life; End Polio Now’ cam¬ 
paign. 

On behalf of Porthcawl Rotary, Bobby Lewis, 
Howard John, Jean Scofield and Tudor Ralph helped 
supervise the event. 

Each child then had an index finger nail painted, 
because in the Third World that is the method used 
to show that a child has received the polio vaccine. 

Since 1985, Rotary clubs around the world have 
raised £545 million to fund vaccinations, but 
Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan still have 
provinces where polio is found. 

Now, the Bill Gates Foundation has pledged 355 
million US dollars to kick-start a final push to rid the 
world of polio but Rotary has to raise another 200 
million dollars. 

Mrs. Helen Evans is the school Interact co-ordi- 
nator and together with Mrs Christina Farmer who 
organised the catering, the school Interact group 
made pink smoothies for all the children who had 
received their ‘vaccination’. 

‘Nurse’ Karen Bessell, assisted by intern Bobby 
Lewis, applied the coloured finger treatment to the 
pupils before they were allowed to proceed to the 
smoothies bar. 



Eight new jobs 
are Created 


at Blaengarw 


CREATION 
Development Trust 
has added eight new 
jobs for young peo¬ 
ple in the county 
borough to its staff 
at Blaengarw 
Workmen’s Hall. 

The new posts have 
been funded by the 
Future Jobs Fund, run by 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions in partner¬ 
ship with the Department 
for Communities and 
Local Government and 
with input from 
Jobcentre Plus. 

The fund aims to cre¬ 
ate 170,000 jobs, for 18- 
24 year olds who have 
been out of work for 
nearly a year. 

The trust has also cre¬ 
ated a new post through 
government funding, in 
partnership with 

Groundwork Bridgend 
Neath Port Talbot and 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council. 

Creation’s chief exec¬ 
utive Dawn Davies said: 


“We are delighted to be 
able to create new jobs 
for young local people at 
a time when the economy 
has made finding work 
incredibly difficult for a 
generation of young 
adults. 

“Creation is keen to 
support these individuals 
by developing their exist¬ 
ing skills and giving 
them confidence and 
experience in the jobs 
market, while in return 
receiving an enthusiastic 
and motivated team to 
assist our core staff in our 
day-to-day activities.” 

The posts are all fund¬ 
ed for six months, at 
which time Creation will 
help individuals into per¬ 
manent work, she added. 

The new recruits are 
Matthew Griffiths, 
Nikitta Williams, Rhys 
Morgan, Nathan 

Hawkins, Toni 

Washington, Kirstie 
Daniels, Christopher 
Hudd and Gavin 
McKenna. 


Bridgend pupils 
take gymnastics 
team award - for 
the third time! 



ABOVE: THE WINNING TEAM. 


YSGOL Cynwyd 
Sant pupils have 
scooped the top 
team prize at the 
National Urdd 
Gymnastics 
Championships. 

The school has won 
the award three times in 
the past four years, 
reclaiming the title after 
dropping to second place 
last year. The team was 
made up of: Tia Rose 
Goodridge and Bethan 
Rawle, age 11; Chloe 


Pearce and Nikki Brace, 
both age 10; nine-year 
olds Kira James, Morgan 
Hart and Mia Maddok; 
Mali Bird, 8. The only 
boy on the team was 
nine-year old Ellis Darks. 

Headteacher Tegwen 
Ellis, said: “This is great 
news for Ysgol Cynwyd 
Sant - especially as we 
have managed to secure 
first place again. Each 
member of the team is 
extremely dedicated and 
their hard work has really 
paid off.” 


This achievement fol¬ 
lows Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s work 
with the Sports Council 
for Wales and Welsh 
Gymnastics to develop 
gymnastic lessons in the 
county borough. 

It has seen 115 more 
places made available for 
lessons, the appointment 
of a further 15 trained 
coaches, satellite classes 
set up in schools and 
clubs and regional com¬ 
petition opportunities. 


St Clare’s 
School opens 
its doors for 
open evenings 


Keeping 
fit for 
charity 

A GROUP of 
Bridgend residents 
donned gym kits 
and took part a 
charity Aerobathon, 
to help raise money 
for the NSPCC’s 
Child’s Voice 
Appeal. 

The two-hour aerobic 
workout was led by 
Hannah Jones and James 
Asquith, fitness instruc¬ 
tors at the Esporta 
Health Club, Bridgend. 

Nerys Sales, NSPCC 
Cymru/Wales corporate 
fundraising manager 
said: “We had a great 
turnout for this year’s 
Aerobathon in Bridgend, 
the first time the 
Aerobathon has taken 
place in the area. 

“ I would like to 
thank everyone who 
made the event such a 
success. It is thanks to 
everyone involved that 
we were able to raise 
over £500.” 

All money raised will 
go towards the NSPCC’s 
Child’s Voice Appeal and 
help make a real differ¬ 
ence to the lives of vul¬ 
nerable children. With 
public support, the 
appeal will help to 
expand the NSPCC’s 
vital helpline services - 
ChildLine the UK’s free, 
confidential 24-hour 
helpline for children and 
the NSPCC Helpline for 
adults concerned about 
a child. Everyone can 
support the Child’s Voice 
Appeal at 

www.childsvoiceappeal.o 

rg.uk. 


STAFF and pupils 
at St Clare’s School, 
Newton, Porthcawl 
are welcoming 
prospective parents 
of pupils entering 
years 7 and 12 to 
open evenings this 
week. 

Today, March 11, 
there will be an evening 
for pupils starting their 
Sixth Form AS and A- 
Level studies in year-12, 
which will offer infor¬ 
mation on subjects 
available at A-Level in 
St Clare’s. 

On March 16, there is 
an open evening for 
pupils entering year-7 in 
September. 

Both events are open 
to existing pupils at St 
Clare’s and to any fami¬ 
lies interested in learn¬ 
ing more about entering 


the school at year-7 or 

12 . 

The Head of the 
school, Catherine 
Barnard, commented: 

“These open evenings 
are a great opportunity 
for existing and prospec¬ 
tive parents to come into 
the school and see the 
quality of education and 
the quality of school life 
we can offer pupils. 

“We are the biggest 
independent school in 
the Bridgend area, but 
we are still able to offer 
small class sizes and a 
focused family feel. 

“We are always happy 
to welcome new pupils 
into our school.” 
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CELTIC FESTIVAL WILL ADD ANOTHER 
ATTRACTION TO PORTHCAWL TOURISM 



WHEN people talk about how Porthcawl 
can take steps to regain its tourism busi¬ 
ness, one suggestion is more events that 
can attract visitors to the town. 

The Elvis festival has, of course, been the highest 
profile of these, attracting occasional national TV 
and newspaper coverage. 

Also, for the last few years, the town and borough 
council have supported the Porthcawl Jazz Festival - 
and the signs are that it is finally finding a place on 
the calendar of enthusiasts. 

However, Cwlwm Celtaidd, The Celtic Festival of 
Wales, has brought visitors from around the UK (and 
Europe) to the town for the last four years - almost 
entirely through the efforts of local enthusiasts and 
private sponsors. 

What’s more, I would be willing to bet that the 
average age of the audience for the three-day festival 
last Friday to Sunday at the Grand Pavilion is prob¬ 
ably 20 years less than for either the jazz or the Elvis 
fest. 

It may be a niche market, but it attracts passionate 
fans, and it had one celebrity visitor, First Minister 
Carwyn Jones, who was an interested spectator on 
Saturday afternoon, spending three or four hours! 

Indeed, Mr Jones has been a regular visitor to the 
Celtic festival over the last few years, making it a 
family occasion, as his wife comes from Northern 
Ireland. 

Most Porthcawl residents probably don’t even 
know that it is on - although quite a number will 
have seen the ‘Parade of the Celts’ in John Street on 
Saturday when dance groups and musicians made 
their way to the Grand Pavilion. 

Led by Scottish dancers, and followed by troupes 
from Ireland, Cornwall, and Wales, it made for a col¬ 
orful procession, but not necessarily something that 
would attract the casual music fan. 

However, the interest in ‘roots’ music throughout 
the UK has meant a wide variety of styles has devel¬ 
oped, with many of the groups using electric bass 
and drums to ‘toughen up’ the traditional line-ups. 

Certainly, anyone dropping into the stage door on 
Friday, as I did, would have found young bands, 
watched by an audience with an average age of 
about 22, playing music drawing its influences from 
all areas, from American bar-room blues to folk. 

On the same night (Friday) the main hall saw the 
top Irish fiddle player Niamh Ni Charra, with her 
guitarist and percussionist, play a dazzling set. 

On Saturday night, the hall was jumping as local 
band Mabon - definitely one group that know how 
to use a rhythm section to bring the genre to a fresh 
audience - played to a capacity crowd. 

Mahon’s father and son team, Derek and Jamie 
Smith, are two of the driving forces behind Cwlwm 
Celtaidd, and their persistence in developing this fes¬ 
tival, which has the potential to bring even more vis¬ 
itors to the town, is something that Porthcawl resi¬ 
dents should acknowledge and (more importantly) 
support! 

Finally, with the event sponsors Felinfoel offering 
its wares all weekend, it improved the venue’s 
choice of beer immeasurably! 


The Perree T Dancers from the Isle of Man. 
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‘ROOTS MUSIC’ ENTHUSIASTS BRING A 
BRAND NEW AUDIENCE TO PORTHCAWL 



FOR the first 
time, the Cwlwm 
Celtaidd Celtic 
music festival was 
based in the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, and 
visitors were able 
to wander along 
the promenade in 
the spring sun¬ 
shine, when not 
listening to the 
musicians. 

As well as the head¬ 
line acts, there were 
workshops, both in 
the Pavilion and in 
the nearby 

Brentwood Hotel, 
where people could 
learn more about 
Celtic music, and get 
a close look at some of 
the distinctive musi¬ 
cal instruments. 

Non-festivalgoers 
who dropped into the 
Cafe Bar (below) 
were also entertained 
by musicians taking a 
break from appearing 
on stage. 


ABOVE: The Cornish Dance Group, Kekezza, performing in the Grand Pavilion. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 
*Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 




Read your GEM online 
at bridgend-today.co.uk 
or 

porthcawl-today. co. uk 
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LITCHARD PRIMARY PUPILS AND TEACHERS 
ALL ENJOY A WONDERFUL ST DAVID’S DAY 


House captains 
The children of the jun¬ 
ior department voted 
recently to elect their 
house captains for the 
eisteddfod and the fol¬ 
lowing were elected: 

Ty Coch - captains: 
Sarah Davies and Owen 
Howells; vice-captains: 
Abbie Davies and 
Danny James. 

Ty Melyn - captains: 
Sian Woolcock and 
Connor Mantell; vice¬ 
captains - Niamh 
McConville and Daniel 
Jenkins. 


A LOCAL 
couple has 
spent six 

months buying and 
renovating a day 
nursery that closed 
in unexplained cir¬ 
cumstances 12 
months ago. 

It was in February 
2009 that parents who 
used The Children’s 
Day Nursery in George 
Street on Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, arrived 
one Monday to find it 
closed. 

It had been open for 


Ty Porffor - cap¬ 
tains: Alix Edmunds 
and Thomas Exton; 
vice-captains - Beth 
Keagle and Jordan 
Thomas. 

Ty Oren - captains: 
Caitlin McConville and 
Dafydd Owen; vice-cap- 
tains - Ellie Butcher 
and Jake Hood. 

Magnificent 

eisteddfod! 

THE eisteddfod this 
year took place on St 
David’s Day and was a 
magnificent affair, 


nine years, and was one 
of the first day nurseries 
to open on an industrial 
estate. 

That was the way 
things stayed until 
Simon and Emma 
Matthews bought the 
building six months 
ago, and those six 
months of hard work 
modernising the build¬ 
ing came to fruition 
when the couple re¬ 
opened the nursery on 
March 1. 

Simon told The 
GEM: “The response 
has been very encourag¬ 
ing. There is still a 


with all pupils and 
staff getting involved 
for their relevant 
houses. 

Among the events 
were Welsh dancing, 
singing, and oral recita¬ 
tions in Welsh and 
English. 

Judging of these 
events went on through¬ 
out the day. Many 
thanks to judges, Mrs 
Stephens, Mr 
Barrington, Mrs Lloyd- 
Hughes and Mr Penry, 
who had a very difficult 
task in choosing the 
winners, and to Mr 
Fumell and Mrs 
Leyshon for keeping 
scores. (Not forgetting 
Mr Richards for com¬ 
pering the whole event!) 

The results of the 
handwriting, English 
writing, poetry, Mari 
Lwyd tile printing, 
Welsh mirrors, coal 
miner sketches in pencil 
and charcoal and pop 
art, which were judged 
beforehand, were also 


strong demand for a 
service such as ours, 
which is close to peo¬ 
ple’s place of work.” 

The closure has given 
the new management 
team the chance to 
invest in the latest tech¬ 
nology, and Simon and 
Emma point to the 
intensive CCTV moni¬ 
toring of each room in 
the building as a major 
safety feature. 

What’s more, anyone 
nominated by parents to 
collect a child will have 
to pass a ‘fingerprint 
test’. 

Simon believes that 
he and Emma are the 
first day nursery to use 
this technology, which 
stores the prints of par¬ 
ents, family and friends 
- and flags up anyone 
unauthorised. 

Simon added: “That 
fingerprint system is 
backed up by a pass¬ 
word protection scheme 
as well!” 

For details on The 
Children’s Day Nursery, 
visit www.thechildrens- 
daynursery. co. uk 


announced. 

Certificates were 
awarded to the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th place win¬ 
ners. 

The Eisteddfod con¬ 
cluded late afternoon 
with the “Chairing of 
the Bard”. 

This honour was 
awarded to Harvey 
Jones (6S) for his news¬ 
paper report on Island 
Farm. 

Winning house 
PUPILS in Ty Porffor 
were the overall win¬ 
ners of the Eisteddfod, 
narrowly beating Ty 
Melyn. 

Mrs Stephens com¬ 
mented on how 
impressed she was with 
the effort, accuracy and 
pronunciation that all 
the children had put into 
their performances. 
Handwriting 
Year-3: 1st Princeton 
Girl - Holly Dyke; 2nd 
Alice - Elizabeth 
Dowdall; 3rd Cheryl 
Cole - Abbie Matthews; 
4th Miley Cyrus - 
Annie Llewellyn. 

Year-4: IstMeggie 
Moo 22- Megan Howe; 
2nd Super Sparkle - 
Lowri Howells; 3rd 
Shadow - Iestyn 
Thomas; 4th Cheryl 
Cole - Molly Raybould. 

Year-5: 1st Dinosaur 

- Hannah Dingle; 2nd 
Hello Kitty - Sophie 
Penman; 3rd Ghost - 
Harry Hopkins; 4th 
Atair - Matthew Biggs. 

Year-6: 1st The 
Simpsons - Laura 
Johnstone; 2nd Donald 
Duck - Mahtob Layla; 
3rd Patric Star - Laura 
Charming; 4th Cherry 
Pie - Ella Edwards. 
Year-3: 1st 15239 RP- 
Rhys Griffiths; 2nd 
Alice - Elizabeth 
Dowdall; 3rd Cheryl 
Cole - Abbie Matthews; 
4th Elizabeth - Chloe 
Quinn. 

Year-4: 1st Mickey 
Mouse - Abigail 
Linforth; 2nd Princess 
Peach - Morgan Jones; 
3rd Peach Pink - Ellie 
Davies; 4th Ray Gunner 

- Achim Ilagan. 

Year-5: lstThaskik- 
Jasmine Nye; 2nd 
Inspector Girl - Morgan 
David; 3rd Agent X - 
Jamie Davies; 4th 
Sydney Emma 2 - 
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Ages 6 weeks - 5 years 

Simon and Emma Matthews having run a 
number of successful after school clubs, 
have now expanded into this new business 
venture. They have appointed manageress 
Danielle Jones who has relocated from 
Southampton bringing lots of fresh ideas 
and over ten years experience. 
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ONE TO ONE BESPOKE SERVICE 


MAESTEG DEATH 

A BODY was discovered in Maesteg on 
Tuesday morning. 

A South Wales Police spokeswoman confirmed: 

“Police attended at Commercial Street, Maesteg, at 
around 10.45 on Tuesday, March 9, following 
reports that a body had been found at the back of 
one of the properties. 

“The body has been recovered and police are 
conducting an investigation on behalf of the coro¬ 
ner. 

“The death is not being treated as suspicious.” 

Day nursery re-opens 


NEW OWNERS AND RE-OPENED 



(46 placement capacity) 

• Highly qualified and enthusiastic staff 

• A happy environment to learn and 
grow through play 

• Specially designed for children 

and parent needs (incl. shift workers) 

• Outdoor play with safety surface 


Mon - Fri, 6.30am - 6pm 
Tel. 01656 658520 



UNIQUE FLORAL DESIGNS 

Our service provides creative displays and takes 
care of every detail to meet your exact requirements. 
A personal service bringing exceptional colour and 
decoration to your special event. 

We provide a comprehensive service throughout the 
Vale of Glamorgan, Bridgend and Porthcawl areas. 
From special occasions, birthday, anniversary to bridal 
bouquets and table centre displays, we provide a unique 
service to create floral excellence for that special day. 

Resident in Cowbridge for nearly twenty years, well 
acquainted with local venues and home visits available 
by appointment. 


J Tel: 01446 775477 Mob: 07544 746994 
E-mail: mellisapowell@googlemail.com 
www.mellisapowell.co.uk 


Samantha Meadows. 

Year-6: 1st JB - 
Abbie Davies; 2nd 
Cherry Pie - Ella 
Edwards; 3rd The 
Slither - Alix Edmunds; 
4th Michael Chopra - 
Rhiannon Howe. 
English writing 
Year-3: 1st Taylor Swift 

- Megan Davies; 2nd 
Cheryl Cole - Abbie 
Matthews; 3rd Alice - 
Elizabeth Dowdall; 4th 
Princeton Girl - Holly 
Dyke. 

Year-4: 1st R Van 
Persie - Tom Lewis; 

2nd Super Sparkle - 
Lowri Howells; 3rd 
Cheryl Cole - Molly 
Raybould; 4th Shadow 

- Iestyn Thomas. 
Year-5: 1st Ghost - 

Harry Hopkins; 2nd 
Soap - Dafydd Thomas; 
3rd Thaskik - Jasmine 
Nye; 4th Magic - 
Jessica Craddock. 

Year-6: 1st 
Touchable Cafe - 
Harvey Jones; 2nd A1 - 
Daniel Jenkins; 3rd 
Spongebob - Eliza 
Thomas; 4th George 
Sampson - Chloe 
Baker. 

Mari Lwyd 

Year-3: 1st Van De Sar 

- Morgan Williams; 2nd 
Bob - Daniel Exton; 

3rd Rosie - Darcy-Jo 
Lewis; 4th Jessica - 
Bethan Howe. 

Welsh mirrors 
Year-4: 1st Surfy Chick 
Rock - Tayla-Rae 
Lewis; 2nd Surf Chick 

- Niamh Mullens; 3rd 
Cheryl Cole - Laurie 
Morris; 4th Mickey 
Mouse - Abigail 
Linforth. 

Miner 
sketching 
Year-5: 1st Soap - 
Dafydd Thomas; 2nd 
Atair - Matthew Biggs; 
3rd Dinosaur - Hannah 
Dingle; 4th Horse Rider 

- Steffenie Brookes. 

Pop art 

Year-6: 1st The 
Simpsons - Laura 
Johnstone; 2nd Cherry 
Pie - Ella Edwards; 3rd 
Lady GaGa - Skye 
Mickelsen; 4th Minnie 
Mouse - Natalie Evans. 

Choirs 

1st Ty Oren; 2nd Ty 
Porffor; 3rd Ty Melyn 
and Ty Coch. 

English 

recitation 


Year-3: 1st Daniel 
Exton - Ty Oren; 2nd 
Megan Davies - Ty 
Porffor; 3rd Abigail 
Matthews - Ty Coch; 
4th Chloe Quinn - Ty 
Melyn. 

Year-4: 1st Elliot 
Davies - Ty Coch; 2nd 
Finlay Mullens - Ty 
Porffor; 3rd Molly 
Raybould - Ty Melyn; 
4th Ammon Radclyffe - 
Ty Oren. 

Year-5: 1st Morgan 
David - Ty Coch; 2nd 
Harry Hopkins - Ty 
Melyn; 3rd Jessica 
Craddock-Ty Oren; 
4th Ryan Kershaw - 
Ty Porffor. 

Year-6: 1st Clyde De 
Vera - Ty Oren; 2nd 
Alix Edmunds - Ty 
Coch; 3rd James 
Birmingham - Ty 
Porffor; 4th Lewis John 

- Ty Melyn. 

Singing 

Year-3: 1st Holly Dyke 

- Ty Porffor; 2nd 
Kayleigh Granville - Ty 
Melyn; 3rd Elizabeth 
Dowdall, Lewis Jones 
and Morgan Williams - 
Ty Coch; 4th Rhys 
Owen and Rhys 
Griffiths - Ty Oren. 

Year-4: 1st Abigail 
Linforth - Ty Porffor; 
2nd Rhys Jeffery - Ty 
Melyn; 3rd Laurie 
Morris - Ty Coch; 4th 
Lowri Howells - Ty 
Oren. 

Year-5: 1st Jamie 
Davies - Ty Porffor; 

2nd Jacob Lewis - Ty 
Oren; 3rd Sophie 
Penman - Ty Coch; 4th 
Mehul Joshi - Ty 
Melyn. 

Year-6: 1st Mahtob 
Layla - Ty Porffor, 
Caitlin McConville - Ty 
Oren; 2nd Sarah Davies 

- Ty Coch; 

Chloe Baker - Ty 
Melyn. 

Folk dancing 

Year-3: Ty Melyn; Year- 
4: Ty Porffor; Year-5: 

Ty Coch; Year-6: Ty 
Melyn. 

Welsh 

recitation 

Year-3: 1st Ross David 

- Ty Porffor; 2nd 
Eleanor Morgan - Ty 
Oren; 3rd Elizabeth 
Dowdall - Ty Coch; 4th 
Rebecca Biggs - Ty 
Melyn. 

Year-4: 1st Megan 
Howe - Ty Oren; 2nd 
Callum Vause - Ty 
Porffor; 3rd Nathan 
Alexander - Ty Coch; 


4th Morgan Hall - 
Ty Melyn. 

Year-5: 1st Dafydd 
Thomas - Ty Melyn; 

2nd Hannah Dingle - 
Ty Oren; 3rd 
Mamoon Ahmed - Ty 
Porffor; 4th Matthew 
Biggs- Ty Coch. 

Year-6: 1st Thomas 
Exton - Ty Porffor; 2nd 
Harvey Jones - Ty 
Coch; 3rd Daniel 
Jenkins - Ty Melyn; 4th 
Jake Hood - Ty Oren. 

Piano 

Lower school: 1st Evan 
Laidler - Ty Porffor; 

2nd Lowri Howells - 
Ty Oren. 

Upper school: 1st 

Ella Edwards - Ty 
Melyn; 2nd Charlotte 
Butcher - Ty Coch. 
Guitar 
Lower school: 1st 
Holly Dyke - Ty 
Porffor; 2nd Megan 
Davies - Ty Porffor; 3rd 
Abbey Matthews - Ty 
Coch. 

Upper school: 1st 

Jonathan Bevan - Ty 
Melyn; 2nd Laura 
Johnstone - Ty Porfffor; 
3rd Niamh McConville 
- Ty Melyn. 

A big thank you also 
to violinists Ella 
Edwards, Rhiannon 
Howe, Beth Keagle, 

Alix Edmunds, 

Steffenie Brookes, 
Bethany Chatham, 
Jessica Craddock and 
Jasmine Nye, who were 
accompanied by Mrs 
Davies their music 
teacher. 

Aerobic 
gymnastics 
WELL done to two 
aerobic gymnasts, 

Ellie Butcher 6R and 
Abbie Davies 6S who 
competed at the Alex 
Strachan Cup in 
Reading last weekend. 

Both girls did very 
well in their categories, 
and are now in training 
for the Welsh Aerobic 
Championships in May. 

School 
gymnastics 
WE are very proud of 
our gymnasts Zoe 
Mountjoy, Chloe 
Baker, Beth Keagle, 
Elin and Nia Obaid , 
Molly Gould, Chloe 
Wallis and Sian 
Woolcock, who com¬ 
peted at Ogmore Vale 
Life Centre on 
February 24. 

Our team ‘tumbled’ 


R ental H erts 


The Landlord’s Website 

• EPC’s • HIP’s • Electrical Certificates 
• Gas Safety Certificates • Property Condition Surveys 

No Contractual agreements - Quick and responsive 
Competitive rates at all times - Local company. 

Vale Property Landlords are becoming more relaxed in keeping up with 
modern property rental certification. Why ? One E-Mail to RentalCerts 
and within 1 week they can provide an EPC, Gas and Electrical safety 
Certificate. They use the latest technology to drive down costs and create 
fail safe processes and services. Landlords benefit from yearly reminders 
and are not bound to any contractual agreement. The Services are tailored 
around landlords to keep their property’s up to date with the necessary 
legislation. Demand is growing for Home Condition Survey’s for Rental 
Properties. The report shows both the Landlord and Tenant the current 
condition of the Property. It also shows the Tenant that you the landlord care 
about the property and their safety. 

www.rentalcerts.co.uk 
E-Mail: info@rentalcerts.co.uk 

Call: 0845 680 6967 




into fourth place, nar¬ 
rowly missing bronze 
medals by only two 
points. Individual scores 
will follow at a later 
date. 

Super swimmer 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Elliott Davies, who 
recently passed his 25m 
distance certificate in 
swimming. 

Man of 
the match 

IEUAN WALLIS from 
3S was named as man 
of the match on 
February 14, when he 
played tag rugby for 
Tondu under-8s 
against Porthcawl. 

The game finished in 
a draw with Ieuan scor¬ 
ing all four tries. Well 
done! 

Brownie 
celebration 
THE Brownie, Guide 
and Rainbow associa¬ 
tion have just celebrat¬ 
ed 100 years and held 
a jamboree at Pencoed 
School. Megan Evans, 
Bethany Chatham and 
Samantha Meadows, 
all from 5M, joined in 
the fun. 

There were more 
than 1,000 children tak¬ 
ing part doing activities 
such as belly dancing, 
face painting, singing 
and games. A great day 
was had by all! 

Sign language 
award 

CHLOE WALLACE 
5C, Jessica Craddock 
5C, Sheona Thomas 
5M and Chloe Stevens 
4F all took part in an 
‘introduction to sign 
language’ course held 
at Wildmill communi¬ 
ty centre. 

The girls received 
certificates for their 
hard work! 

INFANT AND 
EARLY YEARS 
St David’s Day 
celebrations 
THE staff and chil¬ 
dren had a thoroughly 
enjoyable morning on 
March 1. 

Nursery and 
Reception delighted us 
with a collection of 
songs using instruments 
and puppets. 

Year-1 enthused us 
with songs, rhymes and 
conversations speaking 
clearly and confidently. 

Year-2 sang songs, 
recited poems and per¬ 
formed the folk dances 
‘Mi Welais Jac y Do’ 
and ‘Cylch y Cymru’. 

Coffee mornings 
have been held through¬ 
out the week for parents 
to enjoy the celebra¬ 
tions. 

Welsh art competi¬ 
tion winners were: 
Nursery - 1st Milly 
Bayliss; 2nd Chloe 
Thomas; 3rd Nathan 
Telling. 

Reception - 1st Rhys 
Littlejohns; 2nd Jack 
Haxton; 3rd Nikita 
Newman. 

Year-1 - 1st Rebecca 
Weaver; 2nd Gemma 
Sims; 3rd Bryony 
Llewellyn. 

Year-2 - 1st William 
John; 2nd Louis 
Edwards; 3rd Gabrielle 
Amos. 

(Results 
continued on 
page 9) 
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Police appeal 
after spate 
of burglaries 


HOUSEHOLDERS 
in Maesteg are 
being urged to 
report anything sus¬ 
picious that they see 
at night to police. 

The plea comes in the 
wake of six house burgla¬ 
ries in the town over the 
past month. 

PC David Rees told 
Maesteg Town Council 
that there had been a fur¬ 
ther attempted burglary 
at Bryn Celyn, when a 
resident saw a man trying 
his door handle. 

Police were called and 
the area was searched. 
Fingerprints were taken 
off the door handle. 

He said that there was 
also an attempted burgla¬ 
ry in St Cynwyd’s 
Avenue, and that it was 
the Ystad Celyn and 
Maesteg Parc area that 
was being targeted. 

He said: “They are 
looking for insecure 
premises. Don’t make it 
easy for these villains. 
Keep all doors locked.” 

Coun Ross Thomas 
said that these cases were 
worrying, and added that 
there was an attempted 
burglary in Brick Row 
when someone was spot¬ 


ted jumping over the gar¬ 
den wall after the house¬ 
holder switched on 
lights. 

“People do not always 
report these incidents,” 
he said. 

PC Rees said that if 
residents spot any intrud¬ 
ers in their gardens, they 
should immediately tele¬ 
phone the police. 

He said: “We will 
immediately respond and 
then we can structure our 
patrols in those affected 
areas. 

“If you hear the dog 
barking or any suspicious 
sounds, give us a ring. 
We would rather be 
called out for nothing 
than have someone bur¬ 
gled.” 

Other points raised 
during the police report 
include: 

• A speeding opera¬ 
tion was run in the valley 
and the speeds of 300 
vehicles were recorded at 
five different locations. 

The average speed 
was found to be 29 mph. 
Sixteen motorists were 
issued with warning let¬ 
ters. 

• Police also ran a 
number plate recognition 
scheme on vehicles com¬ 


ing into Maesteg from 
both ends - Cwmfein and 
Caerau. Four arrests were 
made and four cars were 
seized. 

• Problems in the 
Llynfi Road car park 
appear to have abated. 

Pc Rees said that some 
complaints had been 
made about the occasion¬ 
al car but this seemed to 
be one or two cars com¬ 
ing into the car park, car¬ 
rying out wheel spins and 
then going. 

There had not been 
much problem with 
youths congregating. 

He also told the meet¬ 
ing that a drugs bust took 
place at Oakwood Estate 
where a small scale 
cannabis factory was 
found in a house. 


Police probe death of 
Nantyffyllon teenager 

POLICE are still investigating the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the death of a 
16-year-old girl in a house at High Street, 
Nantyffyllon. 

Coun Terry Mizen asked if the death was drugs- 
related, when he raised the issue at the last meeting 
of Maesteg Town Council, and said lots of rumours 
were circulating. 

PC David Rees confirmed that the girl, who has 
not been named, was found dead at an address there, 
but he did not know if drugs were involved. He said 
toxicology tests were being carried out. 

The incident is being investigated by Bridgend 
CID. A man has been arrested. 


Council 
to cut 
arts jobs 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

“Arts Connect has 
identified a single 
shared arts service as 
the preferred model for 
delivering future local 
government arts and 
culture services. 

“If cabinet agree in 
principle to support the 
project, further work 
will be carried out that 
will examine the full 
impact and implications 
for Bridgend county 
borough. 

“This information 
will then allow a final 
decision to be made 
over whether the pro¬ 
posals should go ahead 
or not.” 



How far dots your child's 
imagination i-t-r-etch? 


ENROLLING NOW! 

Cowbridge & Bridgend 

01446 781454 

Apply online now: 

www.stagecoach.co.uk 


SUMMER HOLIDAY 

WORKSHOPS NOW BOOKING 


Act! Sing! Dance! 
We teach 4 to 
18-year-olds stage skills that 
aren’t just for the stage. 
Our students grow in 
confidence and self-esteem... 

SKILLS FOR LIFE! 
STAGECOACH 


, °OaG* . 


THEATRE ARTS SCHOOLS 


www.stagecoach.co.uk 


Council 
enjoy 
basic 
pay rise 

(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1) 

At the other end of the 
scale, a back-bench 
councillor would pay 
in six per cent of 
£13,868 - with an 
employers’ contribu¬ 
tion of £2,912. 

The big question 
then is, how many 
councillors will sign 
up? 

The report is vague, 
describing the take-up 
at other Welsh coun¬ 
cils as being between 
17 per cent and 84 per 
cent, with the average 
being around 30. 

A take-up rate of 30 
per cent would cost 
around £60,000 per 
year. 

One example is that 
of the neighbouring 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council. 

Councillors here 
voted to join the 
scheme in 2005. 

The current take-up 
rate in the Vale is 47 
per cent. 


LITCHARD PRIMARY 
SCHOOL EISTEDDFOD 


0 CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 8) 
Class 2P news 
ELLIS PENMAN plays rugby 
for Bridgend Athletic and was 
voted man of the match 
against Bridgend Sports and 
scored a try against Aberafan 
Green Stars. 

Dafydd Rees has received an 
Egyptian expert certificate. 

2H news 

THOMAS MATTHEWS 
received a certificate for com¬ 
pleting the ‘Sportstars’ activity 
week that took place over half- 
term. 

Dafydd Pett received his 
Level 4 national swim award. 

1M news 

ABBIE BATER and Bryony 


Llewellyn both received certifi¬ 
cates for completing the 
“Sportstars” activity week. 

Jac Biggs received his swim¬ 
ming Duckling Award 2. 

Perfect 

pianists 

Well done to Lexvys Hall from 
Year 1 and Dafydd Rees and 
Dafydd Pett from year-2 who 
played the piano brilliantly in 
assembly recently. 

Super 

swimmers 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
following children who have 
received swimming certificates 
recently: 

Alex Longmire (2H) - Stage 
1 Swimming Award. 

Liam Kilburn (2H) - 


Increased distance, four stroke 
development and breathing tech¬ 
nique award. 

Euan Rees (2H) - Level 1 
Swimming Award. 

Kieran Chalmers (2H) - Stage 
5 Swimming Award. 

Rugby 

WILLIAM WATKINS and Ryan 
Neagle both from class 2P 
scored tries in a winning match 
played recently. 

REMINDER 

• JUST a reminder that year-2 
children will be visiting a syna¬ 
gogue on March 1 7. 


Come and visit our South Wales Showroom 

Wiiii • i, r» r 

I flTI WINDOWS* DOPES 
I to your f riends or toMily 
*nd ett llO-CIQOrosh In 

| h<uJ with «v«ri order* 

Hidnnii rrcUr 

Terms and conditions apply 



Freephone: 

0800 803 0821 ! 


gem 

Showroom at 254 Neath Road, 
Briton Ferry, Neath, SA11 2AX 


UPVC WINDOWS k DOORS 

■ lias: fl 


C.M. Accountants 

Accountancy on a Budget 

Accounts • VAT - Tax Returns 
Payroll - Book Keeping * Etc. 
by qualified accountants. 

Tel. 01446 711076 
07765 059163 


Perfect foundations L 
for outdoor living 


Uanharan Concrete Co. Ltd 
& Builder’s Merchants 

We now also stock a wide range of building supplies 


D.I.Y. SHOP OPENING SOON 



Our new stock range includes: 

Timbers • Fence Panels 
Posts • All Plain Timbers 
inc: Skirtings • Plasterboards 
Sheet Materials • Insulation 
Steel Lintels • Reinforcing Mesh 
Block Paviers • Plaster & Beads 
Fixings (Nails, Screws etc/ 
Door Linings 
Trade Paint & Preservatives 
All Competitively Priced 


Decorative Stone, 
Slate, 

Screen Blocks 
OONCam CO.lS PiNarCaps 

Coping Stones 
Rope Edging 
Path Edge 
Stepping Stones 
Rostrum Circles 
Paving Slabs - 
various sizes 
We can make up 
slabs to your own 
specifications 
Blocks & Bricks 
Aggregates 
Available loose or 
in jumbo bags 
Cement 

Landscape Fabric 
Admix 

Waterproofer 






Llanharry Road, Uanharan CF72 9RN open: 

Tel: 01443 226212 Fax: 01443 237685 Monday to Friday 

and 7.30am till 
1.00pm Saturday 


www.llanharanconcrete.co.uk 


lanharan Concrete Co 
Limited have been on-site 
for 48 years, a family-run 
business manufacturing concrete 
blocks and bricks. Recently 
branching out into stocking a wide 
range of paving slabs, decorative 
stone, timber fencing and a full 
range of building supplies. 

We are presently undertaking a large 
expansion plan, incorporating a DIY 
shop opening soon. All staff employed 
here are local people who have been 
with us for many years, each one having 
a vast amount of experience and knowl¬ 
edge in their field of work. 

Why not call in and see our range of 
products, browse at your leisure and 
take advice from our friendly, efficient 
staff. 

Deliveries are no problem, we have a 
range of vehicles depending on your 
requirements, including Hi-ab lorries, 
tipper lorries and smaller vans. 

Distance no problem - and orders are 
next day delivery. 

HOWTO FIND US 

We are situated between Llanharan 
and Llanharry, only a 20 minute drive 
from Cowbridge. Take the road towards 
Pontyclun from Cowbridge traffic 
lights, turn left at Brynsadler after cross¬ 
ing the motorway into the village of 
Llanharry. 

Drive past the village post office, tak¬ 
ing the next right signposted Llanharan. 

We are about one and three-quarter 
miles along this road on the right hand 
side. 
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ARTHUR IS 
LOOKING 
FOR A HOME 


The GEM has joined forces 
with the Dog’s Trust to find 
caring new owners for 
animals in its care at the 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre. 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


A spokeswoman 
reports: Arthur is 
an 18-month-old 
medium to large 
sized Crossbreed. 

He is a lively and at 
times boisterous young 
dog who will need fur¬ 
ther basic training. He 
is unsure on how to 
react in new situations 
and needs to learn 
some manners. 

“He mixes with 
other dogs but again he 
can get over excited 
and will need further 
socialising to help 
improve his social 
skills. He is very play¬ 
ful and lots of fun! He 
is also housetrained. 

“He can live with 
another calm, well- 
adjusted dog and also 
with children 11 years 
and over. He will need 



ARTHUR. 

an owner who has 
owned and trained 
dogs before. He will 
need plenty of exercise 
to channel his energy in 
the right direction.” 


Local student 
constructing 
Wales award 

SIGHTS SET ON FINAL 


BARRY College 
construction stu¬ 
dent Kyle Goddard 
(17) has reached the 
final of a top com¬ 
petition hosted at 
the college’s Colcot 
Road site. 

In the south-east heat 
of Construction 
SkillsCompetition 
Wales, Kyle was award¬ 
ed the bronze medal in 
carpentry. 

Kyle will now travel 
to Bridgend College to 
battle it out with com¬ 
petitors from across 
Wales in the final of the 
competition later this 
month. 

The student tri¬ 
umphed in a contest to 
find the most talented 
vocational and trades 
people in the country. 
SkillsCompetition 
Wales involves col¬ 
leges, Sector Skills 
Councils and training 
providers throughout 
Wales. 

All the regional heat 


competitors in the con¬ 
struction category were 
given five hours to 
complete tasks based on 
real life work in their 
chosen discipline. 

Barry College princi¬ 
pal and chief executive, 
Paul Halstead, said: 

“I am delighted to be 
hosting the south-east 
Wales heat of the con¬ 
struction competition. 

“It is wonderful to 
see so many students 
competing to be the 
best in Wales. 

“SkillsCompetition 
Wales is an excellent 
way for trainees to 
benchmark their skills 
against the best. 

“Everyone gains 
from these competitions 
- the young people, 
their trainers and 
employers. 

“I am pleased that 
Barry College is play¬ 
ing its part and wish the 
successful competitors 
every success at the 
finals in Bridgend,” the 
principal concluded.” 






Have you an 
up to date Will? 


Write your Will for FREE and 
help Marie Curie Cancer Care 

A Will enable* you to control what happens to your belongings and 
money - it gives you peace of mind, and arvotds difficulties for your 
loved ones 

Men* Cure Cancer Care rette on gift* in wife to pay 
tor 1 in 3 at its Njr&es and 9 local Hospices. There's no 
othgaoon to indude a gift to Ware Cine but ere hcpe 
you «fl consder domg bo 


Call a solicitor 

today 


HOWELLS 

Jom PCcnn*t - 029 2040 #020 
Halloas House. 72 Newport Rd 
Card ft CF24 

KINSEY-JONES 

BOUCfTORS 

Ottwd KWer-Jores - 029 2047 3151 
WB Ralogh Walk Crrdfl OF 10 

MORGANS 

Qiftan llOfO-WIUms 

029 20 n 9WU 

106*107 St Wary St. Card* CF10 

ALAN SIMONS 

& COMPANY 

Rob ftlooe - 029 2070 3991 
5 BnuNrham Ri. hmirfi CFM 

VALE SOLICITORS 

lAchael t*vgon - 0144* T*jt9» 
144 Hohon Road, Barry CF63 

And at 01446 792535 
Fronde®. 1 tfomrlon Rued 
Ltarr^t Wajcr CF61 


Please help 

Every minute ot every day, 
Ware Curie More** cate 
for terminally ill patents 
a losing Nm to Bve lhatr 
last days surro u nded by 
frende and temrty Mi the 
comfort of their own home 
or one of our nine 



The service Is always 
free of charge to patients 


"The Mspte .Hi m 
on pfts in risVs (a 
prwdr cere to 
poitonli tee of 
charge ‘ 

Ovwn Om*. 



ipree Pwarth looks 

«ft*r over 600 inp# 

tteot* a year and a 

further 600 through r 

hi day care services^ 



Patriotic flags, dragons and Welsh cakes 

St David’s Day celebrations 
at KiddieWinkles Playgroup 



ABOVE: The youngsters (and adults) are pictured celebrating national day. 


CHILDREN and staff 
at KiddieWinkles 
Playgroup in Barry cel¬ 
ebrated St David’s Day 
by making Welsh flags, 
colouring ‘dragon’ pic¬ 
tures, and experiment¬ 
ing with red playdough. 

They also sang along to 
Welsh rhymes and songs, 
sharing bara brith and 
Welsh cakes at snack time, 
dressing in traditional cos¬ 
tume and using simple 
Welsh phrases throughout 
the morning. 

Lots of fun was had by all 
in attendance and a big 
‘thank you’ to everyone who 
took part on the national 
day. 

JM 


Night rescue call 
to Barry lifeboat 


THE crew of the Barry 
Dock Lifeboat were called 
out to a night rescue, after a 
yacht and its two-man crew 
were in trouble last 
Saturday (March 6). 

The drama started when HM 
Coastguard asked the Barry Dock 
lifeboat to launch at 9.26pm. 

The lifeboat was sent to a 33- 
foot yacht, which had a rope 
around its propeller and was drift¬ 
ing five-and-a-half miles south of 
Nash Point. 

The yacht and the two on board, 
who were uninjured, were towed to 
Penarth Marina by the Barry Dock 
Lifeboat under the command of the 
Cox’n, Hugh ‘Spud’ Davies. 

The Penarth Inshore Lifeboat 


was called to assist with the final 
part of the rescue. 

Gerry Adams, the volunteer 
lifeboat press officer, said: “This is 
a not unusual type of rescue. Any 
craft under power runs the risk of a 
fouled propeller at any time. 
Floating ropes are hard to see in the 
dark.” 

The Barry Dock Lifeboat 
returned to station at 3 am the next 
day. 


We welcome your 
news and views. 
Please email them 
to: 

ggem@internet- 

today.co.uk 


NEW CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6HDi 16v 

90HPVTR+ WITH NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT* 



ClTMUtN pr»lrf» TOTAL 


www.citroen.co.uk 


Model shown: 
NEW CITROEN C3 
PICASSO 1.6HDI 16V 
90HP EXCLUSIVE 
£195 ADVANCE 
PAYMENT * 



Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 

Use your mobility allowance 


Motability 


www.motability.co.uk 

re if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 


I 


NUMBER ONE FOR MOTABILITY 

WALES’ LARGEST CITROEN DEALER 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


ciTRoBn 


"VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS UNTIL 31/03/10. AVAILABLE FOR MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE SCHEME 
CUSTOMERS, ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY AND 
QUARTERLY PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES(RANGE): URBAN CYCLE, EXTRA URBAN, COMBINED (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) 
& CO 2 EMISSIONS (G/KM); HIGHEST: NEW CITROEN C3. PICASSO 1.6 16V VTi 120HP VTR+9.4/30.1,5.5/51.4, 6.9/40.9, 159. 
LOWEST: NEW CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6HDI 16V 90HP EXCLUSIVE 5.6/50.4, 4.0/70.6, 4.5/62.8, 119. 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 
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Kayleigh leads 
the way to 
Wales youth title 



Young leader winner, Kayleigh Cattell. 


YOUTH worker 
Kayleigh Cattell 
(24) has been hailed 
as Wales’ best young 
leader in the 
Leading Wales 
Awards. 

Kayleigh, a participa¬ 
tion worker in Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council’s youth service, 
was recognised for her 
outstanding leadership in 
the Young Leader catego¬ 
ry. 

She believes that “all 
young people have a 
right to be heard and 
express their opinion 
when decisions are made 
that affect them”. 

Her role involves 
recruiting and leading 
teams of young volun¬ 
teers, aged between 11- 
25, to take part in youth 
forums across Bridgend 
county borough. 

Following the awards 
ceremony, Kayleigh said: 
“I was overwhelmed to 
be nominated in the first 
place, so winning the 
award is just incredible. 
To be sat in a room with 
the finalists, all of whom 
are making such a real 
difference in Wales, was 
such an honour and a real 


inspiration.” 

Council Leader Mel 
Nott commented: “We 
are so proud of Kayleigh. 
This award is testament 
to her dedication and nat¬ 
ural ability to drive for¬ 
ward youth participation 
in local decision-making 
in the county borough. 

“Helping young peo¬ 
ple to feel valued and 
empowered within their 
communities is so impor¬ 
tant, and Kayleigh really 
helps to support and nur¬ 
ture them, encouraging 
them to become active 
citizens.” 

Recently retired head¬ 
teacher at Maes Yr Haul 
Primary School, Pam 
Mahoney, was also 


named runner-up in the 
public sector category. 
She was recognised for 
her outstanding work to 
embed a new primary 
school into the heart of 
the community surround¬ 
ing it, while inspiring 
teachers, pupils and par¬ 
ents with her extraordi¬ 
nary commitment and 
energy. 

The Leading Wales 
Awards recognise leader¬ 
ship at all levels across 
the public, private and 
voluntary sectors in 
Wales, celebrating indi¬ 
viduals whose skills have 
made a strong impact 
and resulted in positive 
change within their 
organisations. 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Home Retail Group - 
Argos, Unit 2 Waterton 
Retail Park, Waterton 
Cross, Bridgend - two 
internally illuminated 
flexface signs and one 
set of six internally illu¬ 
minated poster frames. 
Land Energy - 32 
Chilcott Avenue, 
Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - two 
illuminated fascia signs. 
Mr C Bendell - 15 Coed 
Parc Court, Bridgend - 
removal of fir tree (with¬ 
in Newcastle Hill con¬ 
servation area). 

Mrs J Woolley - rear of 
26 Gelli Aur, Pencoed - 
crown thinning and par¬ 
tial crown reduction of 
two oak trees ((1986) 
OBC No 08). 

Mrs S Davies - 49 Long 
Acre Drive, Porthcawl 

- enlarge existing con¬ 
servatory. 

Jinked Tattoos - 16 
Mary Street, Porthcawl 

- change of use of print¬ 
ers into a tattoo parlour. 
Mr C Royal - 15 
Newton Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl - proposed 
first floor rear and front 
ground floor extensions. 
BCBC Wellbeing 
Directorate - 
Breakaway, 14/16 
Abbey Road, Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend - single 
storey timber-framed 
building for use as a 
summer house and 
games room located in 
rear garden. 

Mr G Knapp - 34 The 
Burrows, Porthcawl - 
two storey extension and 
rear external balcony. 
Celtic Developments - 
land adjacent 37 Cefn 
Glas Road, Bridgend - 
detached dwelling. 
Talgarth Bakery - 141 
Commercial Street, 
Maesteg - change of use 
from A1 to A3. 


Mr C Stephens - 7 
Gwendoline Terrace, 
Maesteg - additional 
storey extension over 
existing kitchen struc¬ 
ture. 

Mr and Mrs Hill - 15 
The Retreat, Bridgend 

- extensions. 

Mr D Bolton - 2 Priory 
Close, Bridgend - retro¬ 
spective for erection of 
fence in front garden. 

Mr and Mrs Hipkiss - 7 
Sycamore Close, 
Bridgend - garage 
extension with utility 
and store. 

Mr P Thomas - 46 
Ffordd y Mynach, Pyle 

- single storey exten¬ 
sion. 

Jack O’Connell Ltd - 

land adjacent 1 Austin 
Close, Porthcawl - 

detached bungalow and 
garage. 

Mr M Elston - 57 Birch 
Walk, Porthcawl 

demolish existing single 
storey conservatory and 
erect single storey rear 
annexe with side wrap 
around. 

Mr and Mrs C Platell - 
Gilfach Orfydd Farm, 
Dimbath Lane, 
Blackmill, Bridgend - 

retain two storey exten¬ 
sion to agricultural 
building and change use 
to self-catering tourism 
accommodation - affect¬ 
ing Footpath 8 Ogmore 
Valley. 

Mr G Thomas - 81 West 
Road, Porthcawl - 
extension to existing 
bungalow. 

Mr G Dower - 3 
Florence Street, 
Porthcawl - two storey 
extension. 

Mr S Williams - 10 
Northways, Porthcawl 

- single storey rear con¬ 
servatory. 

Mr and Mrs Pritchard - 

5 Glenwood Close, 


Coychurch - alterations 
and single storey exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr L Watts - 64 Pant 
Morfa, Porthcawl - 
two storey extension to 
gable elevation. 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg LHB - tem¬ 
porary surgery r/o 
Heol y Groes, Pencoed 

- relax condition 1 of 
07/1023 to extend tem¬ 
porary approval. 

Mr J Bryant - 16 
Connaught Close, 
Nottage, Porthcawl - 
single storey extension. 
Mr H Lucas - 16 Bryn 
Derlwyn, Broadlands, 
Bridgend - single storey 
rear extension for family 
room and kitchen and 
loft conversion for two 
bedrooms. 

Mrs Dollimore - 35 
Sandpiper Road, 
Porthcawl - lean-to 
conservatory to rear of 
dwelling. 

Mr G Thomas - 29 St 
Brides Road, 
Aberkenfig - two storey 
rear extension and 
detached garage. 

Mrs N John - 131 Bryn 
Road, Brynmenyn, 
Bridgend - extension to 
existing bathroom on 
ground floor.Royal 
London Asset Mgt - 
Unit 1 Waterton Retail 
Park, Waterton Lane, 
Bridgend - lawful 
development certificate 
for mezzanine floor for 
open A1 purposes. 

Royal London Asset Mgt 

- Unit 2 Waterton 
Retail Park, Waterton 
Lane, Bridgend - law¬ 
ful development certifi¬ 
cate for mezzanine floor 
for open A1 purposes. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



First 

Responders 
THE Ogmore Valley 
ladies choir and society 
have raised over 
£58,000 since 1998 for 
charities. 

On March 24 at 7pm 
they will hold a concert 
at Christ Church, 

Corbett Street, Ogmore 
Vale, in aid of the First 
Responders. 

Gala occasion 
MAESTEG Children’s 
Choir, under musical 
director Enid-Sian 
Hughes and accompa¬ 
nist Ryan Wood, enter¬ 
tained guests at the St 
David’s Day gala din¬ 
ner at City Hall, 
Cardiff. 

It was hosted by 
Bridgend AM Carwyn 
Jones, First Minister for 
Wales and Coun Rodney 
Berman, leader of 
Cardiff Council. 

The 43 choir members 
stood for an hour, 
singing in both Welsh 
and English. 

The choir’s up and 
coming soprano Rhian 
Hughes sang her version 
of ‘Halleluiah’, and 
Sian-Enid Hughes per¬ 
formed ‘Calon Lan’. 

Carwyn Jones con¬ 
gratulated the choir and 
commented that it was 
the first gala dinner that 
had not been entertained 
by a male voice choir. 

Choirs in 
harmony 
BETWS Primary 
School hosted a cele¬ 
bration concert held on 
March 3 to mark St 
David’s Day, starting 
with their rendition of 
‘Oh, we happy chil- 


M ay i, 

through 
your pages 
thank all of your 
readers who helped 
to make Fairtrade 
Fortnight 
(February 22- 
March 7) such a 
success? 

Conservatives support 
the Fairtrade movement 
and its message of mak¬ 
ing trade work for the 


dren’, sung to the well 
known Welsh melody 
‘Llwyn Onn’. 

The Garw Valley 
male choir followed 
with traditional Welsh 
airs and class three then 
confidently performed 
the traditional Welsh 
dance ‘Jac y Do’. 

Betws community 
choir performed both 
Welsh and Ethiopian 
music, and violinist 
Macie Wallis performed 
Carl Bohm’s ‘Valse 
Lente’. 

Garw Valley male 
choir opened the second 
half, followed by the 
school choir singing 
‘Suo Gan’ The grand 
finale consisted of class¬ 
es 4, 5 and 6 singing 
with the community 
choir including audience 
participation of popular 
songs. 

Willow weaving 
AT Parc Slip nature 
reserve visitors’ centre, 
Tondu on Saturday, 
April 10 between 
10am-12noon, there 
will be demonstrations 
of willow weaving, for 
youngsters to learn 
handicraft skills. 

There will also be 
pond dipping and other 
craft skills on display. 

Youngsters are 
encouraged to wear old 
clothes and there is no 
charge for this session. 
For more information 
phone Nicola on 01656 
724100. 

In the last week, I 
have seen a pair of mute 
swans and greylag geese 
on the reserve. I hope 
they will remain and 
breed here this year as 


developing world, 
because through trade, 
people in the developing 
world can earn their way 
out of poverty - provid¬ 
ed they can sell their 
goods freely and get fair 
prices for them. 

The great thing about 
the Fairtrade movement 
is that it allows British 
consumers to send a vol¬ 
untary signal, through 
the market, about the 
conditions in which they 
want their goods to be 


they have been missed 
over the few years. 

I have also seen snipe, 
which are really fast in 
flight, and one has to be 
quick to spot them! 

Prizewinners 
TONDU Primary 
School’s prizewinners 
in St David’s Day com¬ 
petitions for the foun¬ 
dation phase in writing 
were: First prize, 

Tegan Chambers, sec¬ 
ond, Keira Hill, third, 
Cleo Tapner. 

Art, first prize, Tom 
Howells, second, Dionne 
Tapner, third, Joseph 
Humphries. 

Photography first 
prize, Ansha Khurana, 
second, Connor Crewe, 
third, Keira Hill. 

Cookery, first prize, 
Ansha Khurana, second, 
Rhys Baker, third, Keira 
Hill. Highly commend¬ 
ed, Ellis McGuinness. 

In the Key Stage 2 
groupings, the winners 
of the art and writing 
sections were: First 
prize, Lowri Chambers, 
Morgan Owen Evans, 
Cerys Baker, Gemma 
O’Brien; second, Sophie 
Andrews, Cian Thacker, 
Louise Tuck, Abbie 


produced. 

By thinking about 
how we shop, perhaps 
combining our wish to 
support local businesses, 
as well as African farm¬ 
ers, we can make a dif¬ 
ference every time we 
visit the shops or buy a 
cup of coffee- not only 
during Fairtrade fort¬ 
night but all year round. 
Helen Baker, Ewenny 
(Conservative parlia¬ 
mentary candidate for 
Bridgend) 


Tapner, third Sian 
Kinsman, Rhiannon 
Haines, Loren Taylor, 
Taylor Lloyd, Jonathan 
Elliott. 

Photography - first 
prize, Sian Kinsman, 
second, Jack Webb, 
third, Cerys Baker and 
Charlie Smith. Highly 
commended, Cerys 
Osborne and Amy 
Thomas. 

Cookery - first prize, 
Latisha Bissmire, Kane 
Hill, Jack Howells, 

Cerys Osborne and 
Owen Rees. Second, 
Sophie Andrews, Lauren 
Mitchell, Charlotte 
Thomas, Megan Speck 
with third prizes to 
Charlie Smith, Amy 
Thomas, Chloe Thomas 
and Jonathan Elliott. 

There will be a par¬ 
ents’ meeting tonight 
(March 11). 

There will be an 
assembly for all parents 
and friends of Miss 
O’Brien’s class tomor¬ 
row, March 12 at 
10.20am. 

The PTA of the school 
is holding a pamper 
yourself evening at 
Tondu Cricket Club on 
Wednesday, March 17 
between 6pm-9.30pm. 
Tickets available from 
the school at £4, which 
helps school funds. 


ON March 1, only 
two matches could 
be regarded as real¬ 
ly close - although 
others were said to 
have been close for 
a considerable part 
of the game. 

Royal Oak Royals led 
by one against Prince of 
Wales ‘A’ after the writ¬ 
ten section and then they 
slowly edged further 
away and were feeling 
fairly comfortable with 
four or five left when the 
PoW rallied. 

However, it proved to 
be in vain and Royals ran 
out winners by 45-43. 

There was also only 
one point in it after the 
written section between 
Maesteg Catholic Club 
and Laleston Inn ‘A’. 

It was ‘nip and tuck’ 
after that but had a sur¬ 
prising finish as during 
the final four questions, 
Maesteg never scored 
another point and lost SI¬ 
TS. 

This proved doubly 
serious as it cost them 
their joint-leaders posi¬ 
tion in the table, because 
Royal Oak Nomads beat 
a seriously weakened 
Tondu Railway Club 
team by 62-31. 

Mackworth Arms 
retained third spot by 
beating Llangeinor AFC 
52-40, with Llynfi Arms, 
who beat Oldcastle ‘A’ 
49-37, a point behind in 
fourth. 


Choir concert 

GARW Valley male 
choir is presenting a 
special concert for resi¬ 
dents at Glanffrwd 
nursing home, Pencoed 
tonight (March 11). 

To find out more 
about the choir, log on to 
www cormeibioncwm- 
garw.co.uk 
Fundraiser 
Aberkenfig Boys and 
Girls Club is holding a 
fundraising evening at 
Tondu Cricket Club on 
Friday, April 16 at 
7pm, when entertain¬ 
ment will be provided 
by comedian Karl Foxx 
and supporting acts. 

There will also be an 
auction of sporting 
memorabilia and a dis¬ 
cotheque. 

Admission by ticket 
only, obtainable from 
Adrian on 07861 
643190, or Dave on 
07821 918732. 

The club has revised 
its opening hours at 
Ynysawdre youth centre, 
located behind the com¬ 
prehensive school. 

For children aged six 
to 11, it is now Mondays 
and Fridays between 
5pm-6.45pm. For those 
between 11-18, it is now 
on Fridays between 
7pm-9.15pm. 


In the second division, 
Prince of Wales ‘B’ had a 
big win versus Heol-y- 
Cyw RFC by 56-40 and 
are guaranteed promo¬ 
tion ,as are Llangewydd 
Arms who ended Cabo 
Roche’s chances, beating 
them 49-39. 

In fact, Cabo Roche 
drop to fourth as 
Pheasant Poachers won 
41-38 at Oddfellows 
Arms. 

Then come Oldcastle 
‘B’ who won away to 
Laleston Inn ‘B’ by SI¬ 
TS, and finally 
Gamekeepers, who beat 
bottom club Pyle RFC by 
50-39. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought’: 

1. Which pop manag¬ 
er’s family own the chain 
of shops called NEMS in 
Liverpool? 

2. Which American 

General died in a car 
crash in December 1945 
and is buried with troops 
he led at the 

Battle of the Bulge? 

3. Who was the first 
snooker player to win 
both the world amateur 
and professional titles? 

4. What is the first 
name of President 
Obama’s wife? 

A RUDGE 
(Hon sec BGQL) 
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Maesteg Children’s Choir at the Cardiff concert. 


Bridgend thieves 
grab copper haul 


DARING thieves 
raided a plumbing 
supplies company 
on Kent Road, 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate and stole 
thousands of 

pounds worth of 
copper and nine 
central heating boil¬ 
ers. 

Police say the incident 


occurred between mid¬ 
day on Saturday, March 6 
and just after 3.30pm the 
following day. 

“Burglars removed 
nine central heating boil¬ 
ers, including Ariston, 
Ferroli, Pro Combi and 
Worcester models. In 
addition, a large amount 
of copper and some cash 
was also stolen. It is 
believed the thieves 
made their getaway using 


one of the company’s 
own vans, which was 
also stolen during the 
burglary,” said Detective 
Inspector Jason Redrup 
of Bridgend CID. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Detective Inspector 
Redrup at Bridgend CID 
on 101, or anonymously 
via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111. 


Fairtrade makes a difference 


BRIDGEND AND 
PORTHCAWL GEM 
QUIZ LEAGUE 
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THE VALE BUSINESS PARK- PLAYING ITS PART 
IN BEATING THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN 



ABOVE: 

The Vale Business Park has a wealth of surprises in store 
at Llandow, on the Cowbridge to Llantwit Major road. 


O the casual 
motorist 
driving 
along the Llantwit 
Major to 

Cowbridge road at 
Llandow, the Vale 
Business Park 
might look like a 
‘trade only’ enter¬ 
prise. 

It does, of course, 
have the Weavers 
retail Ford dealership 
which is highly visible 
at the entrance but few 
drivers realise the 
number of enterprises 
that ply their trade on 
the estate. 

In fact, the business 
park hosts a surprising 
variety of businesses - 
all eager for new cus¬ 
tomers and all with 
something special to 
offer. 

In these uncertain 
economic times, there 
is precious little that 
experts agree on, but 
one thing is certain - 
that small and medi¬ 
um-size privately- 
owned businesses are 


crucial to future eco¬ 
nomic prosperity. 

The Vale Business 
Park has attracted 
many local entrepre¬ 
neurs and, as well as 
employing local peo¬ 
ple and playing a vital 
role in the economic 
life of the Vale, these 
entrepreneurs have 
much to offer cus¬ 
tomers who need to 
get value for money. 

The park was estab¬ 
lished from the 1970s 
onwards on what had 
been part of the old 
Llandow military air¬ 
field - created in 1938 
by the MoD. 

The man who 
developed the site is 
John Winslade, who is 
chairman of LEL 
Properties Ltd. His 
company owns all of 
the park - and about 
80 per cent of the 
many and varied busi¬ 
ness units located 
there. 

The rest are units 
which were privately 
developed on the 
firm’s land. 


Mr Windslade also 
owns Ledley 
Engineering, which 
was one of the first 
firms to open up on 
this land. 

“The site was origi¬ 
nally owned by the 
Ministry of Defence,” 
he said. “They decid¬ 
ed in the 1960s that 
they did not need it 
any more and it was 
put up for sale.” 

Since acquiring the 
land, Mr Winslade has 
invested millions in 
developing the busi¬ 
ness park. 

“It has grown from 
fewer than 20 units 
originally, to the 90 
we have at the 
moment,” he said. 

“We have a wide 
variety of businesses 
here and people are 
surprised when they 
visit at what they can 
find.” 

Take a tour of the 
business park and you 
will find a wide vari¬ 
ety of companies 
offering goods and 
services including fur¬ 


niture, metal fabrica¬ 
tion, joinery, car 
repair, woodburning 
stoves, caravans, 
printing, marquees 
and a variety of engi¬ 
neering products. 

The owners have 
not been afraid to 
invest in the park, and 
a new entrance, com¬ 
plete with a gate¬ 
house, was added in 
recent years. 

The extra security 
that came with that 
development has 
given existing tenants 
peace of mind, and it 
is an important ele¬ 
ment in attracting 
more enterprises to the 
park in the future. 

The gatehouse, of 
course, is manned at 
nights and at week¬ 
ends. 

In fact, a great deal 
of thought has gone 
into securing the site, 
while at the same time 
creating a good envi¬ 
ronment to work and 
do business in. 

Stone walls were 
built around the estate 


but a number of areas 
were left undeveloped 
to provide natural 
‘green’ places to take 
a break. 

Planting around 
3,000 trees has moved 
the development of 
these areas along nice¬ 
ly, and more and more 
wildlife has settled 
there. 

Mr Winslade has 
been through three 
recessions since he 
started up on the park. 

“We have been 
through 1976, 1982 
and the mid-90s,” he 
said. 

The current eco¬ 
nomic downturn has 
hung around, but Mr 
Winslade says that 
LEL is in a strong 
position to weather the 
storm. 

However, Mr 
Winslade is not com¬ 
placent and he knows 
how tough it is at the 
moment for many 
companies. 

He said: “We con¬ 
tinue to offer very 
competitive rates and, 


as a small, local com¬ 
pany we are in a posi¬ 
tion to negotiate with 
prospective tenants 
about terms and con¬ 
ditions. 

“I would urge any¬ 
one thinking of either 
re-locating or opening 
up a new business to 


pop in or contact our 
managing agent, 
Herbert R Thomas in 
Cowbridge, and we 
will do our best to get 
them what they need 
at a price that’s afford¬ 
able. 

“We have a wide 
variety of units avail¬ 


able and we are get¬ 
ting some interest 
from existing busi¬ 
nesses who are look¬ 
ing to move.” 

Mr Winslade said 
that the park was a 
“valuable source of 
employment in the 
locality”. 
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recycling 


V Making recycling work far everyone... 

Sit«**rv ha* dev*ed a new service designed to help 

V companies recycle their paper and cardboard waste 
in a convenient and cost-effective way- 

We now run a comprehensive collectK>n service with a 
one off fnced charge of just £5 per collection, 
regardless of quantity. We have also opened a new 
Material Recycling Facility on the Vale Business Park, to 
which our customers can bring their waste paper and 
cardboard for recycling, for FREE! 

Siteserv are also specialists in the handling of confidential 
waste and our secure destruction service offers oir 
customers peace of mind at competitive rates. Our state 
of the art recycling centre manages 
your confidential items with speed 
and discretion, while ail collections 
are undertaken by tulfy trained 
and audited staff 

For more information 
call 0845 BOO 2228 or email 
infoocltesenrecycllnq.cpro 



C S Boxall Ltd 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 

5 C S Boxall can supply all 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
I MATERIALS 

tel -JJ I 11 TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

^ ■ | CALOR GAS BOTTLES 

I I i| Whatever the product you 

LE? J reauire. aive us a call. 


require, give us a call. 


Colin and his team have moved just around the 
corner into a new unit. . . Now based in a much larger 
building, still on Vale Business Park, Llandow - an easy 
place to visit - no problems with parking, loading, etc, 
hassle free, and where else will you get a friendly, first 
class service, locally based. 
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Solar panels (energy), 
renewable energy, central 
heating and boilers. 
Bathrooms, kitchens and 
tiling. Installation and 
maintenance of all gas, 
oil and solid fuel boilers. 
Plumbing and heating 
upgrades. 


| ^Worcester 

BOILERS 


5 Year 
Guarantee 

Gas Safe 
Installers 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


OPEN: 
8.00am 
’til 5.00pm I 
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NEW UNIT NOW OPEN TO BOTH TRADE AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC | 

39F VALE BUSINESS PARK, 

LLANDOW, Nr COWBRIDGE CF71 7PF 
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OWENS 


NEW 

REFURBISHED 

MOTOR SERVICES nowopeni 

ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIALS 

SERVICING - BRAKES - EXHAUSTS - CLUTCHES 
CAMBELTS - WELDING - GEARBOX - ENGINE 
REPAIRS - TYRES - BALANCING - PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
TRACKING - DIAGNOSTICS - SHOCK ABSORBERS 
WHEEL BEARINGS - ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Car and customer collection available 

01446 774870 




ABOVE: LEL Properties Ltd. 

ILoSoILo 


(Properties) Limited 


UNITS 

AVAILABLE 

Please call 
LEL Properties 

Unit 35, Vale Business Park 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7PF 


T. (01446) 774806 
F (01446) 773986 
E, lelproperties@ledley.co.uk 



RpYAL £jf FIELD 


AUTHORISED DEALER 

Sales - Service - Parts - Repair 
Unit 27a, Vale Business Park 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 


Tel. 01446 771160 

www.llandowclassics.cauk 


Owens Motor 
Services for all 
repairs and MoTs 


A LUN and the 
team wel¬ 
come you to 
Owens Motor 
Services. The com¬ 
pany has now been 
established for 29 
years, and it is a 
friendly, working 
environment where 
many customers 
drop in for a chat 
and a cuppa. 

The firms offers 
MoTs in the refurbished 
MoT bay with all re¬ 
tests free (within 10 


working days). 

Mechanical repairs 
and servicing are carried 
out to all makes and 
models, including light 
commercials, 4x4s, 
camper vans and the old 
classics. 

Manufacturers’ war¬ 
ranty is not affected by 
any work. 

The firm also does 
warranty work and diag¬ 
nostics. 

Car collection is 
available in the sur¬ 
rounding Vale area by 
prior appointment. 


D.B. FRANCIS lm | . 

• All Gas Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers specification 

• Twelve month guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance. 


A 


A.C.O.P. Approved 
FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF717PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446771175 


Llandow Classics 
- for the true 
motorcycle 
enthusiast 


L landow 
classics 

was set up in 
October 2006 and 
was the idea of clas¬ 
sic motorcycle 
enthusiasts, Chris 
Williams and Baz 
Cooper, who had 
previously worked 
together in the air¬ 
craft industry. 

As the largest Royal 
Enfield motorcycle deal¬ 
er in south Wales, the 
business is located at 
Unit 27a, Vale Business 
Park, near the back gate. 

The company has the 
new EFI Electra and the 
new Classic 500 
machines in stock, and 
now has both available 
as a demonstrator. If you 
would like to take a test 


ride, all you need to 
bring along is your hel¬ 
met and driving licence. 

We stock a range of 
new parts and acces¬ 
sories, including Davida 
Helmets, Halycyon 
Goggles, Buffs and 
Miller Classic Oils and 
can order items as 
required. We also offer a 
full workshop service, 
including wheel builds, 
servicing and renova¬ 
tion. 

In addition, Llandow 
Classics also stocks a 
new range of motorcy¬ 
cle-related gift ideas - 
ideal - if you are look¬ 
ing for something for the 
motorcycle enthusiast. 

Anyone is welcome to 
pop in for coffee, have a 
look at our bikes and 
take the new EFI 
Enfields out for a spin! 



LEFT: 

The team at 
Owens Motor 
Services are 
always happy 
to help . 


Richard Couzens welcome 
customers old and new 


ICHARD 
Couzens 
Machinery 
Ltd is going from 
strength-to- 
strength, supplying 
and maintaining 
both agricultural 
machinery to the 
farming industry 
and horticultural 
equipment to the 
general public. 

Recent expansion to 
the company has now 


included a counter serv¬ 
ice area for customers, 
with a showroom area 
currently housing new 
mowers. 

The company will 
repair, service or supply 
mowers according to 
your needs. 

It has a part exchange 
system available; you 
can even have a courtesy 
mower, if you have 
unexpected special 
plans. 

Your item can be 
repaired on site, or staff 
will collect and deliver 


free of charge - as and 
when necessary. 

The company team is 
local to the Vale and has 
a wealth of experience 
and knowledge. Staff are 
all friendly, reliable and 
helpful. 

Richard would like to 
thank all existing cus¬ 
tomers for their past loy¬ 
alty and looks forward to 
their continued custom. 

He also welcomes 
new customers - so 
come and look around! 

There are great prices 
and everybody is wel¬ 


come. 

HOW TO FIND US ... 

Entering the Vale 
Business Park, Llandow, 
you follow the main 
road into the site and 
keep straight ahead, 
practically to the end to 
where road narrowing 
pillars are situated. Turn 
right and then take the 
first left; the entrance is 
at the end of this street. 

Call for more infor¬ 
mation on 01446 771660 
or email us on: couzens 
machinery @ btconnect. c 
om. 





New counter 
service now open 





Open Hours: 8 till 5.30pm Mon - Fri 
Sat 8.30 till I pm 



Specialists in selling & Servicing NEW & USED 
Agricultural Machinery plus 
Domestic & Commercial Lawn Mowers 


LAWN MOWER MAINTENANCE 


from only £45 

New Spark Plugs, Oil Change, Blades Sharpened - 
any make/model. New mowers & chainsaws available. 

Richard Couzens Machinery Ltd. Unit lOaVale Business Park, 
Cowbridge,Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7PF 





Tel +44 (0)1446 771 660 Fax +44 (0)1446 774 396 
Email couzensmachinery@btconnect.com 


s 


See page 14 for more businesses that can 
be found on Vale Business Park 
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Everything you could need 
for your caravan (and more)! 



O PEN seven days a week, Vale of 
Glamorgan Caravans has been 
established for nearly 10 years 
and is a local dealer that can offer the 
complete package of servicing, storage, 
parts, accessories and awnings. 

It also specialises in the sale of quality pre¬ 
owned caravans, ranging from starter to high 
specification luxury models - all fully checked 
for your peace of mind. 



ABOVE: A caravan being worked on at 
Vale Caravan Sales. 


Peak Performance offer great 
service and technical expertise 



Servicing & Repair on all makes. 

(without affecting manufacturers’ warranty.) 

| Brakes, welding, shock absorbers 
& timing belts changed. 

Vast selection of tyres in stock. 


Best Price MoT’s 



OF? 


INVESTOR 
IN PEOPLE 


'PRICE PROMISE' 


PEAK PERFORMANCE 

01446 775775 Bill 


W HEN you 
pop into 
Peak 

Performance, you 
can always be 
assured of a warm 
and welcoming 
service, offering 
competitive prices 
across the board. 

The company has a 
history spanning 20 
years. It has grown from 
strength to strength, and 
in 2006 moved onto the 
Vale Business Park. 

Offering servicing, 
MoTs, vehicle mainte¬ 
nance, tyres and other 
products, Peak 
Performance is truly a 
one-stop shop for all 
your car’s needs. 

It has three qualified 
MoT testers and also has 
specific training on 
Volkswagen, Audi, 
diesel and a range of 
diagnostics. 
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LEFT: 

The Riverlea 
showroom - 
there are many 
businesses based 
on the Vale 
Business Park, 
some of which 
you may not 
even have 
realised were 
there! 


r 





LEFT: 

Peak 

Performance, 
offering 
competitive 
prices and a 
warm and 
friendly service, 
is another of the 
wide range of 
companies 
to be found 
at the Vale 
Business Park. 


(A Ml JO SAIL 

Quality Assured 


A&G AUTO REPAIRS 

_ 01446 773083 _ 

Located in 

Vale Business Park since 
1996, and established 
for over 40 years. 

MOT Class 4/7 
General Repairs 
Services 

Call DaveAicken 

01446 773083 



A&G AUTO REPAIRS LTD 


ABOVE: The Topstak showroom. 


2IE Vale Business Park, L LAN DOW CF7I 7PF 


Wilcare 
Holdings Ltd 
offers quality 
furniture 


W ilcare 

Wales Ltd, 
Relax & 

Recline Chairs UK 
Ltd and Boston 


ing, please call 
Melanie on 01446 
772227. 


If you missed out on 
promoting your company in 
this feature, you can still take 
advantage of The GEM’s 
coverage - from Penarth to 
Porthcawl and 
online, by appearing in 
our next ‘In Business’ 
feature in April. 


Designs Ltd are part 
of Wilcare Holdings 
Ltd, and are all 
manufacturers of 
high-quality furni- 


Wilcare 


Wales Premier 
manufacturer of furniture 


ture. 

We are having a 
pre-Easter sale to 
make way for our 
new spring and sum¬ 
mer collections and, 
therefore, need extra 
space. 

The furniture that 
we have on offer 
ranges from three 
piece suites, sofas 
and chairs to electric 
rise and recline 
chairs. 

All items in our 
sale are either can- 


Salc of sofa’s, 
chairs & electric rise 
and recline chairs 

All cancelled orders 
and stock clearance 

Prices to clear to make 
way for new stock 

Tel: 01446 772227 

to arrange viewing 



celled orders, or 
returns - due to the 
furniture not being 
able to get into a 
house. 

To arrange a view- 
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Burton’s Wonderland is 
the most peculiar (but 
unexciting) place to be! 


E ither Tim 

Burton has 
some kind of 
grasp over Johnny 
Depp, or the pair 
just really enjoy 
working together! 

Since Edward 
Scissorhands in 1991, 
the pair have worked 
together seven times, 
hitting the heights with 
the likes of Sweeney 
Todd, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory and 
Ed Wood. 

Having seemingly 
developed their own 
shorthand with a hint of 
macabre, their latest 
joint effort sees them 
take on Lewis Carroll’s 
famed Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Alice (played by new¬ 
comer Mia Wasikowsa) 
is now 17, her adven¬ 
tures in Wonderland 
back in her childhood 
and forgotten. 

When she is forced 
into a marriage proposal 
she has no wish to enter¬ 
tain, she runs off to fol¬ 
low the White Rabbit 
(voiced by Michael 
Sheen). Since she was 
last there, Wonderland 
has been taken over by 
the Red Queen (Helena 
Bonham Carter), who 
has overthrown the 
White Queen (Anne 
Hathaway), and the peo¬ 
ple of Wonderland hope 
Alice can fight the 
Jabberwocky in order to 
overthrow the evil 
queen. 

However, she cannot 
do it alone, and must 
rely on help from all of 
those in Wonderland, 
such as Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee (Matt 


HENRI ARMELIN 
is a Ty Hafan record 
breaker after rais¬ 
ing the most money 
ever for a sponsored 
head shave. 

The 16-year old, from 
The Knap in Barry, was 
able to present Gaynor 
Taylor, a Ty Hafan com¬ 
munity fundraising co¬ 
ordinator, with a record 
£3145.61. 


Lucas), the Blue 
Caterpillar (voiced by 
Alan Rickman) and, of 
course, the Mad Hatter 
(Depp)... 

Retreading ground 
that has already been 
trampled on is not the 
best of options for Tim 
Burton - on the basis of 
his woeful ‘reimagining ’ 
of Planet of the Apes. 
Since that travesty, how¬ 
ever, Burton has hit 
form, with the likes of 
Big Fish and Sweeney 
Todd returning him to 
the heights of past glo¬ 
ries. 

Alice in Wonderland, 
however, is less a step 
back for the director, and 
more of a side step into 
a world where the end 
product is a mish-mash 
that entertains in fits and 
starts, but lacks any real 
cohesion or grip. 

Certainly, the idea is a 
sound one, taking Lewis 
Carroll’s story and imag¬ 
ining a sequel to it, 
where Alice is older and 
cannot remember the 
first time she fell down 
the rabbit hole. But a 
sound idea does not 
always make for a sound 
story, and that is the case 
here. 

Linda Woolverton’s 
screenplay does a clever 
job of taking the meat of 
the original and updat¬ 
ing it, but by doing this 
she ends up trying to fit 
so much in that nothing 
much of it feels all that 
consequential in the 
grand scheme of things. 

Characters pop up 
here and there, most of 
the time for little reason 
other than to seemingly 
create a connection 
between the original and 


Henri smashed the 
record of £1,610 previ¬ 
ously raised for the char¬ 
ity from a head-shaving 
event. 

Gaynor said: “This is a 
huge sum Henri has 
raised. It will help us to 
continue to offer care and 
support to the life-limited 
children, young people 
and their families who 
desperately need it. 

“Everyone at Ty Hafan 


this story, which makes 
for a film that bustles 
and hurries without ever 
really doing anything. 

It’s a shame, as con¬ 
tained within are some 
performances of real 
enjoyment. Mia 
Wasikowsa holds the 
screen incredibly well in 
her debut feature film 
performance, giving 
Alice a touch of depth 
and independence, yet 
still with a hint of wide- 
eyed innocence once she 
falls down the rabbit 
hole, while performanc¬ 
es (physical and vocal) 
from the likes of Matt 
Lucas, Crispin Glover 
and Michael Sheen mean 
that the film isn’t lack¬ 
ing in terms of perform¬ 
ance. 

The most intriguing 
turns are from Burton’s 
right-hand man Johnny 
Depp and Helena 
Bonham Carter. The for¬ 
mer may be seemingly 
placing his stock wholly 
in kooky characters with 
peculiar quirks and tics, 
but he gives the Hatter a 
sense of pathos and sad¬ 
ness behind the garish 
hair and pale face. 

Coupled with a split 
personality trait that sees 
him occasionally crack 
out a Glaswegian brogue 
and you have a perform¬ 
ance that, while engag¬ 
ing, is more than a little 
off-kilter, and while 
wholly watchable, is 
ever so slightly peculiar. 

Bonham Carter’s turn 
is probably the most 
entertaining of all, chan¬ 
nelling Queenie from 
Blackadder as the Red 
Queen with a head far 
larger than her body and 
full of rage and tyranny. 


is extremely grateful to 
him for his selfless act 
and raising such an enor¬ 
mous amount of money 
for the charity.” 

Also at the presenta¬ 
tion, was Stas Asprou of 
Asprou Gent’s 

Hairdressers in Broad 
Street, Barry who was 
given the responsibility 
of shaving Henri’s hair. 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Ordering ‘Off with their 
heads’ on a regular basis, 
her performance is win- 
ningly wonderful, played 
lightly but a hint of 
macabre - hers is a turn 
that strikes all the right 
notes. 

As ever, Burton’s 
direction is as gothic and 
twisted as ever, using his 
unique visual sensibility 
to create a film that isn’t 
lacking in colour or cre¬ 
ativity. What it is lacking 
in is much in the way of 
excitement, with the film 
lacking any truly notable 
moments. 

There are sequences 
of real skill and bravura 
(Alice falling down the 
rabbit hole, the red and 
white armies meeting on 
a giant chessboard) but 
they are all too fleeting; 
couple this with a weak 
use of the 3-D technolo¬ 
gy (something that, since 
the release of Avatar, 
has taken on far greater 
importance) and you 
have a film that while 
kaleidoscopic in colour, 
never quite hits the spot 
as you hope it would. 

In among the myriad 
of peculiar characters 
and off kilter moments 
there is an entertaining 
film lurking; however, 
Burton appears more 
concerned with making a 
wilfully offbeat film 
than an entertaining one, 
and while Alice In 
Wonderland is a interest¬ 
ing viewing experience, 
it rarely feels like an 
essential one. 

VERDICT-Another 
weird, but only slightly 
wonderful, offering from 
Tim Burton, Alice In 
Wonderland entertains in 
fits and starts but is too 
concerned with its pecu¬ 
liarities to make for a 
enjoyable viewing expe¬ 
rience. 

Good turns from the 
likes of Mia Wasikowsa, 
Johnny Depp and Helena 
Bonham Carter raise the 
levels, but overall it 
makes for a slightly 
underwhelming watch. 
Average. 

Mayor’s coffee 
THE Mayor of the Vale 
will hold a charity cof¬ 
fee morning at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Office, Holton Road, 
Barry, on Tuesday, 
March 23 at 10.30am- 
12noon. 

All proceeds will go 
to the ValePlus charity. 


Henri shatters a 
Ty Hafan record! 



Henri Armelin presents Gaynor Taylor of Ty Hafan with the record 
breaking cheque. 


Former rugby star ‘full 
of remorse’ court is told 


FORMER rugby 
star, JPR Williams, 
appeared in a 
Cardiff court on 
Monday, where he 
was banned for 17 
months on a drink¬ 
driving charge. 

He had failed a breath 
test after being stopped 
in his red Audi cabriolet 
in Cardiff and put in a 
patrol car to be taken to a 
police station for another 
test. He had placed coins 
in his mouth in a mistak¬ 
en attempt to thwart the 
breathalyser readings. 

A blood sample 
showed 142 mil¬ 
ligrammes of alcohol in 
100 millitres of blood; 
the legal limit is 80. 

Cardiff magistrates 
heard that police stopped 
the former surgeon’s car 
after being told a similar 


vehicle had been stolen. 
However, his solicitor, 
Nigel Daniel, said: “I 
wonder how many other 
red Audis have the regis¬ 
tration number JPR.” 

Mr Daniel said JPR 
and another former 
Wales star had been 
entertained at London 
Welsh’s ground in Old 
Deer Park in Richmond 
during a match on 
January 30. 

The pair were chauf- 
fered back to Cardiff 
where JPR took the “stu¬ 
pid and misconceived” 
idea to drive back eight 
miles to his home in 
Llansannor. 

He said: “Dr Williams 
was under the foolish 
apprehension that after a 
four-hour journey he 
would be fit to drive. It 
was a costly mistake.” 

“To say that his arrest 


and detention had a salu¬ 
tary effect on him would 
be an understatement. He 
was terrified. He is full of 
remorse. 

“He feels he has let his 
family down, his friends 
and those who held him 
in high regard for his 
sporting prowess. 

“He is somebody who 
as a medical expert 
should clearly have 
known better.” 

Mr Williams was fined 
£380 with £85 and £15 
victim surcharge after 
admitting drink-driving. 
His 17-month ban will be 
cut by four months if he 
attends a course. 

Outside court, his 
solicitor said: “He regrets 
the actions which led him 
to appear here today. He 
hopes some good will 
come of today and that 
others, both young and 


old, will not follow his 
example and will refrain 
from drink-driving. 

“He would also warn 
people not to drive in the 
mistaken belief that alco¬ 
hol has left the system.” 

Burglars 
strike 
at Barry 
Island 

BARRY police are 
investigating a burgla¬ 
ry at a house on Heol 
Eryr Mor, Barry 
Island, between 3am 
and 7am on Saturday, 
February 27 - when a 
handbag was stolen 
containing cash, bank 
cards and £40 of John 
Lewis vouchers. 


Dyffryn Gardens is 
free for Mother’s Day! 


LOOKING for a spe¬ 
cial way to show your 
mum what she means 
to you this Mother’s 
Day, March 14 - if so, 
why not take her to 
popular Dyffryn 
Gardens for free? 

The special offer fol¬ 
lows the success of pre¬ 
vious similar events at 
the Vale Council-owned 
tourist attraction and, to 
take advantage of the 
offer, all it needs is for 


mums to be accompa¬ 
nied by a full paying 
child or adult. 

Vale Council cabinet 
member for leisure and 
tourism Coun Anthony 
Ernest commented: 
“After such a fantastic 
response to St David’s 
Day, Dyffryn Gardens 
has once again shown 
the important role it 
plays, not only as a local 
attraction, but also in 
encouraging tourism to 


the area. I hope that 
many families take 
advantage of this won¬ 
derful opportunity and 
visit the gardens this 
Mother’s Day.” 

For more information 
on visiting the gardens 
or about any of the 
events taking place 
throughout the year, visit 
www. dyffryngardens. com 


Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact DC Lee Davies at 
Barry CID on 01446 
731606, or anony¬ 
mously via 

Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. _ 

Gibbonsdown 
centre AGM 
GIBBONSDOWN 
Community Centre is 
holding its manage¬ 
ments AGM today 
(March 11) at 6pm in 
the Community 

Centre, Ramsey Road, 
Barry. 



Brighter 

Moves 

I1TATI AlltlTI 


Moving with the times... 


SELLING FEES OF JUST 0.75% 
(subject to minimum fee of £950.00) 
No Sale, No Fees, No VAT 
Tenant Finding Service Available 
Only 50% of the first month rent 




Wimbourne Road, 
Pencoed, Bridgend 
Reduced to £144,995 

Three bedroom, modernised. 


Blackmill Road, 
Blackmill, Bridgend. 
£449,995 

Bam conversion, approx 2.5 acres, stables 



Priory Avenue, 
Bridgend 
£174,995 

3 bedroom, large garden, south side 



Nant-yr-Adar, 

Llangewydd Court, Bridgend 
£124,995 

Oak kitchen, conservatory, no ongoing chain 


Adare Street, 
Ogmore Vale, Bridgend 
Reduced to £67,500 

Three bedrooms, starter home 


Charles Street, 
Bridgend 

Reduced to £109,995 

3 bedrooms, town location no ongoing chain 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Accompanied Viewings, HIPs Ordered. 
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World Books Day means fun 
for all at St Clare’s School! 


BRYNCETHIN JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 


IT was a walking 
library of literary 
figures at St Clare’s 
School in 

Porthcawl, when 
the nursery and 
prep school dressed 
up as some of their 
favourite book 
characters on 
World Book Day. 

Every pupil in the jun¬ 
ior end of the school 
came in costume as their 
favourite character or in 
a costume inspired by a 
favourite book. 

There was a Mad 
Hatter, a Hannah 
Montana, a Superman, a 
James Bond, a 
Tinkerbell, a Hermione 
Granger from the Harry 
Potter series, a Tracy 
Beaker, several Buzz 
Lightyears and a Just 
William, among a myriad 
of different characters 


and different books rep¬ 
resented. 

...And the teachers 
didn’t escape either - 
they all had to dress up as 
St Clare’s pupils for the 
morning! 

World Books Day was 
designated by UNESCO 
as a worldwide celebra¬ 
tion of books and reading 
and is marked in more 
than 100 countries across 
the globe. 

It is designed to pro¬ 
mote books and reading 
for the personal enrich¬ 
ment and enjoyment of 
all. 

The headteacher of St 
Clare’s School, 

Catherine Barnard, com¬ 
mented: “At St Clare’s 
we make reading and lit¬ 
eracy a priority from a 
very early age and are 



Dylan Bebbington as Harry Potter, 
and Cullen Loynton as King Arthur. 

proud of the level of just for academic work, 
reading ability achieved but also gives access to 
by our pupils. the wonderful world of 

“Most of our pupils literature, and stimulates 
can read by the time they both their imaginations 
leave the reception class and their enquiring 
and this gives them an minds.” 
excellent grounding, not DM 



__ Ill 1 

Olivia Brown and 
Grace Dalton, as ^ 

Oompa Loompas. ABOVE: Imogen John, Evie Morgan and Finty Heyhoe. 


High speed action provides 
Sunday morning spectacle! 


BRYNCETHIN under-9s 4 
MAESTEG 0 


ON a gloriously 
bright morning, the 
under-9s hosted 
their Maesteg coun¬ 
terparts. 

Bryncethin started 
brightly with good runs 
by Finlay Mullens, Josh 
Napper and Davis 
Pilkington. Following a 
period of possession, 
space was made for 
Daniel Osarigie to go on 
a mazy run and dart 
over for the first score 
of the day. 

The Bryn youngsters 
were enjoying them¬ 
selves and a sharp break 
by Luke Board saw him 
give a lovely pass to 
Finlay Mullens, who 
scampered over to 
increase the lead. 

A third try was not 
long in coming, and 
after good work by 
Rhys Davies, Morgan 
Stevens and Jack 
Thomas, it was Morgan 
Stevens who crossed for 
the try. 

The second half start¬ 
ed in the same vein but 
Maesteg, to their great 
credit, were much more 
forceful in defence. 

The Bryn players 
were trying to play an 
expansive game but 
were thwarted on a 
number of occasions, 
either by slack handling 


or some solid defending 
by Maesteg. 

Maesteg were not 
without threat and they 
forced plenty of defend¬ 
ing, with Aaron Thomas 
and Tobias Hunt at the 
forefront with some 
committed tackling. 

It was from once such 
defensive effort that 
Luke Board ripped the 
ball from his opponent 
and fed Aaron Thomas, 
who showed great s ki ll 
and determination to 
cross for the final score 
of the game. 

Man of the match: 
Another good all round 
display from the entire 
team. An excellent all 
round performance saw 
Morgan Stevens take the 
award. 

Squad: Aaron 
Thomas (captain), Davis 
Pilkington, Tobias Hunt, 
Rhys Davies, Josh 
Napper, Finlay Mullens, 
Jack, Thomas, Daniel 
Osarigie, Morgan 
Stevens and Luke Board. 
Final score: Bryncethin 
4, Maesteg 0. 

UNDER-lOs 
BRYNCETHIN 
started with some 
good interplay 
between forwards 
and backs, allowing 
Iwan Veasey to open 


the scoring. 

The second score fol¬ 
lowed when the ball 
went through the backs 
to release Emyr Watkins 
to scorch over. 

Maesteg came with 
plenty of endeavour but 
there were fine defen¬ 
sive displays from the 
three Ryans; Lovell, 
Blake and Morgan, as 
well as Gethyn Napper 
and Morgan Tarr. 

Following a period of 
Maesteg pressure, the 
ball broke loose and 
Ryan Lovell was able to 
recover possession and 
release Emyr Watkins 
for his second score of 
the match. 

More determined 
work from Maesteg was 
rewarded when they 
pulled a score back with 
a try in the corner. 

This renaissance was 
short lived however, 
with two tries from 
Dafydd Evans giving 
Bryncethin a 5-1 half 
time lead. 

The second half fol¬ 
lowed a similar pattern 
to the first. Another 
Dafydd Evans score was 
quickly followed by a 
third Emyr Watkins try, 
after some excellent 
midfield work by Iwan 
Veasey. 

Maesteg continued to 
show a great attitude but 
determined play from 
the likes of Owen Hart 
and Aaron Jones contin¬ 


ued to frustrate the visi¬ 
tors. 

Bryncethin were 
showing deft skills and 
aggressive running with 
Ryan Blake and Emyr 
Hunnam constantly 
making ground. 

Both Dafydd Evans 
and Emyr Watkins 
scored to make it 9-1. 

However, it was 
rather fitting that the 
final score of the match 
was to come from 
Maesteg. It was nothing 
less than they deserved 
following a gritty dis¬ 
play against opponents 
who were on fine form. 

The Bryncethin 
coaches were delighted 
with the performance of 
the boys and Maesteg 
should be proud of the 
attitude shown by all 
their players. 

The man of the match 
went to a player who 
was outstanding in both 
defence and attack. 
Congratulations to Ryan 
Blake. 

Squad: Ryan Morgan, 
Ryan Lovell, Ryan 
Blake, Emyr Watkins, 
Emyr Hunnam, Owen 
Hart, Gethyn Napper, 
Morgan Tarr, Aaron 
Jones, Iwan Veasey and 
Dafydd Evans 
Final score: Bryncethin 
9, Maesteg 2. 

RH 




No VAT increases... In fact PAY NO VAT AT ALL!! 


CALL NOW 01656 653147 FOR A FREE HOME CONSULTATION 


TX\A/r\ ST Call into our showroom @ 
IVJVVII CX 5.7 Brackla Street Centre 

Country ® r ' c *9 enc * cf3i ibz 

ILI y vvww.townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 


HOME MEASURE 
AND STUNNING 3-D 
COMPUTER PLANNING 
CALL 01656 653147 


Fitted Bedroom & 
Home Office Furniture 


fM 

BROCHURE 


Call 

(01656) 653147 fora 
FREE BROCHURE 
or to arrange a 
FREE HOME SURVEY 


10 GOOD REASONS TO BUY NOW 

IN OUR FABULOUS NEW YEAR SALE 

/ RIGHT NOW! OUR FABULOUS VALUE FITTED BEDROOM AND 
OFFICE FURNITURE IS NOW BEING DISCOUNTED TO THE VALUE OF THEVAT!!! 

/ NOW MORE CHOICE THAN EVER - OVER 500 DOOR STYLE COMBINATIONS!! 

/ HIGH QUALITY 18mm CABINET CONSTRUCTION 

/ WE INSTALL FULL CARCASS CONSTRUCTIONS (NOT JUST FRONT FRAME DOORS!!) 
/ FREE HOME MEASURE 
/ FREE STUNNING 3-D COMPUTER PLANNING 
/ EXPERT FITTING BY OUR PROFESSIONAL TRADESMEN / CABINET MAKERS 
/ 4 NEW AMAZING EASY PAYMENT PLANS (WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST) 

/ WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 
/ NO PRESSURE SALES APPROACH 
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Home 



ardens 


Look no further 
than Future 
Window Solutions 


F uture 
window 

SOLUTIONS 
can help with all 
your home repairs 
or improvements - 
so don’t pay a for¬ 
tune elsewhere! 

A company 
spokesman explained: 
“We offer a wide range 
of upgrading services 
with special discounts 
for OAPs. 

“Have you had PVCu 
doubled glazed win¬ 
dows fitted in the past 
10 to 15 years and are 
now experiencing 
drafts, wobbly handles, 
or condensation on your 
glass? If so, whatever 
the problem, we will 


resolve it for you. 

“One of our friendly 
service teams can come 
out to assess the prob¬ 
lem. Whether it is 
replacing new beads 
around the frames to 
new hinges, we are a 
family company that 
you can rely on. 

“We don’t replace 
something unless it is 
absolutely necessary - 
in this way Future 
Window Solutions saves 
customers’ money.” 

There are a number 
of other services that 
the company offers. 

The spokesman 
added: “We can facelift 
your home, replacing 
tired looking fascias, 
soffits and gutters with 
our high quality compo¬ 


nents to give your 
roofline an attractive, 
clean edge finish. All 
our products are avail¬ 
able in a range of 
colours to match your 
fittings. 

“We also do internal 
repairs or improvements 
such as painting and 
decorating, and work 
involving capentry and 
joinery. If you want 
work done to internal 
doors, a bathroom or a 
kitchen, then give us a 
call. 

“We proud of our 
green credentials too - 
our products are 100 per 
cent recyclable and we 
only offer energy saving 
products too.” 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Mr Mark Allen - 7 
Wesley Avenue, Rhoose, 
Barry - ground and first 
floor extensions to rear 
and two dormer exten¬ 
sions to front. 

Prisk Pub Co Ltd - City 
Inn, City, Llansannor - 
conversion of former 
public house to single 
dwelling including exter¬ 
nal alterations. 

Mr Eric Roberts - The 
Lodge, 1 Coed 
Masernen, Colwinston 

- demolition of garage to 
side. Construction of two 
storey extension to side 
and single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Cofton (Wales) Limited 

- former Llanilid 

Opencast Coal Site, 
Llanharan - vary condi¬ 
tions attached to plan¬ 
ning permission 

04/1246/13 to provide 
for additional time for 
submission of reserved 


matters and commence¬ 
ment of development and 
to vary multiple condi¬ 
tions relating to that per¬ 
mission. 

The Co-operative Group 
Somerfield 
Supermarket, B overton 
Road, Llantwit Major - 

provide new mechanical 
plant in position indicat¬ 
ed on plan, with new pal- 
lisade fence to match 
existing. 

Mr Rob Baron - St 
Kevern, 10 Craig Yr 
Eos Road, Ogmore By 

Sea - existing loft con¬ 
version and proposed 


rear extension to residen¬ 
tial property. 

Persimmon Homes 
Limited - land at and 
adjoining White Farm, 
Merthyr Dyfan, Barry 
- residential and open 
space development, 
including associated 
building and engineering 
operations. 

Mr E Goodfellow - Plots 
9A, 10A and 11A 

Marconi Holiday 
Village, Fort Road, 
Penarth - seasonal 
chalets (10 months, 
March 1-December 31). 


Celebrating 2 years 
of successful trading! 




Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

•s 01446 402848 
$ 07739 389578 



m 

made from real wood cabinets 
and solid oak framed doors with 
solid granite worktop. Complete 
with appliances and still boxed 
and guaranteed - Should cost £6,000 

On offer for £1,495 

Also white high gloss Kitchen 

only £595 

Tel. 01173 902099 



Kitchens Made To Measure 

with all the latest accessories 

A huge range to choose from to suit your requirements. 
Creative and innovative personal design service 
Free Survey Quotation... 

and we do the same for bedrooms! 



Manufacturers and Suppliers of Luxury Kitchens and Bedroom Suites 





KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 



THE STUDIO, 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, T A L A1 AAL TOLA0 1 
THE WATERFRONT, BARRY, CF634QT 161. UI*W0 /ami l 


www.crefftkitchens.co.uk 



Future Window 

Solutions** 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 



When choosing energy efficient windows, 
here are a few points to consider: 

• Minimum C rated under the • Energy Saving Recommended 

BFRC Windows Energy rating Reputable fabricators 
Guidelines as of April2010 10 Expertise in design 

We at Future Windows are now offering 
a wide range of different services: 

Discounted rates for 
senior citizens 

• Emergency call out service 

Upgrading services to 
your home (No job to small) 

• Building and Maintenance 
Roofing Services 

• Carpentry and Joinery 


1 All aspects of PVCu 
Windows, Doors, Aluminium, 

Bi folds and much more 

Free estimates for all types of work 

* All necessary certification and 
guarantees apply 

* All waste products are recycled 
Trade welcome 

For more information visit our website at 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 

or contact the office either by phone or Email. 

UNIT 13, PALMERSTON WORKSHOPS, PALMERSTON ROAD, BARRY CF63 2YZ. 

rmu Tel: 01446 733455 - - 

Fax: 01446 733645 

Email: enquiries@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


fkv 



Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation 81 Restoration 


07887 

651598 


20 years experience 
Prompt, Friendly Service 
Call Sara for your Free Estimate 


FULLTAILORESS SERVICE 


\^m NOW OPEN 

HSTTTCH 

IN 

TIME 

For all your sewing requirements 

(including leather ana denim) 
wedding, bridesmaid dresses 
and curtain alterations, 

Competitive Prices 


School Uniform Specialists 

(Now at discounted prices) 


12-14 Stuart Terrace (Next to the Post Office) 
Talbot Green CF72 8AA 

Opening Hours 

9am-6pm Monday-Saturday 


Tel. 01443 673258 
Mob. 07961 733077 


Wardrobes • Leather/Fabric Suites • Double I 

1 1 The 

\ Hairy Bloke 

DISCOUNT FURNITURE 


NEW RANGE OF 
ACCESSORIES 
Plus Excellent 
Quality Furniture 
at Fantastic Prices 


o w 

Leading Brands, 
Hardwood Furniture 
Electric Recliner Chairs 
Bedroom Furniture 
Three-Piece Suites 
Plus Lots More! 
NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


next to PC World 

| CULVERHOUSE CROSS ^ 

£ CARDIFF CF56 6XW f 

Telephone: l 7 

5 02920 670691^^ 

Wardrobes • Leather/Fabric Suites • Double I 
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National Trust 
members’ meeting 


THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Association of National Trust 
members met in Cowbridge 
recently and enjoyed an inter¬ 
esting talk given by Mr David 
Harrison, on ‘Dylan Thomas 
Lives On’. 

The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, March 17 at 7.30pm in 
the Duke of Wellington, when the 
speaker, Ms Kate Roberts, will talk 
about ‘Kidwelly Castle’. 

Membership of the association is 


open to any paid-up member of the 
National Trust or National Trust for 
Scotland, or spouse/partner of a life 
member, or a National Trust staff 
member or volunteer. 

In the spring and summer, the 
group organises trips to various 
National Trust properties, which are 
always most enjoyable. New members 
are welcome. 

For further information, contact the 
membership secretary on 01443 
223230. 



Join today and your nwt month's membership Is free 9 

fnr roar* mformjtaoti and to dnwnkved a nn*-d«^ 


pew vfllt awv» report* com 


Set: 016*6 644 160 


Esporta 

BRIDOENO 


THE HARE AND HOUNDS 
DELIVERS HIGH QUALITY 
DINING IN THE VALE 


REVIEW by TIM CHAPMAN 


TEN months have 
passed since busi¬ 
ness partners Jeff 
Gladwin and Kevin 
Cooper, along with 
their wives Linda 
and Emma, took 
over The Hare and 
Hounds in 

Aberthin, setting 
themselves the chal¬ 
lenge of providing a 
high quality, but 
affordable Vale din¬ 
ing experience. 

As befits one of the 
area’s oldest pubs - it 
dates back to the 14th 
century - the old stone 
walls and hearth centre¬ 
piece provide a tradition¬ 
al setting to the restau¬ 
rant, but with a modern, 
sophisticated decor 
which is complemented 
by subdued lighting. 

Jeff and Kevin recruit¬ 
ed half French, half 


Moroccan chef Rachid 
Azouz whose aim has 
been to provide a mixture 
of traditional and exotic 
dishes, with a touch of 
Mediterranean flair. 

There was good selec¬ 
tion of wines starting 
from a house wine to a 
wider choice of white, 
red and rose, and for the 
connoisseur a fine wine 
list. Since my wife is the 
wine expert in the family, 
she chose a pleasant 
Patriarche Sauvignon 
blanc from the fine wine 
list at £15 a bottle. 

For the quality of what 
was offered, the prices of 
the starters were very 
reasonable, ranging from 
£3.95 to £4.95. 

Deep fried brie on a 
bed of mixed leaf salad 
and cranberry salsa - my 
wife’s choice - was 
£3.95. The brie was love¬ 
ly and creamy with just a 
light coating of bread 
crumbs, beautifully pre¬ 



ABOVE: 

Offering a high quality service are Chef Rachid Azouz, manager 
Richard Phelps and waitresses Grade Arnot and Sandy Thomas. 


‘EMAIL US l 

• WE welcome your news, 
views and sports items. 
Please email them to the 
Editorial Department at: 
ggem @ internet-today, co.uk 


sented and the cranberry 
sauce added the finishing 
touch in lifting the 
flavour of the brie. 

My choice was Thai 
king prawns marinated in 
garlic, served with gua- 
camole on a bed of let¬ 
tuce at £4.95 - the 
prawns were large and 
succulent, and the garlic 
marinade gave it a real 
zing. 

Main courses are 
priced from £7.95 for a 
home made curry, for 
example, to £17.95 for 
the finest fillet steak. 

My wife chose cannon 
of Welsh lamb, served 
with a saute of French 
beans and shallots with 
Dauphinoise potatoes 
and port jus at £9.95. It 


was served medium rare 
and was beautifully 
cooked, retaining the 
juices and very tender. 
The French beans were 
just right and the port jus 
was “to die for”; it really 
brought the flavours 
together. 

I was tempted by the 
spinach, asparagus and 
ricotta strudel with rock¬ 
et and red pesto at £9.95. 
The spinach, asparagus 
and ricotta were lovely 
and fresh, and wrapped 
in a parcel of filo pastry 
that was light and crisp. 

There was also a good 
range of other home¬ 
made dishes to chose 
from. 

Neither of us like 
heavy desserts, so we 


chose profiteroles with 
fresh double cream at 
£3.95 and raspberry 
cheesecake at £3.95. 

There was a compre¬ 
hensive range of other 
desserts to tempt your 
palate all at £3.95, except 
for the ice-cream which 
was only £1.50. 

Along with drinks the 
evening came out at just 
over £50. 

The service from 
Richard Phelps, the man¬ 
ager, and waitresses 
Sandy and Gracie was 
friendly and attentive. 

It looks as if partners 
Jeff and Kevin are suc¬ 
ceeding in their aim, and 
are likely to build a 
sound reputation in the 
months to come. 


Showing 
the six nations 
rugby on our LARGE 
SCREENS with full 
SURROUND SOUND, 
plus half-time 
FOOD 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 


Saturday 13th March 
Dean Scott - Vocalist (9pm) 


Sunday 14th March 
Mother’s Day Traditional 
Sunday Roast plus Flamenco 
Guitar Player (12pm) 

Saturday 20th March 
Daz - Vocalist (9pm) 

Saturday 27th March 
Peter Sheriaden - Vocalist (9pm) 

Friday 2nd April 

Darryl Wyn - Guitarist/Vocals (9pm) 


Saturday 3rd April 
Supernatural Sound - Band (9pm) 
A crowd pleasing band 

Sunday 4th April 

Samantha Adams - Vocalist (9pm) 
Superbly powerful voice, 
one not to miss 


OCEAN LOUNGE • 
PORTHKERRY 

■OPENING • FRIDAY 12th MARCH 



It looks like being a classic summer season here at the Ocean Lounge. 

With a few more improvements, both in sound and lighting, and some changes to the 
menu with a NEW SPECIALS BOARD, we are definitely worth visiting. 

Can you be entertained? Mixing it up a bit more this year. As well as cabaret nights on 
a Saturday we will be having some BANDS AND COMEDIANS plus a mixture of 
other acts on a Friday such as KARAOKE, THEME NIGHTS, BAND NIGHTS, 
COMEDY NIGHTS, even HYPNOTISTS and DRAG ARTISTS, there is something 
for everyone. It’s the only place to go to over the Bank holiday weekends, with 3 big 
nights of entertainment. Keep an eye out for what’s coming. 

And to eat? We offer a great value MENU FROM ONLY £4.99 with traditional family 
favourites, plus some more unusual fayre too. Don’t forget our Curry with a pint on 
Thursday evenings. It’s been really popular, with home made curries changing weekly, 
plus the Thursday quiz. SUNDAY LUNCH FROM £6.95 offers exceptional value for a 
table served meal in relaxed surroundings without the hustle and the bustle of the usual 
carvery fare.You will need to be quick to book a table for Mothers Day. For this special day 
we will have a FLAMENCO GUITAR PLAYER to entertain you whilst you dine. 

The location? With fantastic views from the cliff top overlooking the Bristol Channel, with 
views to The Knap and the historic islands of Steepholm and Flatholm, and on a clear day 
across to Weston, it is a great place to find refreshment with a large CLIFF TOP PATIO 
AND OUTDOOR SEATING. And yet only a 10 minute trip from Barry or Llantwit Major. 
What else? A LARGE CAR PARK and pleasant location makes us an ideal place to hold 
a wedding reception, birthday party, conference or any private function. Bookings are 
already being taken for the popular CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS. In short, a great 
place, serving good food and good beer, with great atmosphere! 




Friday 9th April 
Karaoke (8pm) 


Saturday 10th April 
Christine Black - Vocalist (9pm) 

Friday 16th April 
The Mopheads (9pm) 

Three guitarists with an 
incredible stage presence 

Saturday 17th April 
Chris Martin - Vocalist (9pm) 

Friday 23rd April 

James Alexander - Vocalist (9pm) 
Cracking voice, great songlist 

Saturday 24th April 
Holly Wilson - Vocalist (9pm) 

Friday 30th April 
Oblivious - Band (9pm) 

Live & kicking rock covers band 
featuring Zak C 




Telephone: 01446 710362/711538 

Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday and every day during school holidays. 

See our advert in The GEM for regular entertainment updates and extended opening hours 
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Out and About with The GEM 


PORTHCAWL ARTIST STAGES 
NEW EXHIBITION AT DONAT’S 


Ty Hafan’s latest lottery 
draw winning numbers 


A LOCAL artist is 
currently staging an 
exhibition of 
abstract work at 
the St Donat’s Arts 
Centre. 

Peter Millis of 
Porthcawl is a retired 
architect turned artist 
who is interested in pat¬ 
terns, colours, shapes 
and “soul-searching 
designs”. 

He expresses these 
on canvas and board, 
mainly in acrylics. He 
started his artwork in 
2005 and joined the 
Silures Art Group of 
Porthcawl in 2006. 

The exhibition was 
formally opened by fel¬ 
low artist Patricia Mears 
before an audience 
including many local 
artists. 

The exhibition runs at 
the St Donats Art Centre 
until March 30. 

NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Plaid surgery 
THERE will be a Plaid 
advice surgery for local 
residents with council¬ 
lors Caroline Turner 
and Barry Shaw (who 
will be joined by Keith 
Stockdale) at Holton 
Primary School, Pyke 
Street, Barry, from 
llam-12midday this 
Saturday (March 13). 

No appointments are 
necessary. 

Valeways 

walks 

WEDNESDAY, March 
17 at 1.30pm, Plas 
Llanmihangel Valley. 
Start opposite Victoria 
Inn, Sigingstone. 

Staurday, March 20, 
10.30am Penmark, 
Millennium circular 
(part two) Six Bells, 
Penmark car park. 

Tuesday, March 23, 
1.30pm Penarth - prome¬ 
nade and parks. Start at 
Penarth Cliff Tops car 
park. 


Diabetes 
charity 
meets at 
hospital 

THE Vale branch 
of Diabetes UK 
Cymru is meeting 
on Tuesday, March 
16, in the board 
room at Llandough 
Hospital at 7.30pm. 

The speaker will be 
Dr Julia Platts (consult¬ 
ant diabetologist). New 
members are welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
746639. 



THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
608. 

• £2000: 266803. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£4,000 was not claimed 
this week. 

• £10: 248019; 

636547; 346126; 

402381; 
230816; 
807899; 
620583; 
831658; 
383457; 
542179; 


ABOVE: 

The artist and his 
wife Marian mingle 
with the audience 
at St Donat’s. 

(Photograph by 
Keith E Morgan). 


ABOVE: 

Patricia Mears with Peter and Marian 
discussing the merits of one of the artist’s creations. 
(Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 


ART SOCIETY 

THE Cowbridge Art 
Society will meet on 
Thursday, March 18 at 
7pm in Old Hall, High 
Street, when Charlotte 
Leadbetter will be giv¬ 
ing a demonstration on 
figures in motion (bal¬ 
let) in mixed media. 

Non-members are 
welcome. 

Vale roadworks 

Plassey Street, junctions with Glebe Street/Albert 
Road, Penarth - carriageway width restrictions. 
Pontypridd Street - junction with Mount Pleasant 

- footway restriction in place. 

St Brides Super Ely from junction with Cyepyn 
Lane to Heol St Y Nyll - road closure. 

B4265 opposite the Monument to Gileston Village 

- road closure. 

Caerau Lane, Wenvoe - temporary traffic control. 
Junction Bradenham Place to Hickman Road, 
Penarth - temporary traffic control. 


PACT meetings 


COURT PACT, Scout Road, March 29, 7pm. 
Hall, Ilminster Street, ILLTYD PACT, Mount 
today (March 11), Sorrel H tel March 30 
7.30pm. 

STANWELL PACT, 7 P m 
Glyndwr Community BARUC PACT, St 
Centre, Penarth, March Francis Millennium 
11,7pm. Centre, Park Road, 

CADOC PACT, March 30, 7.15pm. 

Palmerston Community PArT 

Centre, March 17, 7pm. RHOOSE PACT, 
CASTLELAND PACT, Celtic Way Community 
Civic Offices, Holton Centre, March 30, 7pm. 


bforadio 

"y 98Jfrn 


98 ; lfm 

BRO Radio and The Glamorgan GEM 

working together to bring you the very latest local 
news from your new community station, BRO Radio. 
Got a news story for us? Then call us on 01446 420681 
or email: news@broradio.fm 
or contact the Glamorgan GEM on 01446 774484 


Discover the 
performer in 
you, no matter 
what your age! 



Feel Good & SING 

Singing for fun for Adults 
www.stagecamp.co.uk 



01446 

776497 


Stagecamp Enrolling 
now for the 
following classes: 

Feel Good and Sing (singing for 
fun for adults) every Mon 11am- 
12.30pm and starting Thu 1st April 
7pm-8.30pm classes are aimed at 
any one who wants to have fun and 
sing held @ The Little Shop of 
Calm, 1 Westgate, Cowbridge. £65 
per 10 week term or £8.50 per 
class. 

Young Performers which is 
aimed at 7-11 year olds who want to 
improve their singing and perform¬ 
ance skills. Over the 10 weeks we 
will cover various songs, from west 
end to pop, harmonies, solo’s, dance, 
and drama. Every Tuesday 4.30pm- 
6pm @The Little Shop of Clam, 1 
Westgate. Cowbridge. £65 per 10 
week term. £8.50 per class. 

Stagecamp are now enrolling for 
Singing/Drama tuition held at The 
Stagecamp Studio, tutor Lianne 
Morgan, only 5 places available 
10am - 11am ages 14, 15, and 16, 
11am - 12pm 5 and 6 year olds. 
There will only be 5 pupils per 
class £100 for 10 weeks. 

For more info e-mail 
contact@liannemorgan.co.uk or 
visit www.stagecamp.co.uk 


MARCH 2010 
PROMOTION 

All Weddings booked in March 
get a FREE engagement shoot! 

mon-thurs weddings from only £99 
fri weddings from only £139 
sat weddings from only £159 

Book now to secure these 
AMAZING prices in 2010 

Offer valid for weddings booked in advance for 
any month in 2010 IF BOOKED IN MARCH 

Book early to avoid disappointment - the diarys get¬ 
ting full - and prices will rise each month 

tel; 0800 6125 604 mob: 0781 250 8780 

email:info@walesweddingphotography.com 


284873; 
633039. 

• £5: 

670337; 
775114; 
521635; 
318777; 
919452; 
495616; 
328281; 
848271; 
865048; 
174220; 
148198; 
633689; 
499913; 
433043; 
127626; 
558045; 
351666; 
904063; 
793333; 
273297; 


452373; 

493676; 

633405; 

876693; 

424376; 

305079; 

186208; 

351096; 

723802; 

245523; 

465527; 

431388; 

862901; 

642843; 

112263; 

204705; 

880521; 

429809; 

342888; 

232448; 

764876; 

535661; 


459066; 

208329; 

518339; 

229415; 

481430; 

881496; 

119479; 

191753; 

395923; 


635210; 

365704; 

151829; 

215085; 

818835; 

247358; 

168326; 

450516; 

426545; 

828635. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Coffee at care centre 

FOR the last 10 years, the Care Centre on 
Barry Island has been run jointly by the 
Red Cross, NHS and Social Services. 

It will now be run by the Barry Red Cross and 
the link group will be holding a coffee morning on 
March 20 from 10.30am-12noon. 

There will he a raffle and stalls; admission 50p 
with tea/coffee and biscuits. 

The centre at Breaksea Drive, Barry Island, is 
open for daily respite care. 


Andrew RT Davies AM 

Welsh Conservative Assembly Member 
for South Wales Central 



To attend an advice surgery, please contact: 

Tel: 02920 898523 
Office: 29 High Street, Barry, CF62 9EB 
Surgeries at 10.00 am -11.30 am 
Friday, 12th March 
Friday 26th March 
Website: www.andrewrtdavies.com 
Email: andrewRT.davies@wales.gov.uk 


Mother’s Day at 
Dyffryn Gardens 

Sunday 14 March 

10am • 6pm |L*S4 entry el 5pm) 

FREE entry for Mums* 



Show your mum how special she is tbs 
Mother s O*/ end bring her efcrg to the 
wonderful DyftTyn Gardens for FREE* 

ISa* tea arxCiVparMd by a fti pa* rg ieu or OMd 


rdi 


For mote mform«io«i: 

029 20» 3326 

www dffhnptdiw cow 
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BRIDGEND ATHLETIC JUNIOR AND MINI RUGBY ROUNDUP 

Pontyclun juniors test Athletic 
age groups in committed games 


A SUNNY morning 
and firm pitch pro¬ 
vided good condi¬ 
tions when the 
Athletic under-10 
Greens played 
Pontyclun. 

The Pontyclun pack 
was the bigger unit and 
drove hard at the Ath, 
but forwards Jack 
Walker, Morgan 
Hughes, Matthew 
Hobby, Mitchell Davies 
and Rhys Delucia tack¬ 
led well. 

Scrum half Rhys 
Gamble tackled aggres¬ 
sively, frequently 
knocking back boys 
twice his size, as well as 
providing a good serv¬ 
ice to the backs. 

Caine Woolerton 
pulled the strings at fly 
half and a pop pass saw 
Chris Matthews power 
his way through several 
defenders on a barn¬ 
storming run which was 
stopped just a few 
metres short of the line. 

The Pontyclun boys 
also made some good 
breaks and only fine 
covering by wings 
Harry Provstgaard and 
Will Mahoney kept 
them at bay. 

The match was tied 
at 0 - 0 at half-time. 

The second half saw 
the introduction of Jac 
Bassett, Joe Grabham 
and Drew Cording, and 
they were soon to the 
fore with Jac ripping the 
ball strongly and Joe 
harrying the Pontyclun 
backs at every opportu¬ 
nity. 

Drew again refused 
to let anyone past him 
and slowly but surely 
the Ath began to get on 
top. 

The forwards recy¬ 
cled the ball and the 
effervescent Morgan 
Hughes dived over to 
open the scoring. 

Pontyclun went back 
on the attack but were 
penalised in the Ath 22. 
Chris Matthews hoofed 
the ball downfield and, 
as all good wingers 
should, Will Mahoney 
set off in hot pursuit. 

Just before he was 
about to gather the ball 
he was illegally tackled 
- but the referee played 
advantage and the ball 
was picked up and 
passed to the (vertical 
again) Will, who sped in 
at the comer. 

This made the final 
score 14-0 to the Ath. 
Man of the match went 
to Chris Matthews for a 
fine all round perform¬ 
ance. 

ATH YELLOWS 
v PONTYCLUN 

Russ had kept the 
boys moving during the 
first match, and this 
paid dividends as they 
looked to take up where 
The Greens had left off. 

Matthew Hibbert and 
Ethan Bennett were 
prominent and Ethan 
made a number of 
strong tackles with 
Matthew running hard 
at the opposition. 

They were well sup¬ 
ported by Lewys 
Jenkins, Adam 
Murathodzic, Iwan 


Osbourne and Tom 
Zeilinski, who had a 
fine game putting in 
several strong tackles. 

However, despite 
these efforts it was 
Pontyclun who had the 
better of the first half 
running in three unan¬ 
swered tries to take a 
healthy 21-0 lead at half 
time. 

The second half was 
a different story and 
from broken play Dylan 
Parry picked up a loose 
ball and scorched down 
the touchline to score. 

The Ath sensed that a 
comeback was on and 
began to get the ball out 
wide to dangerous run¬ 
ners Callum Morgan, 
Nathan Willis and 
Dylan, who raced down 
the opposite wing to 
touch down, and bring 
the score back to 21-12. 

The boys now had 
their tails up and it was 
Nathan Willis with a 
superb run, bouncing 
off defenders, who 
scored in the comer to 
drag the Ath back to 21- 
17 as the ref called last 
play. 

Pontyclun did not do 
a ‘Michalak’ and kick 
the ball out of play, but 
drove hard up the centre 
of the field where the 
Ath managed to get 
turnover ball. 

The boys began to go 
through the phases, but 
unfortunately the ball 
was spilled to bring the 
curtain down on a 
match which was a 
credit to both teams. 
Final score: 

Ath Yellows 17 
Pontyclun 21. 

Man of the match 
was Matthew Hibbert 
who made several pow¬ 
erful mns into the heart 
of the Ponty defence. 

LG 

UNDER-9s 
THIS week the Ath 
under-9s were 
home and played 
against a good 
Pontyclun side - 
first to play were 
the Ath Greens. 

The Ponty pack were 
a much bigger outfit but 
the Ath forwards; 
Gwilym John (captain), 
Jack Obbard, Ffion 
Revil, James Hermolle 
and Louis King, dealt 
with them convincingly 
all through the game, 
setting up the ball time 
and time again with 
some powerful clearing 
out. 

This allowed the Ath 
to score the first try 
through Thomas 
Anthony from a well- 
worked move. 

Ponty levelled the 
score not long after. The 
Ath backs were having 
their fair share of ball, 
and Sam Veasey went 
on a darting mn and 
crossed over for the 
Ath’s second. (Half 
time score, 2-1 to the 
Ath.) 

In the second half, 
once again the forwards 
were setting up good 
ball, allowing scrum- 
half Daffydd Beach 
(who was having a 
strong game), to feed 


the backs; Jamie 
Marshall, Thomas 
Anthony, Kasari Mehta 
and Sam Vease. 

With play going the 
Ath’s way, Thomas 
Anthony was soon in 
for his second try, but 
Pontyclun were also 
doing their bit and 
touched down for the 
next. 

With only one try in 
it, this was a really 
thrilling and entertain¬ 
ing game for the specta¬ 
tors. 

The Ath upped the 
pressure by throwing 
the ball around and, 
with his hat-trick, 
Thomas Anthony 
notched up the Ath’s 
forth. 

Final score: Ath 
Greens 4, Pontyclun 2. 

Player of the match 
went to Thomas 
Anthony, not just for his 
try scoring but for his 
all round play. 
UNDER-9 YELLOWS 

Up next were the Ath 
Yellows. Ponty had 
enough players to field 
two sides, so the 
Yellows did not have to 
face the same side as 
the Greens. 

For once it was the 
Ath who were short by 
one, so Thomas 
Anthony joined the 
ranks and it was 
Pontyclun who scored 
first with a well-worked 
try. 

It was not long 
before Thomas 
Anthony’s presence was 
felt and he crossed the 
line. 

This seemed to boost 
the Yellows and the for¬ 
wards, Cai Robinson, 
Taine Waite, Morgan 
Evans, Charles Creffield 
and Jade Thomas (who 
was back after a spell of 
sickness) put pressure 
on. 

It was Jade who 
notched up the Ath’s 
next two tries - both 
from training ground 
moves. 

The Yellows started 
the second half where 
they had left off and 
scored the opening try 
through Thomas 
Anthony. 

The other backs, 
Christopher Hart, 

Megan Webb, Josh Tidy 
and William Goodall, 
were all playing well. 

Taine Waite had 
some very good runs, 
taking the ball to Ponty 
forwards and setting it 
up for the backs. 

Ponty dug in and 
picked up the pace, and 
scored the next three 
tries to bring the scores 
level. 

With last play called, 
the Ath called another 
training ground move 
for Thomas Anthony to 
cross for his second hat- 
trick of the day. 

Final score: Ath 
Yellows 5, Pontyclun 4. 

Player of the match 
went Taine Waite, for 
his strong determined 
runs. 

PO 

UNDER-8s 

The under-8 s wel¬ 
comed Pontyclun, who 
looked a well-drilled 


side and started strong¬ 
ly, forcing the Ath to 
work hard in defence. 

After a good set of 
six tags, the Ath’s 
Morgan Bennett crossed 
in the comer to open the 
scoring. 

With both sides play¬ 
ing some fantastic 
rugby it was the Ath 
who scored again 
through Oliver Raynor. 

Pontyclun kept the 
pressure on and a 
dropped ball was picked 
up and they raced the 
whole length of the 
field to pull one back. 

The Ath came back, 
and Jack Pitts was on 
hand from a perfectly 
executed move to score 
his first. 

It was Pontyclun who 
had the final say in the 
first half, with another 
good move which put 
them in at the comer. 

It was the Ath who 
started the second half 
stronger, with Dewi 
Harding opening the 
scoring. Isaac Watkins 
and Oliver Raynor 
added a further two tries 
which opened up a good 
lead. 

Pontyclun were not 
finished and good pres¬ 
sure gave the ball back 
to the visitors. A strong 
run saw Pontyclun 
break straight through 
and a few missed tags 
put them away to score 
another good try. 

The Ath hit straight 
back with Mason 
Edwards mnning in 
another good try, but 
Pontyclun replied again. 

From the restart, a 
loose Ath pass gave 
Ponty the ball and two 
good passes saw them 
score another to make 
the last few minutes 
very interesting. 

Morgan Bennett put 
another try on the board 
with a minute or so to 
play, but once more it 
was Pontyclun who 
away to score another 
well-worked try. 

Final score Ath 8 
Pontyclun 6. 

As the weather was 
so nice, another half of 
12 minutes was played 
to give everyone a good 
mn out. 

Pontyclun started 
well and scored first, 
but five tries in a row 
saw the Ath boys mn 
riot, with Dewi 
Harding, Isaac Wat ki ns 
(his 50th try for the 


club), Jack Pitts and 
Morgan Bennett getting 
two more. 

With time nearly up, 
Pontyclun scored anoth¬ 
er before Dewi Harding 
finished off the half 
with his third of the day. 

Player of the match 
went to Mason 
Edwards. 

AB 

UNDER-7s 

Game One 

The under-7s played 
Pontyclun who were 
first to score. 

To make the task 
tougher, handling errors 
gifted Pontyclun two 
more tries, but the Ath 
boys stuck at it. 

After some good mn¬ 
ning by Ieuan Pippin 
and Jordan Gittins, the 
ball was worked wide to 
Fynn Mordecai who 
went in at the corner for 
a try. 

With a couple of 
minutes left, Pontyclun 
made a mistake and a 
good pass from Ryley 
Howells put Jordan 
Gittins in for a superb 
try. 

The second half saw 
Pontyclun score first 
again after more han¬ 
dling errors from the 
Ath. 

However, they never 
gave up and, after some 
excellent tagging by 
Ieuan Pippin, Fynn 
Mordecai and Ellis 
Penman, the Ath finally 
broke the Ponty 
defence, with Jordan 
Gittins driving over for 
a good try. 

Pontyclun played 
some excellent mgby on 
the day which showed 
in the final score. 

Final score Ath 3 
Pontyclun 8. 

Game Two 

As it was a glorious 
day, a second game was 
played to give all the 
squad a mn out. 
However, the team were 
caught napping and 
Ponty had built up a 
four-try lead. 

With good spirit, the 
team clawed a try back 
after some good han¬ 
dling from Thomas 
Lewis and Jordan 
Gittins saw Fynn 
Mordecai go over. 

Man of the match 
went to Ieuan Pippin for 
his excellent work rate 
and support play. Well 
done. 


RH 

B Attack take 
six-a-side title 


B ATTACK finished 
champions of the 
Bridgend six-a-side 
Premier Division by 
a three point mar¬ 
gin, despite being 
held to a goal-less 
draw by Day 
Sleepers on the last 
day. 

James King was influ¬ 
ential for Croissants as 
they claimed second 
spot, and qualification 
for the national tourna¬ 
ment, with a 4-0 defeat of 
Racing Inter. 


Ryan Rodgers starred 
as Persil Boys saw off the 
challenge of Dunraven, 
3-2. 

Athletico Brackla 
were crowned First 
Division champions, 
while Hardly Athletic 
sewed up mnners-up spot 
with an 8-0 mauling of 
Multiple S. 

If anyone is interested 
in joining the Bridgend 
6-a-side Leisure League, 
telephone 0845 230 2340 
or visit www.leisure- 
leagues.net 


Good victory for the 
Porthcawl under-18s 


ON a dry and sunny 
morning, Porthcawl 
under-18s wel¬ 
comed Baglan to 
Locks Lane. 

The game started well, 
with both sides showing 
good commitment on a 
tricky surface. The first 
half drew to a close with 
both sides having 
chances but no goals. 

The second half was a 
different affair with a 
quicker pace being set by 
a goal-hungry Porthcawl. 
They didn’t have to wait 
long before mid-fielder 
Ben Davies reacted first 
to lash the ball past the 
Baglan ‘keeper. 

As the game drew to 
its conclusion, Baglan 
were reduced to 10 
through injury. This was 
unfortunate, as they had 
only brought a bare 11. 

Porthcawl took full 
advantage of this situa¬ 
tion with a break down 
the right by Andrew 
Bowden for his cross to 
be met by a sliding James 
Brown. 

At 2-0, Porthcawl 
were looking comfort¬ 
able with the third soon 
to follow, a ball from 
player-manager, 
Matthew Bowden was 
slipped into the path of 
Liam Jones, who fired 
home to complete an 
excellent win. 

Both sides played their 
part in a game played in a 
good spirit with a fine 
performance from refer¬ 
ee Jeff Bailey. 


Final score: 

Porthcawl 3 Baglan 0. 

Under- 
12s just 
hang on 

Porthcawl Athletic 
under-12s played 
Trefelin BGC, need¬ 
ing four wins from 
four to seal the 
league title. 

Porthcawl went at 
Trefelin with a new line¬ 
up, this week playing 
Jorge Crofts and George 
Beale up front and bring¬ 
ing Connor Jones onto 
the wing. Porthcawl’s 
Blue Marlins peeled 
open the Trefelin backs 
with ease but failed to 
convert two early 
attempts, sailing the ball 
inches over the cross-bar. 

With just 15 minutes 
gone, Trefelin scored 
their first goal and shook 
the Marlins into desper¬ 
ate retaliation. Two more 
attempts from the 
Marlins forwards went 
wide of the mark before a 
superb cross from winger 
Ryan Haney saw Ryan 
Matthews, back from 
injury, delicately slot the 
ball into the net to 
equalise. 

The second half went 
off at a ferocious pace, 
both sides desperate to 
win. Porthcawl were cer¬ 
tainly creating more 
opportunities with anoth¬ 
er two easy attempts fail¬ 
ing to hit the target 


before the Marlins finally 
broke the deadlock with 
a superbly-taken second 
goal by Jorge Crofts. 

Porthcawl should have 
gone further ahead with 
some lovely crosses 
coming in from the right 
wing; but some poor fin¬ 
ishing and excellent 
defence from Trefelin 
denied them. 

Against the run of 
play, Trefelin worked a 
great equaliser with just 
12 minutes remaining in 
the match. Jubilation was 
short lived though; coach 
John Nelson made some 
desperate tactical 

changes in the front line 
and four minutes later 
Ryan Matthews put in his 
second goal of the after¬ 
noon to put Porthcawl 
ahead. 

Trefelin made a last- 
ditch attempt to salvage a 
draw and threw every¬ 
thing into an upfront 
assault. Unfortunately for 
them, with just one 
minute of playing time 
left, their unmarked left 
winger was caught by the 
off-side trap. 

At this stage, the game 
had reached almost fever 
pitch and the Trefelin 
coaches were incensed at 
the decision. Some retali¬ 
ation from the Trefelin 
players resulted in a 
player being sent off for 
dissent, seconds before 
the end of the match. 

Final score: 

Porthcawl Athletic 3 
Trefelin 2. 

JN 


Porthcawl under-lOs 
are in excellent form 


PORTHCAWL 
under-lOs played 
Bryncoch and the 
Green and Black 
started like a run¬ 
away train. 

After seconds they 
scored their first try 
from Ethan Waters. This 
was followed by tries 
from Ben Roach, Dan 
Williams, Louis 

Protheroe, Brandon 
Cooper, Harry Evans 
and four from Joe 
Stradling. 

Final score: 

Porthcawl 70 

Bryncoch 0. Man of the 
match was Ben Roach. 

Valley Ravens 

In the second match 
of the morning, 
Porthcawl took on the 
Ravens from Ogmore 
Valley. This was to be a 
closer game but the 
Seaweeds always looked 
to have the upper hand. 

Meuryn Nelson 
scored first with a well- 
deserved try but this was 
quickly answered by a 
score from the Ravens. 

Meuryn, not happy 
with just the one, 
grabbed another to take 
Porthcawl into a half¬ 
time lead. 

The Ogmore boys 
levelled the score again 
shortly after the break 
with a well-constructed 
try. 

Ben Roach showed 
his class next with two 
individual touch downs 
and Sam Edwards 
rounded off the morning 
with a try after some 


hard running. 

All the scores for 
Porthcawl were convert¬ 
ed by Zakk Furness- 
Jones. 

The final score: 
Porthcawl 35 Valley 
Ravens 14. 

Men of the match 
were Lloyd Mortimer 
and Meuryn Nelson. 

Bridgend 
Sports v 
Porthcawl 

Spring had finally 
arrived at Newbridge 
Fields on a fine but cool 
Sunday morning. Sports, 
improving all the time, 
were the toughest oppo¬ 
nents the Seaweeds had 
faced in a long time. 

The Sports put the 
Green and Blacks under 
a lot of pressure but 
Porthcawl tackled like 
Lions. Louis Protheroe 
broke the deadlock with 
a long-range effort and 
this was soon followed 
by two scorchers from 
Joe Stradling. 

Ben Roach was next 
to cross, and Louis fin¬ 
ished the Sports off with 
another fantastic try. 

All the tries were 
converted by outside- 
half Brandon Cooper. 

Final score: Bridgend 
Sports 0 Porthcawl 35. 


Man of the match was 
Brandon Cooper. 

Game Two 

The Sports started this 
game as well as they did 
the previous match, but 
this time they got what 
they deserved with two 
outstanding tries. 

Porthcawl, shocked 
into action, finally start¬ 
ed to play with Joe 
Stradling crossing for 
another two tries to add 
to his four in the first 
encounter. 

The Seaweeds were 
now in control and win¬ 
ning a lot of loose ball 
which was well used by 
the speedy backs, with 
Zakk Furness-Jones next 
on the scoresheet. 

Max Budding round¬ 
ed off the scoring with a 
drive and dive over the 
line for Porthcawl to fin¬ 
ish winners by 28-14. 

All the tries were con¬ 
verted by Zakk Furness- 
Jones. Man of the match 
was Connor Grant. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad: Ben Collins, 
Cameron Williams, 
Callum Morgan, 

Matthew Roberts, Kurds 
Pridmore, Ben Davies, 
Connor Harrington- 
Pittam. 

IB 


Read your GEM 
online: bridgend- 
today.co.uk or 
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Local derby closer 
than score suggests 


BRIDGEND SPORTS 2nds 

10 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
2nds 30 


THIS close neigh¬ 
bour, district cup 
semi final drew a 
large crowd to the 
Bandstand Field. 

They were not disap¬ 
pointed, with both sides 
contributing to an 
enthralling match. Cup 
holders Bridgend 
Athletic were pre-match 
favourites, but had to 
work hard for the full 80 
minutes to secure their 
place in the final. 

Early pressure came 
from the Athletic but all 
scoring attempts were 
thwarted by the Sports 
defence. The deadlock 
was broken at the end of 
the first quarter when 
Athletic lock Conner 
McDonald charged up 
the middle of the field, 
offloading the ball to 
centre Lloyd Pemberton, 


in close support to score 
under the posts. 

Tom Cole converted, 
taking his points haul for 
the Athletic past the 100 
mark. 

On a rare visit to the 
Athletic half, the Sports 
earned a penalty result¬ 
ing in full-back Nathan 
Townley slotting the 
long range kick 

Following a series of 
phases, slick passing 
along the Athletic back 
line resulted in an over¬ 
lap for wing Nick 
Hinton to score wide 
out. Cole converted. 

Cole rounded off the 
first half with a penalty, 


making the score at half¬ 
time 17-3 in favour of 
the Athletic 

The Sports started the 
second half determined 
to force their way back 
into the game. However, 
the comeback was halt¬ 
ed when a loose defen¬ 
sive kick allowed the 
Athletic backs to count¬ 
er, resulting in a second 
try for Pemberton. 

From the restart, with 
the Athletic obviously 
trying to move the ball 
wide from the Sports 
forwards, a wild pass 
was pounced on by the 
eager Sports back row. 
Turning over posses¬ 


sion, the ball was moved 
down the back line for 
centre Jurevic to score. 
Townley converted to 
bring the home side 
within 12 points. 

The Athletic respond¬ 
ed immediately when 
captain and No 8 Liam 
Griffiths broke from a 
scrum, providing a scor¬ 
ing pass for scrum-half 
Stuart Kenny to dive 
over in the corner. 

If you thought this 
was game over you 
would have been mis¬ 
taken as the Sports con¬ 
tinually drove at the 
Athletic. However, an 
indiscretion allowed 
Cole to kick a penalty, 
resulting in a hard- 
earned 30-10 win for the 
Athletic. 

RH 


Tondu under-13s 
fight back to 
beat Aberdare 


Winger Rhys 
grabs five-try 
bonanza 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
YOUTH 56 

PONTYCLUN YOUTH 0 


THE Athletic 
Youth travelled to 
Pontyclun for the 
second time this 
season, with their 
focus very much on 
getting a good 
team performance 
in preparation for 
their forthcoming 
Welsh Youth cup 
semi-final against 
Glamorgan 
Wanderers on 
March 27. 

Pontyclun had the 
first chance to draw 
blood after two min¬ 
utes, when the Athletic 
were penalised for 
holding on but the kick 
was wide. Within five 
minutes, Tom Davies 
had the Ath in front 
with two penalties for 
handling in the ruck 
and offside. 

Shortly afterwards, 
the Athletic scored a 
fantastic try from their 
own 22 when strong¬ 
running winger Rhys 
Jones finished off in 
the corner. The conver¬ 
sion failed. 

It was not long 
before Jones added his 
second try in the corner 
after some sharp run¬ 
ning from full-back 
Michael Powell, also 
unconverted. 

Pontyclun then lost 
one of their props to a 
knee injury resulting in 
a short spell of passive 
scrums. The Athletic 
pack were winning a 
stream of good ball 
and, from a lineout on 
halfway, they set up a 
driving maul from 
which flanker Lloyd 
Evans broke off and 
scampered 50 metres 
for a great score, side¬ 
stepping the full back 


on the way. 

Pontyclun then 
struck back when they 
intercepted a loose pass 
40 metres out and 
raced under the posts 
for a converted try. 

Rhys Jones then 
added a further uncon¬ 
verted try in the corner 
quickly followed by an 
intercept by Tom Parry 
who raced under the 
posts to make amends. 
Davies converted to 
make the half-time 
score 35-7 in favour of 
the Athletic. 

Immediately in the 
second half, the 
Athletic exerted lots of 
pressure resulting in 
prop Rhodri Apsee 
showing good hands to 
put Jones in for his 
fourth try, converted by 
Tom Davies. 

Then, substitute fly- 
half Craig Baker exe¬ 
cuted a great move 
with winger Lewis 
Harrhy, who scythed 
through the Pontyclun 
midfield, running 60 
metres for a great and 
well-deserved individ¬ 
ual score. Davies con¬ 
verted. 

Rhys Jones then 
completed a great after¬ 
noon for himself when 
he crossed under the 
post for his fifth try, 
converted by Davies. 

Pontyclun fought 
hard throughout and 
were resolute in 
defence despite the 
scoreline but in this 
mood the Athletic can 
look forward to the 
harsh end of the season 
with confidence. 

PR 


TONDU under-13s 
played Aberdare, 
who started the 
stronger and won 
early territory in 
the Tondu half. 

Eventually they were 
rewarded with the open¬ 
ing try. The ball was 
passed out to the 
Aberdare wing, who had 
the pace to run in from 
50 metres. The try was 
converted. 

Tondu eventually 
awoke from their slum¬ 
bers and got a try back 
as the ball was distrib¬ 
uted to Carwyn Dent in 
centre field, who had the 
pace to cross out wide. 
The try was not convert¬ 
ed. 

Aberdare then won 
field position with an 
attacking scrum. A few 
phases later their for¬ 
wards had created an 
overlap for their centre 


to run in under the posts. 
This try was converted. 

Tondu then put 
Aberdare under pressure, 
running the ball through 
the backs. Lewis Austin 
scored next, receiving 
the ball from Owen 
Watkins to beat the cov¬ 
ering defence to the cor¬ 
ner for a try converted 
by Ben Jones. 

Tondu continued to 
play running rugby and 
Lewis Austin was on 
hand again, receiving a 
pass from Ben Jones to 
outstretch the covering 
defence to cross near the 
comer, for a try convert¬ 
ed by Rhydian Jenkins. 

Tondu extended the 
lead when Owen 
Watkins gathered a kick 
in midfield and powered 
his way through several 
defenders to cross under 
the posts. 

Final score: Tondu 24 
Aberdare 14. 

EJ 


Under 12s’ 
passing game 


tips the 

PENCOED under- 
12s travelled to 
Maesteg for what 
was always going to 
be a tough game. 

Pencoed took a while 
to get into their stride 
but after 15 minutes, 
Lewis Butler hit a long 
range shot from outside 
the 18-yard box to put 
them 1-0 ahead. 

Soon after, Maesteg 
hit a long ball over the 
top which took an awk¬ 
ward bounce to put their 
player in to equalise. 

Maesteg kept the ball 
ball in the air, which 
made it awkward for 
Pencoed to play the 
passing football which 
they prefer. 

In the second half, 


balance 

Pencoed started to pass 
it about a lot more. 
Lewis Butler picked up 
the ball outside the box 
and hit another fantastic 
strike right in the top 
left hand comer. 

This gave Pencoed 
confidence and they 
kept possession of the 
ball more than the first 
half. Maesteg conceded 
free kicks, giving 
Pencoed the chance to 
get the ball into the dan¬ 
ger area, with chances 
being saved and going 
wide. 

Pencoed kept on the 
pressure and soon after, 
Ben Gwyther hit a 
cracking strike. 

CG 


Ryan’s boot seals game 
for South Wales Police 


SOUTH WALES POLICE 22 
OGMORE VALE 11 


SOUTH WALES 
POLICE enter¬ 
tained Ogmore 
Vale at Waterton 
Cross, Bridgend. 

The Police kicked off 
and at the very first tack¬ 
le, live-wire hooker Karl 
Davies obtained a great 
turn over for outside- 
half Ryan Miles to drop 
a goal from fully 45 
yards with only 20 sec¬ 
onds on the clock. 

The Police were 
applying all the pressure 
and outside-half Miles 
had the back line mov¬ 
ing well at every oppor¬ 
tunity and they should 
have had a couple of 
tries, but stout defence 
by the Ogmore backs 
kept them out. However, 
Ogmore Vale were 
penalised at a ruck and 
again it was the boot of 
Miles who kicked the 
penalty goal. 

The Police forwards 
were unable to gather 
the re-start and gave 
away a penalty, which 
centre Cosker convert¬ 
ed. 

The Police now went 
on the offensive and 
after some great mns by 
back row forwards 
James Davies, Carl 
Reilly and hooker Karl 


Davies, the Police pack 
were camped on the 
Ogmore line. After sev¬ 
eral drives, Karl Davies 
crashed over, with Miles 
adding the extras. 

The Police were now 
dominating and extra 
tries were surely to fol¬ 
low but the Ogmore 
defence held firm. 

The second half was a 
reversal of the first, with 
the Ogmore forwards 
now in control and they 
reduced the deficit with 
another penalty. 

However, soon after the 
re-start, indiscipline cost 
them dear and Miles 
kicked the resulting 
penalty. 

Some great work by 
the Ogmore forwards 
saw them score a try 
wide out which was con¬ 
verted by centre Cosker. 

However, indiscipline 
was their downfall and 
talking back to the refer¬ 
ee cost them a further 
three points and outside- 

RIGHT: 

Police centre Matt 
Cunningham looks 
for a way through. 


half Ryan Miles slotted 
over another difficult 
penalty goal. The last 10 
minutes ebbed and 
flowed but the game was 
put to bed by Ryan 
Miles when he kicked a 
further penalty goal for 
the Police, giving him a 
personal tally of 17 
points. 

South Wales Police 
will entertain Hirwaun 
on Friday, March 19 and 
on March 23, will play a 
special match against 
the Welsh Guards for 
Help the Heroes. Kick¬ 
off for both matches is 
7.15pm at Waterton 
Cross. BS 



_ J 


Police man of the 
match Ryan Miles 
slots over another 
long range penalty. 



Photographs by 
GARETH DAVIES 


Bridgend ABC is going 
from strength to strength 



Porthcawl under- 
15s looking good 


NOW with more 
than 100 members, 
Bridgend Amateur 
Boxing Club held 
its first show at the 
OCLP club. 

More than 250 spec¬ 
tators saw three 
Co mm onwealth 
Federation box offs, 
which showed top quali¬ 
ty boxing from 
Bridgend ABC’s Levi 
Jenkins, Richie Canning 
and Lee Burgess. 

First up was Levi, 
boxing against in his 
first bout L Bell of 
Rhoose ABC. Jenkins 
started the bout with 
confidence, throwing 
good combinations to 
the body and head. 
Round two and three 
saw Bell trying hard to 
push Jenkins back, with 
no success. 

Je nki ns showed great 
boxing skills to win 12- 
6 . 

Next up was Lee 
Burgess, after a long 
time out of boxing, with 
his comeback fight 
against D Evans from 
Blaenau Gwent ABC. 

Burgess dominated 
the first round behind 
his jab, with straight 
right hands to follow. 

Evans took this well 
and showed good heart 
and grit to come back in 
the second round mak¬ 
ing Burgess work hard 
to pick up his 24-17 
win. 

Next was Richie 
Canning, boxing the 
experienced L Heartson 
from Cyber Colts ABC. 
Boxing over four two- 
minute rounds, Heartson 
started the fight at pace 
with Canning trying to 
keep his opponent at 


RIGHT: 

Pictured on the left 
Richie Canning, 
middle, Lee 
Burgess, right, Levi 
Jenkins, bottom 
middle, William 
Jones. 
distance. 

After a similar round 
two, the third round saw 
Canning pick up the 
pace, making Heartson 
work on his back foot. 

Canning’s stamina 
was better but he was to 
get an unlucky 8-7 
points decision, 

Heartson winning the 
contest. 

With a rematch 
scheduled for 10 days 
later, it was a different 
fight. Canning this time 
realised he could beat 
the more experienced 
boxer, set the pace from 
round one, taking big 
shots on the gloves and 
replying with fast com¬ 
binations. 

With Heartson’s 
stamina falling fast, 
Canning took full 
advantage and, catching 
his opponent with a big 
left hook in the last 
round, forced Heartson 
to take a standing eight 
count. 

Richie took the win 
on a unanimous deci¬ 
sion. 

Bridgend ABC is 
holding a dinner show 
at Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre on Saturday, 

May 8 against a 
Bedford Select team. 
Anyone interested in 
tickets, should contact 
Mark Canning on 01656 
890144 or Dave Francis 
on 01446 790099. 


PORTHCAWL 
under-15s were 
eager to produce a 
team performance 
prior to their 
Ospreys Cup semi¬ 
final in seven days’ 
time. 

It was nearly a com¬ 
plete showing, but full 
credit to the battling 
Bryncethin XV, they dis¬ 
rupted well at the break¬ 
down and competed with 
heart. 

The Seagulls were 
determined to move 
around the heavier 
Bryncethin pack and this 
they did, with the backs 
linking at pace on many 
occasions. Tries came 
from Josh White, Gareth 
Rees, Declan Brown, 
Huw Mitchell, Geraint 
Watkins and a superb 
hat-trick by Lloyd 
Rosser-Standford. 

Owen Wright, the 
rangy second row, scored 
the home side’s ninth try. 
Josh White kicked five 
conversions and Huw 
Mitchell one. 

Bryncethin deservedly 


scored in the last five 
minutes and never gave 
up the battle, but on the 
day they could not hold 
the Seagulls. 

The positives were the 
running and directness of 
the Porthcawl forwards 
Jack Taylor, Owen 
Wright, Nick Lloyd and 
Evan Williams, continu¬ 
ally carrying the ball on 
big runs, making good 
yardage. 

Lloyd Rosser- 

Standford was back to 
his best and the centre 
pairings of Tom Bluck 
and Josh White caused 
havoc with the 
Bryncethin defence. 

“It was pleasing to 
score tries and we know 
that with good ball our 
backs can destroy sides. 
Competition for the 
semi-final XV is fierce 
and the game can’t come 
quick enough for this tal¬ 
ented squad of players,” 
enthused coach Ian 
Evans. 

Final score: 

Porthcawl 57 

Bryncethin 5. 

PB 
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The Glamorgan GEM 

requires a 

Freelance Typist 

to work at short notice on an hourly basis 
as and when required. 

£6 per hour. 

The applicant will preferably be conversant 
with Apple Mac, using Quark Express 
and Adobe Photoshop. 

Speed and accuracy essential. 

Please forward CV for the attention of 
Clare Gore, The Glamorgan GEM, 

53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 

Closing date: Friday, 26th March, 2010. 


Vacancy for 
Internal Auditor 


The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2005 
require all Town and Community Councils to 
maintain an adequate and effective internal audit of 
its accounting records and of its system of internal 
control.The Council is seeking to appoint a 
competent internal auditor with sufficient 
organisational independence and status to undertake 
the role.The person will be appointed on a 
self-employed basis and needs to have an 
understanding of the local government framework. 
The appointment will be for twelve months, with a 
possible renewal for up to five years. 

Areas to be covered are Local Government 
Regulatory Framework and Corporate Governance, 
Maintenance of Accounting Records and Bank 
Reconciliations, Review of Payments including Petty 
Cash, Review of Income, Budgetary Control, 
Assessment and Management of Risk, Review of 
Assets, Staff Related Issues including Payroll, 
Investments and Loans. In addition, the Town Council 
would require, at least once per year, a formal audit 
report and completion of Section 4 of the Councils 
Annual Return being the conclusion and summary of 
the internal audit for the year. 

All prospective candidates are requested to submit a 
proposal of services to the Executive Officer, Barry 
Town Council,Town Council Offices, 7 Gladstone 
Road, Barry,Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8NA. 

The closing date for the receipt of applications is 
Wednesday 31 March 2010. 

Barry Town Council is an equal opportunities 
employer. 


Caretaking Job 
available for 
holiday house in 
Southerndown 

One bed centrally- 
heated flat in 
exchange for cleaning, 
gardening, laundry, 
maintenance etc. 
References essential. 
Tel: 02920 566128 


cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-toda; 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 




12th March , 2010 

WOLDRIDGE 
Margaret & Ken 

To a wonderful couple - 
we all love you both loads! 

Nan & all the family. 

XXXXX 



12th March, 2010 

Glen & 
Bob 
Cosslett 

Love Tracey, 
Phillip and David. 

XXXXX 



ROACH 

Arthur Trevlyn 

On March 7, 2010, Trev of Llantwit Major. 

Beloved husband of the late Betty, 
loving father of David, step-father of Diane, 
Theresa, Ashlene and Nigel. 

Funeral service on Wednesday March 17, in 
Coychurch Crematorium at 11.00am. 

Family flowers only, but donation may be made to 
Cancer Research UK Cymru c/o Funeral Director, 
WA Brown & Son, Llantwit Major. 


HARDING 
Frederick Arthur George 

Peacefully at the University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff, on March 2, Frederick of Eton Street, 
Barry (formerly an immigration officer at Barry 
Docks and Rhoose Airport). 

Dearly beloved husband of Phyllis, much-loved 
father of Ian and Lynne, father-in-law of Karla 
and Alan, loving grandad of Tina and 
Christopher, great-grandad of Nia. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd 
Funeral Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until his 
service in the chapel on Monday March 15, at 
2pm, followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium. Family flowers only, but 
donations in lieu to the Noah’s Ark Appeal, 
"HW Heath Park, Cardiff CF14 4XW„ 


Happy 30th Birthday 

Ceri Morgan 

March 18th 

Love, 

Jordan, Ampie 
and all the 
Lindsays. 

XDC 



BARNETT ”3 

Elizabeth (Betty) 

Doug and Ian would like to thank all who 
attended Betty’s funeral and for the many cards 
and messages of sympathy they have received. 
Special thanks to Rev Canon Mervyn Davies and 
St Illtud’s clergy for the service and to WA Brown 
& Son for the funeral arrangements. Also thanks 
to all who have made donations to either Marie 
Curie Cancer Care or MacMillan Cancer Support. 


P LEWIS p 

' Bernard William George ‘ 

The family of Bernard Lewis would like to thank 
family, friends and neighbours for their kind words and 
support during this sad time. Thanks also to Father 
Maher for the lovely service and to WA Brown & Son 
Funeral Directors for their professionalism. 

“Rest in peace, dear Dad” 

Tony, Jill, Lucy and Anna 



JONES 

Clarice May 


On March 6, at her home in St Athan, Clarice, 
beloved wife of the late William (Bill), dearly loved 
mother of Linda, Ken, Irene and the late John, dear 
mother-in-law of Denise and the late George, much 
loved grandmother of Sarah and Ian, Nicola and 
Jon, John and Jemima, Jonathan and the late 
Hayley, great-grandmother of Bethan and Megan. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W James & Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday March 
15th, service and interment 2pm at St Athan 
Church. No flowers by request, donations in lieu if 
desired to Marie Curie Nurses, Holme Tower, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth. 



ongratulations 
to Annie and Paul 
on the birth of 

JOSEPH 


24th February 2010 

Lots of love, Mum, Dad, James, Sarah, 
Melanie, Rosie, Oliver and Aaliyah-Jane. 


ihr/ :::> 

Lisa Sprudd 

Happy 

Mother's Day 

Lots of love, Theo & Jason. 





RQOt - 

Barry 1 

Town Centre 

From £55pw 

DSS accepted 

Tel: 07896 013563 


FOUND 

Ladies’ 
leather gloves 

Left at Twinning 
Coffee Morning on 
Saturday, March 6. 

Please ring 01446 
794729 (evening) 


FOUND 


Broad St. Garden 
Centre, Barry 

Young, friendly 
Ginger Tom Cat 
with brown collar. 

Tel: 07973 380361 


mm 

/StHlIary k 

^Self-contained > 
rooms to let 

TV, shower etc., 
private & secure parking. 
Ideal for long/short stays. 

Tel: 01446 774040 


FOR SALE/TO LET 

West Ceffyl 

Broughton Road, 
Wick, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
£289,000/ 

£720 per 
calendar month 
Detached three 
bedroom property. 
Subject to agricultural 
occupancy condition. 
Contact: Philip Thomas of 
Herbert R Thomas LLP. 
Tel: 01446 776370. 
E-Mail: 

philipthomas @hrt. com 


ScrapMetals 


WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


EMMA 

t 

O 

c 
c 

|_|& 

ongratulations 

Lyndon & Iuliana Haberfield 

on the birth of 

Michael Nicholas 

“A Magnificent Baby Boy ” 
25 th February, 2010 
101b 8ozs 
Lots of love from 
the very proud 
Grandma & Grandad 
Haberfield 


GOLD WANTED 
(also Silver) 
FOR CASH 
& Old Watches 

Send to: 

Dragon’s Treasure House 
PO BOX 81, Llantwit Major, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF719BR 

01446 796100 or call in at 
Gift Gallery, Commercial St, 
Llantwit Major, 01446 
795454. 

All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£75 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 

BEST CASH 
PRICES given for 
ALL METALS 
& SCRAP 
VEHICLES 

FRAZER METALS, BARRY 

01446 732222 
07895 467000 

CASH'"v" GOLD 

£6.50 per gram - 9 carat 
£13 per gram-18 carat 

Trade Approved Scales 
Police checked buyer 


Sell your gold in the 
privacy of your own home 


01446 719247 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £100 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

take pleasure in 
announcing that 


a/rd/Kou/rfena/rce 
Specialists in all aspects 
ofWindows, Doors & 
Conservatories 
136 Newton Nottage Rd, 
Porthcawl CF36 5EE 
Tel: 01656 788403 
office@bridgendwindows.co.uk 
www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 


has been appointed a 
Member of The Guild 
and is authorised to 
display its sign - the sign 
of craftsmen dedicated 
to upholding the 
highest standards of 
workmanship and 
integrity. 


166 High Street, Lewes 
East Sussex BN7 1XU. 
Tel: 01273 478449. 
Fax: 01273 478606. 
E-Mail: 

theguild@thegmcgroup.com 

www.guildmc.com 


W liy advertise in 

The GEM? 

I .Your advert goes into 
44,000 papers 

2. Papers are distributed 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 

3. Each paper can be read 
on the web, page by page 

Log on to any of our sites 
to view The GEM papers 

www.barry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 
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ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? 


FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE K 

• Domestic & Commercial J 

• Discounts for OAPs 

• 24-Hour 7-Day Service 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• Digital Aerials Supplied, 

Fitted and Adjusted 

• Digital Switchover Specialists 

• RDI Approved Installers 




HP- s« 

51 


Plasma Wall Mounts 
A Hidden Cable 
Specialists 


LIMITED OFFER: 

• Sky+HD Systems FREE with No HD Subscription 

• EXISTING Sky customer upgrading to Sky+HD Systems ■ No Subscription 
For HD ONLY £159.00 

• FREE Standard Installation 


Vale of Glamorgan 01446 439306 
Bridgend 01656 349281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


digitairVj 


ijJjjJ'Js ETO1 [eillilMItH 



VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim on 01446 793189 • 
OIII 220 6399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). 

WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF 
DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Fitting - HD subscription not required 


Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 



TG'ds hmM [Mam 



% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Local Engineer 
% Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 


Barry 01446 439124 
07818 413 451 

www.theaerialman.tv 


digital r 1 TV AERIAL& 

QATPI I ITF SI 


bi SATELLITE SERVICES 


ia/t/iarR; wa 

REGISTERED INSTALLER 

Reg.No 18264754 

Sky dish fully installed £45 

(Inclusive of parts & labour) 

Aerials from £40 

3* 


w 


Repairs from £25 


3 sNQ 


■tenw 


Tel: 07778 737161 


www.tvaerialandsatelliteservices.co.uk 
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BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Garages etc. 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 

Tel: Dave on 

07759 384884 

planspeople @ aol .com 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS*^,«<. 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■■ 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 
Free estimates 
Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


More Building Services next page 


Digital Aerial & 1 ] 

Satellite Services kj J 


• Estabished 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 


Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, 
with discounts for OAPs 


For a free estimate, advice, or any rr—/\ 

service, call Colin Williams on / | 

FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


^•Digital 

Aerials 

FreeView local Barry switchover specialists. 

Special offer for 2 rooms or 
more with high gain aerial 

For friendly advice, contact 

Tel Adrian Whitlow on 
01446 747875/07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 




MASONWISE 
BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 

44 Newlands Street, Barry 

RT LEWIS BUILDERS at we 

^ We specialise in Complete Home Refurbishment, 
Maintenance and Repair of your home, 
including Extensions, Plastering, Brickwork, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms. 

B Insurance and Council Approved 

Cardiff 02920 271 514 
Vale of Glamorgan & Barry 01446 439 308 


R.J.T 

■ plastering 

GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 
or 07760 617915 


<3<5T^[j*E^[jyB 

General Building Work 
Civil Engineering & Landscaping 
Patios, Driveways, Crossovers,Tarmacing 
Architectural Advice Available 
Full public liability insurance cover. 
Excellent Portfolio/references 

01656 652080 or 07979 257889 


C. ANDERSON 
(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 



CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 
• New Build 


• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M: 07815 730480 


~ B. W. Construction ~ 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING • BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY \ Kms^AND^ PAVING 

• KITCHEN FITTING GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 
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327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 
Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


FAST & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


PLANT HIRE LTD 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @£140 per load 

14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @£120 per load 

7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 

Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton 10mm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
Top/Recycled soil available - All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 


r) Q ^ 

PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice i, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


r Available^ 
' 24/7 



W“We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

W GEM Reader Special!! 

■ Single Oven & 3 Carpets Only £85 Single Oven: £40 
| ‘We use the latest Hi-Tech Steam (Inc Oven, Hob & Grill) 
1 Cleaning System" Aga’s and Ranges 

Carpets Cleaned from £25 also cleaned 

Freephone 0800 0432 790 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VflLE CARPETS 

*74e (Zonfret Sdofc 

tfuit corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 





G Burmston 


General Builder/ 
Carpenter 

No job too small. 

29 years in the trade. 

Tel. 01446 403094 
Mobile: 07773 218077 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 



M | ■ I PAINTING & 
Ik- I DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work 
undertaken. 
FULLY INSURED 
Call Nick 

01446 772702 
07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable , ^ 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w r ■ r 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering y eommraat 

_ , , ^ __ %/ Free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & citations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


JS.C.D 

Carpentry 

Qualified Carpenter 
20yrs Experience 
01446 748164 
07737 291444 

www.SCDCarpentry.co.uk 




If its wood - 
we're very 


Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


Carpentry, Doors, 
Skirting, Laminate 
Floors, Flat-Pack 
Assembly, Fencing, 

Decking, Sheds, 

Log Cabins 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS SUPPLIED 
& FITTED 

BESPOKE FURNITURE 
DOORS 

DECKING • FENCING 

Portfolio • References 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


DIALA 

CARPENTER LTD 

For all your 
Carpentry needs 
No job too big 
no job too small 

07788 455656 
01446 719500 




1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholsteiy 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


:GrM70Qg 


Acorn 

Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 




Ihomepride paving 


Specialist in all types of block paving and 
tarmac, patios, paths & driveways. Revive 
your drive with clean & seal turfing, fencing. 
All types of powerwashing. Free estimates. 


Mobile: 07771 657257 
Office Freephone: 0800 747 1487 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

■ Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 


crystal-it* 

ittfiiOCl Vtljrf <Uxt.dk • 

Home visits 

Evenings and weekends available 

01446 700885 

Compwtef HELP when you need IT 


■Jctin Clissett- 


*jL_ Serving the Vale for over 40 years 

c!!i!!of Friendly, efficient and 
oXS-S'e professional Painting and 

Decorating service. All interior and Exterior 
work undertaken. Family run business 
Very competitive prices. Free estimates. 
01446 750625 07980 691584 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

@01656 864482 


EteMitbtl© dUaaSKig) 
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Specialists in 70t* _ 

all aspects of a/roc /rra/xr^xra/fce^ 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



Chimney 

Sweep 


The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME FOR SPRING & SUMMER? 

Visit our brand new conservatory 
showroom now open in Bridgend 




Mtl Ml omit 

frunl duor« 14'»*» 
if marred in wuirt h or .tpril 

• Windun X Dm» Mrpnn n n it r 
nrjdjMp 7 

- 6 title* tror» 6t4**^ 

• Done* Ha»e9 from £399 

• CmmmAmIm Awn £14 H 


Itocomrwod 

SAPU 

Windows & 
Doors to >our 
friend* At 
fjanih and 
get £19 £11X1 
cask to 
hand v*»tH 
every order'* 


FRtt QUOTATIONS 
Showroom* open 
Saturday & Sunday 



For all your glass and 
glazing requirements 


All types of glass 
supplied & fitted, 
misted units replaced 
Also Mirrors • Shelves 
& Safety Glass supplied 

Call 07836 629973 
or 01446 744506 


I cunv with 

itllkllliail I•» 



Id: Bridgend 01656 812788 
www.npnarindorvco.ulK 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 

I—d —Mi — 99 R—t Raj fcihif Cf Ji SHI 

X LM 2 hWn4ft Lm«ti lad U, WQ 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


I COLES 
SERVICES 
'ltd 

liPl© D 15years 

I %ji. »Experience 
JR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 
UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
Windows Misted Up? 
Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 

APPROVED 

£ 

— l 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

v 0791 808 48 80 y 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 

First 3 hrs for £25.50 

First 10 hrs from £120 

For Total Beginners 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. 1016561 658108 


All types of Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work 

We specialise in House Rewires and Fault Finding 
Testing and Inspecting, Landlord’s Certificates. 
Free Estimates, Small & Large Jobs Undertaken 


01446 700626 
07971 655202 


±=Sl 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 



Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 

All makes including 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
CANDY-HOOVER - 
ZANUSSI - INDESIT r 


4 

Local 08456 
804 806 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

1 Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 1 

Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


r4l 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 


3 



PAL 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

SPECIAL 

OFFERS 

Manual & Automatic 
Male & Female 
Instructors 
www.paldrive.co.uk 

0800 783 6183 
07976 981676 


Qslr’da.rJ SH/HE 






TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-1“ 

rN Domestic 
I 1 I Installer 
l_J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


(iteieOs© 

All aspects of Plumbing 
and Electrical work 
undertaken by time 
served Tradesmen. 
Part P Approved. 

For Free Estimates 
Contact us on: 

+ 

01446400464 
07870471690 
07815845947 



Green 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Tree Removal, Patios, 
Shrub Planting and Pruning, Garden Clearance, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


^^^GardecoLtd 


All Garden Services 

Fencing/Decking 
Raisea sleeper planters 
Patio's re-pointed/jetted 
House Painting 




24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


DCflumtnny 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

laiQMt w 
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Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from ±15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Complete Garden Services 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


■j pQ House & 

11 (10 Garden Services 
Landscaping & Carpentry 


Lawns. Hedges. Decking 
Fencing. Patios. Paving 
Portfolio Available 


Contact Stephen on 

07904092089/01446750698 


VJ Plumbing 

Bathrooms, Boilers, 
Wetrooms, 
Underfloor Heating, 
Rads & Maintenance, 
Plastering & Tiling. 

07872 311902 
01446 719795 


Celtic Plumbing 
and Heating 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken. 

» 01446 732145 
07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 
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Bridge 
Vale 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELUNG, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




The C(ri 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503J 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
•Play Houses• Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 




S.M.Vaughan 


Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

®Husqvama 




Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 


* Boiler Installation Specialists 

* Servicing • Bathroom Installation 

* Gas Safety Certification 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



O ) GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 




ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


Same Day 

Rubbish Removals 


All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER & CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 865116 or 
07980 625116 


5 M Plumbing & Heating 

h ^ Geoff Maunder, 1 Elan Close, 

Cwm Talwg, Barry 

■ 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 732167 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Boiler Breakdowns .Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Change Over . Cookers 
Bathroom Suites . Showers . Towel Radiators 
Taps . Tap Washers . Outside Taps . etc 

All Work Guaranteed. 

Fully Insured. Fast , Friendly Service. 




I Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




R.J.B. Electrical Contractors 


formerly Cowhridge & Vale Electrical 
All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

Tel 01446 792468 
01446 772468 

07885 347642 ■ | Approved Contractor 


■ 

1 


National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 




JlViflfc garage 

U||K DOOR 
W9 SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Ptafcg) 

JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> t fl & Tiling 


01446 

794266 






J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


• MODERN & TR ITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED • 


All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WC’s sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 
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DAVID KAY 
PLASTERING 

Skimming over Artex 
12ft x 6ft only £89 
Insurance approved 
Fully Insured, 
Intemal/extemal, Coving, 
Tiling, Plastering, 

Damp Proofing 

01446 732946 
07921 439749 


PAUL’S 


Plastering 

Services 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


•All aspects of plastering 
•Smooth Artex Ceilings 
• Walls 

No job too small 


07891 107732 


II rp Plastering 

III I Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 01656 729655 
07915 390029 


fr. 


22 years of trading 

ROOFING 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


R T Lewis 

Roofing 

Est. 1983 

Roofing Specialist 
Repairs & Renovation 
Guttering, Facias, 
Soffits, Flat Roofs 

Insurance and 
Council Approved 

Vale of Glamorgan 
01446 439 308 
Cardiff 

02920 271 514 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

□ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling □ EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 

20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 

Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 

www.smiddletonroofingspecialists.co.uk 


FLAT ROOFING 


South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


Promote your 
business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


JMC Ryan A Son 


: Rya 

Rmmft mg i 


Fra* fcO —i t t 

Stating and TtUng 
uFVC Guttering 
Chimney Repair* 

Lead Vattaya / 

Fiat Roofing Spo ciattat* 


§ 


iraiiamgi 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ra 

(after 6pm) (anytime) c-h* 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f Pembroke House, |jg|. 

College Street C§||) 




ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advan¬ 
tage of this offer simply 
either send in your descrip¬ 
tion along with a cheque for 
the appropriate amount 
made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 
CHOCOLATE BROWN 
Leather 3-piece suite, 
brand new, cost £1,400, 
accept £500. Genuine rea¬ 
son for sale. Tel. 07501 
406342 (Can deliver). (11) 
COLLECTION of 200 dif¬ 
ferent hardback and paper¬ 
back books. Romance and 
popular fiction, etc by 
famous authors. £100. Tel. 
01446 760656 (evenings) 
( 11 ) 

PIANO, beautiful light 
wood upright, buyer col¬ 
lects. £250. Tel. 01656 
772160 (11) 

SMEG GAS HOB, Black/ 
brass, good condition. £40. 
Tel. 01446 710271 (11) 
TV/DVD STAND, serano, 
black glass/chrome, brand 
new, still boxed. £40. Tel. 
01446 710271.(11) 

PINE OVAL Extending din¬ 
ing table & 6 chairs, two 
drawer Welsh dresser 
£125. Small chocolate 
brown sofa bed £25. Tel: 
01446 796945.(10) 
HI-TECH Health circulation 
booster, 6 months old 
£100. Infra-red halogen 


counter top oven, new £25. 
Tel: 01446 794254.(10) 
TOSHIBA 26” Flatscreen 
TV, very good condition 
£50 ono. Tel: 01446 
754366. (10) 

COMPUTER DESK Light 
wood, 2’9” wide, 16” deep, 
with shelves £30. Glasstop 
table with shelf, 2’ square x 
20” high £20. Tel: 01446 
792515.(10) 

JOB 38cc PETROL 
CHAINSAW. 40cm bar, 
Still in box - £95. HINARI 
STAINLESS STEEL 
E A I T R O N I C , 
MICROWAVE Still in box - 
£40. Tel: 01656 789096. 
(09) 

STAIRLIFT, almost new 
£500. SCOOTER 

‘Shoprider’ and WHEEL¬ 
CHAIR - £500 for both. 
BATHMASTER, new, 
£200. Tel.01656 890489. 
(09) 

BROWN TWEED EFFECT 
SOFA BED as new cost 
£1,000, sell for £470 ono. 
Tel: 01446 751651.(09) 
M&S SOFA BED Two 
seater, modern, immacu¬ 
late condition, gold/cream 
£250 ono. Tel: 07765 
226107 or 07771 371513. 
(08) 

PAIR OF CURTAINS 

Lined, blue and yellow, 92 
inch x 84 inch drop £15. 
Tel: 01446 740817.(08) 
TWO SINGLE adjustable 
beds, as new. £350 for 
both. Tel: 01656 788787. 
(08) 

PROFITNESS Exercise 
rower, 6 months old £45 
ono. Tel: 01446 794732. 
(08) 

14” PHILLIPS Combi 
TV/video (silver). 14” Sony 
TV, black. £25 each. Tel: 
07835 979548. (08) 




NEW LOW PRICE 
51 Rover 25 1.4 
3-dr Hatchback 

Green. 4 previous owners, 
113,000 miles, MoT 22/03/10, 
lovely car with high motorway 
miles. Scratch to passenger 
door, new tyres 2,000 miles ago. 
£600 

07940 934508, 


54 Land rover 
Discovery 
Landmark TD5 

MOT’d till Nov 2010, 

41,500 miles, fsh, 7 seats, 
A/C, Climate Air, Full electrics, 
Local car, etc. 

£10,750 
01446 790113 
07786 442709 0 


02 Peugeot 
206 1.1 3-Dr 

Silver, 42,000 miles, 
taxed until June, 
MOT July. 

£2,600 ono 
01446 796114 

09 


Going going... 

04 Audi 

Limited Edition 
All Road 2.5TDi 

FSH, new tyres. 

Gone? 

£7,250 

01446 776386 u 





BILL x 
FOULDS 
TILING 
SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 794141 
\ 07736 391937 / 


AUDI 801.9TDI 
Estate 1993 

MoT 17/5/10, taxed 30/9/10. 
fsh, new cambelt and front 
tyres, 50mpg, a/c, s/r, towbar, 
family owned since 1997. 

£500 for quick sale 

01446 781563 

(Bonvilston) 


Deadline for 
Motor Cars is 12 
noon on Tuesday 


Cylch Meithrin converts 
rugby forum into funds 


RUGBY fans had a 
rare opportunity to 
put their questions 
to leading players at 
a rugby forum last 
week, held to raise 
funds for the Cylch 
Meithrin Y Bont- 
faen. 

Scarlets players 
Stephen Jones, Simon 
Easterby, Mark Jones and 
David Lyons joined Alun 
Wyn Bevan at The Bear 
in Cowbridge, for a ques¬ 
tion and answer session. 

It was hosted by S4C 
presenter Sarra Elgan 
and entertainment was 
provided by Karen Elli. 

A spokeswoman 
reported: “Parents, fami¬ 
ly and friends dressed up 
in their sequins and 
sports jackets, and the 
evening was a huge suc¬ 
cess. 

“Attendees dug deep 
in their pockets to pur¬ 
chase raffle tickets and 
bid on auction items. A 
massive £7,000 was 
raised which will be used 
to improve the facilities 
and for upkeep costs at 
Cylch Meithrin Y Bont- 



faen. 

“Among local busi¬ 
nesses that offered sup¬ 
port and prizes was 
Barclays Bank, who 
donated £1,500.” 

Organising the event 
was the Cylch fundrais¬ 
ing committee - Sian 
Elin Jones, Karen Elli, 
Rhian Thomas, Louise 
Harris, Sarra Elgan and 
Catrin Howkins. 

Cylch Meithrin Y 
Bont-faen provides Welsh 
medium preschool edu¬ 
cation. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact the Cylch on 
01446 776250 or visit 
our website www.cylch- 
meithrinybontfaen.co. uk. 


The forum committee (left to right: Sian Elin 
fones, Karen Elli, Rhian Thomas, Louise 
Harris, Sarra Elgan and Catrin Howkins). 





Forum question time: 

(left to right: Stephen Jones, Simon Easterby, 
Mark Jones, David Lyons). 


OGMORE BY SEA 
Retired Residents 
Association enjoyed a 
pleasant meeting when 
Eric and Joy gave a 
film show on their 
recent visit to 
Pembrokeshire. 

It was good to hear 
that Wendy is making 
progress after her recent 
stay in hospital. 

A letter was read from 
Jane Hutt AM, regarding 
the complaint made 
about irregular timing of 
the buses around the 
coast. 

THE Ladies Thursday 
Club enjoyed celebra¬ 
tions for St David’s 
Day with ‘Bits and 
Bites’. 

The club is finding it 
difficult to engage 
speakers, so if anyone 
would like to get in 
touch with chairman 
Lilian Hodgson, sugges¬ 
tions or offers would be 
gratefully accepted. 

Members send get 
well soon wishes to fel¬ 
low member Iris 
Stephenson, who has 
undergone an operation 
in Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

SATURDAY morning 
coffee and chat at the 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
Tel (01656) 880418 


church hall on March 6 
had a double birthday 
to celebrate - 
Gwyneth, a regular 
attender whose birth¬ 
day was on March 10, 
and a visiting lady 
(Sheila’s mum) cele¬ 
brated her 90th birth¬ 
day with family and 
friends on March 7.! 

IT is good to see Mick 
Arnold out and about 
after his recent stay in 
hospital. 

He will soon be 
swinging the golf clubs 
again. 

AT the community 
council meeting at the 
church hall on March 
1, attention was 
brought to the ‘churn¬ 
ing up’ of the ‘Slip’ bri¬ 
dleway in St Brides 
Major. 

The Ogmore 
Commoners and the Vale 
have been informed. 

Bridleway means a 
highway over which the 
public have right of way 


on foot, on horseback, or 
leading a horse, with or 
without the right to drive 
animals along the high¬ 
way. 

In 1968, pedal cycles 
were permitted to be 
used on Bridleways. In 
1970, invalid carriages 
were also allowed. 

THE Best Kept Village 
competition was dis¬ 


cussed. St Brides Major 
was awarded first prize 
in 1993. 

A plaque marking this 
occasion can be seen in 
the church hall, St 
Brides Major, together 
with a fine picture given 
by the late Mr Gardner 
of the commemoration 
trees (Queen Victoria 
Jubilee) at Pant. 

A SURVEY has been 
made on the condition 
of ‘sheep’ gates and 
fences in the communi¬ 
ty- 

A variety of problems 
requiring attention was 
noted and a copy will be 
sent to the Vale Council. 


The problem is 
outside the wire 


ANYONE who has 
lived locally for any 
time will welcome 
the realignment of 
Five Mile Lane, but 
if the MoD St 
Athan Training 
College gets the go- 
ahead, which many 
hope not, how is 
this going to be of 
any help? 

In 2007, a wad was 
promised from the M4. If planned inside the wire 
Five Mile Lane is that people need to 
altered, it still means wor ry about, it’s what 
traffic to this site will be . 

• cu at- / j .i will go on outside that 

via St Nicholas or the , . 7 . 

4050 at Wenvoe/thmugh mU '"dustnahse our 
Barry to Weycock Cross, county. 

Anything going to Vickey Way, 

this site from the west Picketston 


has to go through the 
bottleneck of 
Llysworney. 

During its construc¬ 
tion, it will bring mate¬ 
rial from all over the 
country. 

As mentioned in The 
GEM, Coun John thinks 
the new houses in the 
Vale are the thin edge of 
the wedge. 

It is not what is 


Getting to grips 
with bell ringing 


PENLLYN & DISTRICT WI 


THE monthly meet¬ 
ing on March 2 in 
Penllyn Village Hall 
was opened by the 
president, Novello 
Peters. 

Members were 

informed that the darts 
team had reached the 
semi-final of the federa¬ 
tion darts competition, 
but the eventual winners 
were Ton Pentre WI. 

The Glamorgan WI 
Show is on August 28 
and the theme this year is 
‘Down the Garden Path.’ 

Members were 

encouraged to take a 
copy of the booklet, and 
to plan early for their 
competition entries. 

The branch is hoping 
to hold a ‘Penllyn and 
District WI Fair’, on the 
last Saturday in 
November, with craft 
stalls and cake stalls. 

Members involved 
hope to meet one day a 
month, in the village hall, 
to plan, discuss and pre¬ 
pare for this event. 

They were informed 
of various forthcoming 
federation events, and 
encouraged to pick up 
their copies of the 
newsletter. 

Speakers for the 
evening were Bill Price 


and Peter Mail, who gave 
an interesting presenta¬ 
tion on ‘The Art and 
Science of Bell Ringing’. 

They covered all 
aspects of campanology, 
including the history of 
bells, an explanation of 
how they work (complete 
with an intriguing 
model), information on 
how bells are rung, and 
the complicated art of 
‘change ringing’. 

Their talk was sup¬ 
ported by a fascinating 
DVD-‘The Craft of Bell 
Ringing’; afterwards the 
speakers answered mem¬ 
bers’ questions. 

The speakers were 
thanked by Novello 
Peters, and teas, coffees 
and Welsh cakes were 
then served. 

The next meeting will 
be held in Penllyn 
Village Hall on April 6 at 
7.30 pm, with a play by a 
local drama group. 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Novello on 
01656 674191, or 

Marjorie on 01656 
647115. 
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Thrills without spills 
as Llangeinor excels 
at show jumping - 



Beth, Alice and Jo - first in the 2ft 3ins competition. 


IT was the turn of 
Llangeinor’s show 
jumpers and 

mounted games rid¬ 
ers last weekend to 
put their talents to 
the test at qualifying 
competitions. 

The first was at 
Sunnybank Equestrian 
Centre, Rudry, where 
teams and individuals 
competed at show jump¬ 
ing. 

In the 2ft 3ins compe¬ 
tition, the team consist¬ 
ing of Beth Granville, 
Alice Tudor, and Joanna 
Wilkins came first, close¬ 
ly followed in second 
place by their club 
friends Grace Dalton, 
Roxy St David-Smith, 
Tilly Mullins and Holly 
Tudor-Smith. Joanna 
Wilkins came first as an 
individual riding her 
pony Molly. 

The next class was the 
2ft 6ins and again the 
team consisting of Beth 
Granville, Joanna 

Wilkins and Alice Tudor 
came second. Alice 
Tudor was placed second 
as an individual. 

Boosted by the suc¬ 
cess of the previous 
teams, the 2ft 9ins team 
result was fantastic with 
faultless rounds against 


the clock by Josh Rees, 
Holly Tudor-Smith and 
Lydia Shepherd. 

Together with their 
fourth team member 
Meryl Hanmer, they took 
the first prize medals and 
rosettes, and unbeatable 
individual results of Josh 
first, Lydia second and 
Holly third. 

Class 4 was the big 
competition of the day - 
the Dengie Winter Series 
Qualifier, bringing 43 
riders from Curre, 
Radnor and West 
Hereford, Llangibby, 
Monmouth, Irfon and 
Tywi, Sennybridge, 
Teme Valley as well as 


local riders from 
Tredegar, Dinas Powis, 
Pentyrch, and 

Glamorgan. 

Llangeinor Pony Club 
again triumphed when 
Josh Rees came first rid¬ 
ing Zeco, and Holly 
Tudor-Smith came sec¬ 
ond riding Trebor Lady. 
These two riders have 
now qualified to compete 
at the end of March in the 
Pony Club Dengie 
Winter Series 

Championship held at 
Warwick College, 
against the best Pony 
Club show jumpers from 
all over the British Isles. 

Thankfully, the next 


day dawned bright and 
sunny over the Royal 
Welsh Showground, 
Builth Wells, for the 
Welsh Trial Selection to 
decide the team to repre¬ 
sent Wales at the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show in 
May. 

Three riders had been 
selected from Llangeinor 
Hunt Pony Club to ride at 
the trial for this presti¬ 
gious event. They were 
Josh Rees, Tom Lucas, 
Laura Shillibier, and 
after an action-packed, 
nerve-wracking two 
hours in which all of our 
riders excelled when 
competing against 
mounted games riders 
from all over Wales. 

The final choice was 
made with two of our rid¬ 
ers, Laura Shillibier and 
Tom Lucas, joining Pony 
Club representatives 
from Berwyn and Dee 
and David Davies to 
make up the team to rep¬ 
resent Wales at the Royal 
Windsor Show. 

It was a wonderful 
weekend, again reflect¬ 
ing the hard work and 
dedication of Llangeinor 
Hunt Pony Club mem¬ 
bers, families and train- 

61 MARION ELLIOTT 



‘Slick backs’ help The Mules 
to outclass Bryncoch visitors 


KENFIG Hill Firsts 
played Bryncoch in 
ideal rugby condi¬ 
tions. 

Bryncoch kicked off 
and gained an immediate 
penalty in front of the 
posts, which they put 
wide. This spurred the 
Mules into a period of 
sustained attack and a 
slick move by the backs 
led to right winger Kyle 
Evans going over in the 
comer. 

Kenfig Hill went on 
the attack from the drop 
out and drove from a 
scmm close to the line. 
Lrom the resulting maul, 
hooker Lee Williams 
forced his way over for a 
try, converted by outside- 
half Nicky Giles. 

Giles then scored a 
fine individual try, but 
Kenfig then relaxed, 
allowing Bryncoch to 
gain possession, and dur¬ 


ing this period outside- 
half Gavin Jones kicked 
a penalty. 

This gave a half time 
score of: Kenfig Hill 17 
Bryncoch 3. 

Coach Nigel Evans’ 
half-time talk galvanised 
the Mules into action as 
they scored almost 
immediately with a solo 
effort by prop Gavin 
Jenkins, whose dazzling 
run from outside the 
opponents’ 22 saw him 
cross the line close to the 
posts, Giles converting. 

Left wing Steve 
Shalders got in on the 
action, completely out¬ 
pacing the Bryncoch 
defence from inside his 
own half to score in the 
corner. Centre Rhodri 
Clark then made a break, 
drawing the defence and 
passing to Kyle Evans, 
who raced away to score 
his second, Giles con¬ 
verting. 


The scoring continued 
with Lee Williams taking 
the ball from a lineout 
close to the visitors’ line 
and bulldozing his way 
over. Centre Nicky 
Morgan got in on the 
scoring action, jinking 
his way through to score 
near the posts. 

The game fizzled out 
as a spectacle when, due 
to injuries, Bryncoch had 
to call for passive scrum¬ 
maging, and after this 
Kenfig Hill were content 
to sit back on their lead. 

Lor Kenfig Hill, Nicky 
Giles was named the ref¬ 
eree’s man of the match 
with back row forward 
Scott Waller winning the 
Prince of Wales Kenfig 
Meal for two for an out¬ 
standing performance. 

Kyle Evans stood out 
on the right wing for the 
second week running, 
with Rhodri Clark play¬ 
ing well in the centre and 


Thomas Maund standing 
out in the second row. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 51 Bryncoch 3. 
Kenfig Hill 
Seconds v 
Pencoed 

The Seconds finished 
their league season in 
style with a 47-14 victory 
at Pencoed. 

Rhys Stanton crowned 
an outstanding game 
scoring three tries, with 
promising prospect 

Owen Davies crossing 
for two tries. There were 
tries apiece for Ian 
Williams, Alun Brace, 
Marc Litzgerald and 
Lewis Morgan. 

Rhys Stanton was man 
of the match with Lewis 
Morgan and Owen 
Davies having good 
games. Richard 

Underhill, Scott Richards 
and Alun Brace played 
well up front. 


| PORTHCAWL ATHLETIC FOOTBALL ROUND-UP 

First win for under-18s 


PORTHCAWL 
under-18s played 
Fairwater and pro¬ 
duced a well- 

deserved win. 

Lrom the off, 

Lairwater used their 

superior physicality in an 
attempt to intimidate a 
young Porthcawl team. 
On this occasion, howev¬ 
er, Porthcawl acquitted 
themselves well and 
more than stood their 

ground. 

The first half finished 
0-0 but Lairwater caught 
Porthcawl off guard after 
the break, with the ball 
falling in favour of the 
visitors after a strong 
tackle. Their striker 
moved quickly to score 
an opportunistic 46th 
minute goal. 

Less than 10 minutes 
later, Porthcawl were 
pressing hard and a 
penalty was awarded 
after Jim Coleman was 
taken down inside the 
area. Jordan Jones then 
calmly sent the goalkeep¬ 
er the wrong way to score 
his first of the season. 

Porthcawl were now 
in an inspired mood and 
soon afterwards, Jim 
Coleman again showed 
his class by skilfully 
passing the last defender 
to finish in the corner to 
take the lead. 

Joe Clark, Lewis 
Evans and Matt Laverty 
(captain) stood out with 
their high work rate. 
Also, Jordan Townsend 
made impressive saves to 
keep his team ahead. Jim 
Coleman picked up man 
of the match. 

Overall, a fantastic 
team effort which was 
well-deserved to give 
Porthcawl their first win 


of the season. 

Final score: 

Porthcawl under-18s 2 
Fairwater 1. 

CA 

Under-12s 
(Blue Marlins) 

Porthc awl under- 12s 
went 11 games without 
defeat before Christmas, 
but have suffered since 
from a lack of teams to 
play. 

On top of this, the 
absence of top scorer Jak 
Robbins has taken the 
spark from the leaders of 
this year’s under-12’s 
League. 

With only three games 
remaining, and one cup 
final at the end of March, 
the Marlins need to dig 
deep. 

This last encounter 
against Baglan in the 
Challenge Cup was a 
stark reminder of 
Porthcawl’s desperate 
need to be able to field a 
full strength team. The 
situation was compound¬ 
ed when they were 
reduced to 10 men after 
goalkeeper Ben Cannon 
was taken off with a head 
injury. 

Baglan were seeking a 
victory and they played 
outstandingly well. Both 
goals in their 2-0 win 
were superbly taken, 
with a third near miss 
bouncing off the cross¬ 
bar. 

Porthcawl also had 
their chances in both 
halves; two attempts 
from Ryan Haney, a fine 
effort from Jorge Crofts 
and some desperate goal 
line scrambles from two 
excellent shots from 
Rhydian Nelson, denied 
Porthcawl any chance of 
getting back into the 


Minsgill Mans 
wins at Brecon 


THE men’s open race 
at the Brecon & 
Talybont Hunt Point- 
T o - P o i n t 
Steeplechases at 
Llanfrynach on 

Saturday was won by 
Jonathon Tudor’s 
Minsgill Mans , who 
under John Mathias, 
scored by two lengths 
from the even money 
favourite Warsaw Pact 
ridden by Rhys 
Hughes. 

Trained by his owner 
at Merthyr Mawr and 
qualified with the 
Llangeinor Hunt, 

Minsgill Mans was the 
second leg of a treble for 
Mathias, who was stand¬ 
ing in for regular rider 
James Tudor riding at the 
Beaufort Hunt races. 

Simon Jones’s six- 
year-old mare Cutlass 
Silver, trained by his 
daughter Lauren, took 
the first division of the 
maiden race coming 
home 12 lengths ahead of 
Leprechan’s Gold. 

Like Minsgill Mans, 
Cutlass Silver, ridden by 
Jody Sole, is qualified 
with the Llangeinor 
Hunt. 

Another Llangeinor 
horse which won was 
Norman Jones’s Kings 
Euro who, partnered by 
Welsh champion Rhys 
Hughes, took the con¬ 
fined race winning by 
four lengths from Sams 
Lad. 


Kings Euro was a first 
winner for William 
Vaughan, older brother of 
Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan. 

Mrs Carmen 

Goldsworthy’s On Oath 
gave Hughes his second 
winner of the day when 
winning division two of 
the maiden by five 
lengths from Plunge. 

The restricted race 
went to Keith Pritchard’s 
Chandlers Cross who, 
ridden by John Mathias, 
got home by a neck from 
the pacemaking Mr 
Cheetham who had led 
the field a merry dance. 

The ladies’ open race 
went to Peter Corbett’s 
Upton Legend, whose 
task was made easier 
when the odds-on 
favourite Cannon Bridge 
unseated Isabel Tompsett 
early in the race. 

All smiles! 

Kenfig HilVs Rhys 
Flint and Ogmore’s 
Christian Williams had 
plenty to smile about 
over the weekend. 

On Saturday, Flint 
rode his first ever hat- 
trick under rules when 
winning on Captain 
Chris (15-8), Whitewater 
Dash (16-1) and 
Superior Wisdom (5-2) 
at Kempton Park. 

On Sunday, at 
Huntingdon, Christian 
landed the first two 
races on Haarth 
Sovereign (evens) and 
Talenti (16-1). 

BRIAN LEE 


game. 

JN 

Under-18 B team 

In a hard fought 
encounter it was Margam 
who drew first blood. 

Just before the half 
ended, the ball fell to 
Kurt John who volleyed 
home from 18 yards to 
make it one each at half¬ 
time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed at a quicker place with 
the Porthcawl youngsters 
looking more adventur¬ 
ous and a solo break 
from Andrew Fisher 
made it 2-1. 

Porthcawl were now 
up and running and soon 
the third followed, cour¬ 
tesy of a glancing header 
from Evan Jones. 

Margam never gave 
up and were rewarded 
with a penalty for their 


efforts which was con¬ 
verted; at 3-2 this was 
still anyone’s game. 

Porthcawl again had to 
dig deep and another solo 
effort from Andrew 
Fisher made it 4-2 to the 
hosts. As the game drew 
near its conclusion, a 
goalmouth scramble saw 
substitute Carl Heffy 
strike to make it 5-2. 

The game was all but 
over but Margam broke 
down the right and a 
quick cross into the 
Porthcawl area was met 
by the head of the 
Margam centre-forward. 

Final score: 

Porthcawl B 5 Margam 
Red Dragon 3. 

DO 


Gambit misfires 
and Bridgend go 
top of the table! 

THE Bridgend Jedi have succeeded in 
their ascent of the Division Three table in 
the East Glamorgan Chess League, 
although staying there may prove an 
equally tough task. 

A visit to Barry Chess Club’s second team looked 
an ominous proposition. With the Jedi currently 
chasing the Barry Camelots at the top of the table, 
the opposition, the Barry Gambits, beefed up their 
team on the top boards looking to snatch some points 
off the Jedi, thus aiding the Camelots. 

To add some spice to the occasion the Camelots 
were also playing against Penarth Barons. The deci¬ 
sion to bolster the Gambits meant a weakened lower 
order, something that the Barons exploited, earning a 
2.5-2.5 draw. 

The only casualty in the Jedi-Gambits clash was 
Andrew Trickey. Losing to Sam White on board 
four. Elsewhere, Neil Stuart drew with Craig 
Woolcock on board one. 

Mark Jones got the better of Gunther Etzmuss in 
a king and pawn endgame. Damon Davies refused 
numerous draw requests to see off Martin Ricketts. 

Youngster Thomas Davies, playing in his first 
match for the Jedi this year, beat Dave Mahoney on 
the bottom board for a 3.5-1.5 win. This puts the Jedi 
just a half point clear at the top of the table with five 
games to play. 

ANDREW TRICKEY 


Weekly chess puzzle 



Solve the chess puzzle below and submit your 
entry to us. Each week there is a free month’s mem¬ 
bership to Bridgend Chess Club up for grabs. In 
addition, each entry is placed into our monthly prize 
draw. 

White to play 

Mate in 2 moves Puzzle: BCC-015 


Answer: Puzzle BCC-014 

1. ... exfl(N)+ 2. Rxfl Rd2+ 3. Kgl Qg3+ 4. Khl 
Qg2++ 

No winner 

Entries to: The GEM, Graig Hoise, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL, or email entries to : 
andrew @ bridgendchessclub. org. uk 
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St Hilary’s David wins 
Hereford’s big race 



ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 


D avid 

PRICHARD 
(19) who hails 
from St Hilary near 
Cowbridge, landed 
the principal race - 
the £7,514 Jumprite 
Handicap Hurdle - 
at Hereford last 
week on Bella Haze , 
an eight-year-old 
bay mare owned, 
bred and trained by 
Peterston-super-Ely 
farmer Phil Dando. 

Backed from 6-1 to 4- 
1, Bella Haze, who was 
winning for the fifth time 
under rules, made all the 
running just as she did 
when winning under her 
young rider at 20-1 at 


David Prichard, who rode Bella Haze at 
Hereford, is seen here on Mountain Lily, 


ning the Members’ race at Brecon in 2008. 


Picture by Sedgmore 
Sporting Prints. 


LU BeUa Haze* wh^may^’ J um P in 8 the last fence on the way to win- 
run next at the 
Cheltenham National 
Hunt Festival meeting, 
won by one and a quarter 
lengths from Mister Pous 
ridden by Ogmore’s Nick Williams. 

Kenfig Hill’s John Flint, who is enjoying his best ever season since he took 
out a full licence in 2004/05, saddled his 13th winner of the season when his 
Raquel White took the opener at Ludlow on Thursday. 

Raquel White, who was ridden by his son Rhys, beat the Aberthin-trained 
horse Hucking Hero, ridden by the legendary AP McCoy. 


Cowbridge squash 
teams enjoy mixed 
fortunes on court 


FOLLOWING 
their champi¬ 
onship set back at 
Newport the previ¬ 
ous week, 
Cowbridge A Bar 
44 squash team 
bounced back to 
the top of South 
Wales Division 
Two East B with a 
fantastic 4-1 win 
against champi¬ 
onship rivals 
Caldicot B. 

Skipper Nick Guard 
was forced to bring in a 
couple of reserves to 
replace A team regulars 
Richard Ford (unavail¬ 
able for selection) and 
Niall Sloan (injured). 

The B team Nol and 
No4, Simon Payne and 
Chris Ranger respec¬ 
tively, stepped up to 
the plate and scored 
points for the cause. 

Ranger managed to 
level his match at 1-1 
but after a hard-fought 
third, losing 7-9, final¬ 
ly went down 1-3, 
while Payne played in 
a real nail-biter taking 
a 2-0 lead (9-7, 9-7) 
before losing a tie- 
break third. 

He then finished 
strongly 9-2 in the 
fourth to post an excel¬ 
lent 3-1 win. 

Garfield Leask 
dropped the first game 
5-9, but settled into a 
consistent rhythm to 
take the final three by 
the same margin (9-4) 
at No3. 

Jon Bisson repeated 
his previous week’s 3-0 
performance with 
another at No2 and did¬ 
n’t appear to be in any 
trouble after taking the 


first game in a 10-9 tie- 
break. 

So, with the match 
won there was less 
pressure on Nick Guard 
to win, but points 
gained would put more 
distance between his 
team and the opposi¬ 
tion. 

He was 0-2 down 
but came back to win 
3-2 (3-9,9-10,9-1,9- 
4 9-4) - a great result 
that see the As back on 
top by three points 
from Caldicot and five 
points ahead of now 
third-placed Newport. 

The B team howev¬ 
er, continued their slide 
down the South 
Glamorgan Division 
One table with another 
2-3 reverse - this time 
at Barry (a team they 
had beaten 5-0 earlier 
in the year). 

Club skipper Russ 
Watts should be ‘put 
out to grass’ after his 
performance at No5, 
easily handing all the 
points to the younger 
Paddy Tyler. 

Colin Baxter worked 
himself into a 2-0 lead 
but could not hold on 
and went down in the 
fifth. 

Chris Ranger found 
himself 2-2 at No3 but 
could not find enough 
to secure the fifth and 
also went down 2-3. 

Fortunately for the 
Bs good points were 
scored at Nos 2 and 1 
with both Paul Reynish 
and Simon Payne post¬ 
ing 3-1 wins (match 
score 10-15). The Bs 
are now in a relegation 
place but have a game 
in hand with bottom- 
placed St Mellons - a 
must win fixture. 


WELSH 

MASTERS 

Several Cowbridge 
and Vale squash play¬ 
ers featured in the 
Welsh Masters Squash 
Championships in 
Swansea last weekend. 
The event decides 
Welsh honours for 
players aged 35 and 
upwards in five-year 
categories. 

Highlight of the 
weekend saw Carolyn 
Guard from St 
Nicholas, now playing 
for Barry ladies, taking 
the over-40 title for the 
second year running, 
defeating Swansea’s 
Joanne Williams 10-8 
in the fifth set in a 
match lasting 1 hr and 
20 minutes. 

In the men’s over-50 
category for the first 
time Mike Workman 
from Ystradowen 
(seeded number two) 
faced the number one 
seed Jon Evans, now 
based in the north of 
England. The result 
went with the form 
book with Evans win¬ 
ning 3-0. 

The Cowbridge 
men’s team numbers 
one and two, Nick 
Guard and Jon Bisson 
respectively, both fea¬ 
tured heavily in the 
men’s over-45 category 
with Jon Bisson being 
defeated 3-0 by Ian 
Fenner-Evans of 
Caldicot in the semi¬ 
final, and Nick Guard 
losing 3-1 to Mark 
Huxtable of Newport in 
the quarter-final but not 
before defeating the 
number four seed, Del 
Hopkins from 
Wrexham, a few hours 
before. 

RW/NG 
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‘NEEDLESS’ RED CARD 
NEARLY COSTS DINAS 
AGAINST TON PENTRE 


RIGHT: 

The Dinas Powys 

first team are pic¬ 
tured with two sides 
from their under-7s 
age group; the 
under-7s entertained 
the spectators at 
half-time. 

THIS certainly was 
an eventful match 
for Dinas forward 
Joe Hinds - one 
minute the hero, 
scoring two goals to 
help the home side 
to a comfortable 
lead, and the next 
the villain, by get¬ 
ting himself need¬ 
lessly sent off for a 
second bookable 
offence when they 
were seemingly 
cruising to a good 
win against a side in 
fourth position in 
the league. 

It took the visitors just 
five minutes to get on the 
score-sheet, when a good 
right wing cross was left 
by a Dinas defender. As 
the ball was put back 
across the area, Lloyd 
Toghill had the easiest of 
chances to head past 
Peter Blaine in the Dinas 
goal. 

To their credit, the 
home side came back 
immediately with a Paul 
Carro shot saved by 
Leighton James in the 
Ton goal and Anthony 
Roberts heading wide 
from a Mark Dunford 
cross. 

The Dinas pressure 
started to tell on the Ton 
defence and when they 
conceded a free-kick 35 
yards out, Jacob Rudman 
found Lloyd Davies on 
the edge of the six-yard 
box and he made no mis¬ 
take heading past the 
keeper for the equaliser. 

Dinas were starting to 
play with some confi- 

Ladies 

meeting 

arranged 

L L A N T W I T 
MAJOR Bowls 
Club (men’s sec¬ 
tion) are holding 
their pre-season 
meeting on 

Thursday, March 
18 at 7pm in the 
bowls pavilion. 

All members are urged 
to attend, new members 
are welcomed and free 
coaching is available. 

This an important sea¬ 
son for the club as it is 
celebrating its 50th year 
as a club and many 
events have been 
arranged. 



dence, passing the ball 
around well and good 
play by Paul Carro and 
Mark Dunford gave 
Carro the chance to 
shoot with the keeper 
pushing the ball away 
from goal. 

A poor clearance by 
the Ton keeper gave 
Mark Dunford a chance, 
but he was grateful to his 
defence for getting him 
out of trouble. 

Dunford was causing 
the visiting defence 
problems and he saw 
another shot blocked 
before Dinas took a 
deserved lead. Again it 
was Dunford the 
provider, this time with a 
pass finding Joe Hinds 
whose shot from 20 
yards found the back of 
the net. 

The home side 
increased their lead just 
five minutes later, as 
young full-back Tom 
Hutton got past his 
marker before crossing 
for Hinds to head in from 
eight yards to send Dinas 
in a half-time with a 
deserved 3-1 lead. 

At half-time the 
crowd were entertained 
with a mini football 
game by two sides from 
Dinas under-7s and at 
next week’s game 
against Afan Lido, the 
crowd can look forward 
to another when Dinas 


Wolves will provide the 
entertainment. 

In the second half, the 
home side continued 
where they left off with 
Paul Carro shooting 
over, but they were 
grateful to their defence 
when a dangerous cross 
into the area was cleared. 

Dinas got the fourth 
goal their play deserved 
and again it was Tom 
Hutton the provider, his 
header finding Mark 
Dunford who made no 
mistake from 15 yards. 

More good passing 
forced Ton to concede a 
comer and Hinds headed 
over from five yards 
when he had a clear 
chance for his hat trick. 

Wayne Antoniazzi had 
a good chance to get one 
back for the visitors and 
Dinas were grateful to 
keeper Peter Blaine for 
keeping their lead intact. 

Then came a moment 
of madness from Joe 
Hinds when he attempt¬ 
ed to stop Ton taking a 
quick free-kick. He was 
given his second yellow 
card and sent off. 

This was just the 
incentive the visitors 
needed and Dinas were 
forced on the defensive. 
They held out until 
Lloyd Toghill got his 
second of the game, 
hooking the ball in from 
eight yards. 


ChipsAway 

Don't let a scratch on your car 
put a dent in your pocket! 
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Martin Williams 

Chips Away, Bridgend 
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Welsh League Division One 
DINAS POWYS 4 

TON PENTRE 3 


A couple of minutes 
from time, Ton were 
awarded a corner with 
Leon Young heading in 
at the near post to give 
the home side an anxious 
few minutes, but they 
managed to hold out for 
all three points. 

This Saturday, Dinas 
entertain another team 
from the upper reaches 
of the table, with Afan 
Lido the visitors in 
another stern test of 
Dinas’ revival, kick-off 
2.30pm. 


Squad: 1 Peter Blaine, 
2 Tom Hutton, 3 Owain 
Adams, 4 Lloyd 
Davies(l), 5 Anthony 
Roberts 6 Rhodri Foote, 
7 Ricki Morgan, 8 Jacob 
Rudman, 9 Joe Hinds(2), 
10 Mark Dunford (1), 11 
Paul Carro, 12 Karl 
Steele, 14 Steve Pro vis, 
15 Josh Reffell, 16 
Nathan Hosgood. 

For news and fixtures 
see the club’s web site: 
www. dinaspowysfe. co. uk 

MW 




ivmv.w w vanhire.co.uk 

CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £10 per day 
House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 
Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus Estates) 

People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 
4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 
Full AA Cover 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 
Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use ^ 

(special conditions 
apply) 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 

VISA 



OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 
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3 DAY WEEKENDS 
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To take a test drive contact us at: 

VICTORIA PARK MAZDA 
Hatfield Road. Cardiff CF11 8AQ 
Freephone: 0800 021 4284 
www.victoriaparkmazda.co.uk 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • ALLOY WHEELS 
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PRESTIGE 


07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue metallic with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 
wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking 

sensors, bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner. £39,995 

56 VOLVO XC90 2.4 D5 AWD (facelift) SE Geartronic AUTO. In metallic silver with full black leather, colour 
satellite navigation, phone preparation, electric heated seats, climate control, parking sensors, 7 seats, only 

58,722 miles . £19,995 

56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, upgraded alloy 

wheels, rear parking sensors, only 41,655 miles, fsh . £13,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate 
control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto 

lights and auto wipers . £11,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz 1 .8 SLK 200 Compressor Auto 2-dr Convertible in Tellur silver, black leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, multi function steering wheel, CD, alloys, only 61,000 miles, fsh . £16,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver with Orion 
grey leather interior, climate control, Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, rear parking sensors, 

only 52,975 miles.£15,995 

54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles. £19,995 

51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V6 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, CD, electric seats, rear parking sensors, only 55,810 miles. £5,995 


SPORTS 


07 HONDA Civc 2.0i V-TecType R GT 3-dr Hatchback in Milano red with half suede sports seats, climate con¬ 
trol, 18 inch alloy wheels, alarm, immobiliser, only 38,930 miles .£12,995 I 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£10,495 

06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

06 AUDI A3 1.9TDi Special Edition 3-Dr Hatchback. In brilliant black with module black cloth interior, air con, 

CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, full Audi service history, one owner, only 55,390 miles.£9,495 

06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with dark flint interior, CD, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 55,315 miles .£7,495 

55 TOYOTA Rav-4 2.2 D-4DT180 5-dr Station Wagon in cadmium green with full Faro dark grey leather, colour 
touch screen satellite navigation, electric heated seats, blue tooth pnone prep, cruise control, sunroof, dual cli¬ 
mate control, rear parking sensors, only 50,730 miles .£14,995 

55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus silver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, 17 inch 

alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, only 39,280 miles .£11,995 

05 MINI 1.6 Cooper S (Chilli Pack). Black, black leather interior, a/c, alloys, cd, rear parking sensors, 

only 49,390 miles.£10,995 

04 PORSCHE Carrera 3.6 Convertible in lapis blue with metropole leather, bose speaker upgrade, starlight nav¬ 
igation, phone system, cruise control, trip computer, heated seats, sports exhaust systemm, full Porsche service 

history, hard top, only 42,761 miles.£29,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 2.0T FSI (200ps) 3-dr. In reflex silver with interlagos interior, climate control, trac¬ 
tion control, tyre pressure monitor, trip computer, sports seats, alloy wheels, only 69,192 miles.£9,995 

54 MGTF 1.8 135 Convertible. In ignition blue with anthracite Sebring interior, alloy wheels, cd player, alarm and 

immobiliser only 27,100 miles .£4,995 

04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In met blue with half leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.£5,995 

53 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8S 3-Dr Hard Top. In Bonatti grey with black dune interior, glass roof panels, air 

con, alarm, traction control system, only 54,460 miles .£5,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles .£4,495 

52 VOLKSWAGEN Golf TDi (130) 5-dr Hatchback. In Reflex silver with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, climate 

control, CD changer, only 68,990 miles.£5,995 

02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles .£2,995 

Y AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225) in met silver with full granite leather, 18” alloy wheels, heated seats, trip 
computer, cruise control + climate control, cd multi-changer with BOSE stereo upgrade, only 63,010 miles..£8,495 
XTVR Tuscan 4 litre 360bhp. In crystal topaz pearl blue with portland grey leather interior, cd, 18” spyder alloy 
wheels, e/windows, cat 1 alarm, e/mirrors, a/c, substantial workshop portfolio, supreme example, only 36,000 

miles .£12,995 | 

T BMW Z3 1.9 2-dr Convertible. In Green with green leather interior, colour coded bumpers, CD, alloy wheels, 
electric hood, only 51,300 miles.£5,995 | 


FAMILY 


06 56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles. £7,995 | 

06 06 FORD Focus C-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5-dr MPV in tonic blue with dark flint interior, cd, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, only 31,000 miles. £7,995 I 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.6 115 Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In Aquarius blue with Humy flint interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

CD, colour coded bumpers, immobiliser, only 36,600 miles . £6,495 I 

05 55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique in met platinum silver with ruche cloth interior, auto lights, auto 

wipers, air con, cd, clour coded bumpers, only 16,380 miles .£5,795 

04 54 MG ZT-T 1.8T 160 5-dr Estate in royal blue with Monaco ash leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, roof rails, 

alarm, only 32,000 miles .£5,995 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 SW 2.0 HDi 90 XSi 5-dr Estate. China blue, black/grey merlin interior, a/c, body coloured 

bumpers, cd, alloys, only 45,796 miles . £5,995 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles. £6,495 

04 04 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi 120 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In metallic silver, with anthracite interior, alloy 

wheels, CD, colour coded bumpers, air con, only 42,955 miles . £5,995 

02 52 NISSAN Almera 1.8 SVE 5-dr Hatchback. In caterpillar green with grey tungsten cloth, cd, a/c, reversing sen¬ 
sors, colour coded bumpers, only 44,300 miles. £3,995 

02 52 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE. In denim blue with phoenix blue upholstery, climate control, cd, alloys, only 26,075 miles .... 

.£7,995 

01 51 VOLKSWAGEN Golf S 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In blue with dark interior, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, 

service history, only 54,500 miles . £3,795 | 

01 Y BMW 3 Series 1.9i 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright red with dark interior, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, 
driver and passenger airbags, only 49,125 miles . £4,295 | 


SMALL 


58VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£8,495 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-IT2 5-dr Hatchback. In crystal silver, electric windows and mirrors, CD, multi-function 

steering wheel, only 3,725 miles.£7,995 

07 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.4 5-dr Hatchback in silver with black interior, alloy wheels, colour coded 

bumpers, fog lights, only 37,550 miles.£6,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 68 Extreme Hatchback. In black with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, cd, electric 

windows, remote central locking, alarm, immobiliser, only £35 per year road tax, 27,650 miles .£6,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Expression 3-dr in platinum silver met with voile interior, cd, air con, alloy wheels, 

remote central locking, elec windows, alarm and immobiliser, only 4,747 miles.£6,995 | 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles .£5,995 

55 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVT-i Sport in carbon quartz met with dark flint interior, alloy wheels, cd, remote central I 

locking, alarm and immobiliser, elecctric windows, only 51,300 miles.£4,995 

55 FORD KA Luxury 1.3 3-dr Hatchback. In Tonic blue with ebony leather interior, air con, quick clear screen, 

CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 16,980 miles.£4,995 

05 MINI 1.6 One (salt) 3-dr Hatchback. In pure silver with anthracite interior, 6 CD changer, automatic dipping 

rear-view mirror, panoramic roof, body coloured bumpers, only 39,600 miles .£7,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cdm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 SILVER Limited Edition. In moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 29,775 miles .£4,995 

04 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In Platinum silver with dark grey interior, sunroof, alloy 

wheels, CD, front fogs, only 37,700 miles.£4,495 

04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v 3-dr in trophy yellow with sebring half leather interior, cd, roof rails, rear spoiler, 

alarm and immobiliser, only 41,590 miles.£3,495 

02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 

52 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback in met silver with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 48,060 miles.£3,495 

51 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet SE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, digital 

climate control, cd, 16 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, only 46.010 miles.£3,995 

X RENAULT Megane 1.4 16v Sport Alize 2-dr Coupe. In Monaco blue with blue interior, air con, CD, alloy 

wheels, immobiliser, only 62,000 miles.£2,495 

93 AUSTIN Mini 1.3 Sprite 2-dr Saloon Automatic. In night fire red with grey interior, all original specification, 
only 47,215 miles.£1,995 J 


Hatchback in Milano red with half suede sports 
seats, climate control, 18 inch alloy wheels, alarm, 
immobiliser, only 38,930 miles . £12,995 


1 06 56 HONDA Civic 1.81 V-tec Type-S 3-dr I 

Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede I 
interior, climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour I 
coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles. £" n Anr 9 


( 06 55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus sil¬ 

ver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker sys¬ 
tem, 17 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, climate con¬ 
rol, cd, only 39,280 miles. . £11,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GT TDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in 

steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate con¬ 
trol, cruise control, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, 
only 58,300 miles . £9,995 



06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Sport 5-dr Hatchback. 

In panther black with dark flint interior, CD, air con, 
alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 55,315 
miles.. .: .£7,495 


f 06 06 FORD Focus 1.6 115 Sport 5-dr Hatchback. 

In Aquarius blue with Humy flint interior, air con, 
alloy wheels, CD, colour coded bumpers, immo¬ 
biliser, only 36,600 miles. £6,495 




07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Expression 3-dr ini 

platinum silver met with voile interior, cd, air con, P 
alloy wheels, remote central locking, elec windows, L 
alarm and immobiliser, only 4,747 miles . . .£6,995 I 


quartz met with dark flint interior, alloy wheels, cd, 
remote central locking, alarm and immobiliser, 
elecctric windows, only 51,300 miles . . . .£4,995 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

View our stock online 


01 


7200 


I ■ 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
Written quotations available on request. 

Guarantees may be required. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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57 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr. In diablo 
red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer 
warranty. REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 



05 MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi. In silver 
with grey leather trim, 60,000 miles, usual 
refinements .£14,695 



02 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 5-dr. 

In met red with charcoal leather trim, low 
mileage, local example at.£3,995 



02 FORD Mondeo 2.0 LX 5-dr Automatic. 

In champagne met, 53,000 miles .£2,995 
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06 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. 

In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 
miles .£4,695 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES SL55 AMG. In met silver with grey leather trim, 33,000 miles, panoramic roof, command Bose etc.£32,995 

BMW 320 Diesel M Sport Auto In black with cream leather, 30,000 miles, 1 lady owner ....REDUCED BY £500 TO £19,495 
BMW 335 Diesel SE Coupe Automatic. In dolphin grey with black leather, 26,000 miles ....REDUCED BY £500 TO £19,495 

MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi. In silver with grey leather trim, 60,000 miles, usual refinements .£14,695 

JAGUAR XJ8 3.6 Automatic. In silver with cream leather trim, 53,000 miles, luxury motoring at.£11,995 

MERCEDES S320 CDi Auto. In light met blue with grey leather trim, 71,000 miles. Luxury diesel saloon at.£10,995 

MINI 1.6 Convertible. In black, 35,000 miles, fun for the summer at .£9,995 

BMW 118 Diesel Sport in met silver, 30,000 miles, 2 owners, diesel hatch at .£9,995 

AUDITT 180. In met blue with black leather trim, 74,000 miles .£8,995 

MINI Cooper. In met blue + white, 37,000 miles, 1 owner with chilli pack and climate. REDUCED BY £800 TO £8,495 

RENAULT Megane 2.0 Convertible in met blue, 31,000 miles, 4-seater convertible at .£7,995 

NISSAN Terrano II 2.7 TDi. In gold over silver, 78,000 miles, diesel 7-seater 4x4.£6,995 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In silver, full leather trim, 62,000 miles, stylish convertible. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £6,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique CC. In silver, 43,000 miles, 4 seater convertible at.£6,995 

JAGUAR S Type 2.5 SE Auto. Silver with black leather, low mileage, local car.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 206 CC 2.0 SE. In silver with black leather trim, 57,000 miles, 4-seater convertible .£4,995 

TOYOTA Corolla T-Sport 3-dr. In champagne metallic, 63,000 miles, 1 local owner, FSH.£4,295 

LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 5-Dr. In met red with charcoal leather trim, low mileage, local example at .£3,995 

PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0. In silver, with black leather trim, low mileage local convertible. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £3,995 

MG ZT 2.5. In silver with sports interior, looks and drives superb at.£3,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Convertible. In red, 91,000 miles, 4 seat convertible at.£3,295 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


CITROEN C8 2.0 HDi SXi. In turquoise met, 58,000 miles, 1 owner, fsh, diesel, 7 seater.£7,995 

HONDA Civic 1.6 Executive 5-dr. In forest pearl silver with black leather trim, 35,000 miles, fsh .£7,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5-dr in met sand, 18,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-dr in black, 13.000 miles, high specification model at .£6,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate Automatic 3-dr. In black, 12,000 miles, superb value at.£6,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamique Sport Automatic. Met blue, 23,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. In steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d, etc.£6,495 

FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr. In electric blue, 30,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc.£6,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 3-dr (new shape). In black, 51,000 miles, stylish coupe at.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr. In diablo red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer warranty. REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 

SUZUKI Swift 1.5 VVTi GLX 5-dr. In silver, 31,000 miles with keyless go, alloys, etc.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi SE. In met grey, 51,000 miles, comfortable stylish diesel at . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

VW Golf 1.4 FSi 5-dr. In electric blue, superb looking car, 18” alloys, low insurance . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

NISSAN Primara 2.0 SX 5-dr in silver, 35,000 miles with sat-nav, alloys, etc.£5,495 

FORD Ka Zetec Climate in silver, 17,000 miles, 1 owner with alloys, cd, a/c .£4,995 

RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage Automatic 5-dr. Met jade, half leather trim, low mileage ..REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Quiksilver 3-dr. 31,000 miles, sought-after limited edition model. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles .£4,695 

Renault Clio 2.0 Sport 172. In met black, high specification sports hatch. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 2.0 DTi Comfort. In silver, 73,000 miles, 7-seat diesel at .£4,495 

CITROEN C3 1.4 HDi Desire. In silver, 61,000 miles with a/c, c/d etc.£4,295 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 5-dr. In silver, 49,000 miles, with a/c.£4,295 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-dr. In black, 49,000 miles, family hatch .£3,995 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In April green, 23,000 miles with decals . REDUCED BY £800 TO £3,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Twin Port SXi. In met silver, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £3,995 

VW Polo 1.4TDi SE 5-Dr. In met blue, low mileage diesel at.£3,995 

TOYOTA Corolla T3 1.4 VVTI 5-dr in silver, 81,000 miles, 2 owners .£3,995 

PEUGEOT 307 1.4 5-dr. In met grey with cd, e/w, c/I, alloys, privacy glass.£3,795 

SMART City Passion Soft touch. In red and silver, 33,000 miles with full glass roof.£3,295 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 LX 5-Dr Automatic. In champagne met, 53,000 miles.£2,995 

DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 Extra. In met red, 78,000 miles, with cd, alloys etc.£2,795 


01446 722600 IgO 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

www.ga rywa tson motorcom pa ny.co. u k 
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Gills4Cars.com 


Bridgend Stock 

MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 


£7,975 



T £5,775 


07 07 RENAULT Clio 
1.2 Campus, 
grey met, 39k miles 


£15,975 



Finance example 

Amount of credit: 
£4975.00 _ 

35 Monthly payments 
of £163.06 _ 

Final payment of £462.06 
Total charge for credit 
£1194.16 _ 

Total amount payable 
£6169.16 _ 

Weekly equivalent £39.55 

APR 14.82% 

‘Photos are indicative only 


Small Cars 


03 03 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 5dr. Blue met, 47k miles, rcl, pas, e/w, cd 

.£2,975 

02 02 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL Special 5dr. Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, a/c, 

e/w, alloys .£3,475 

05 05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, ew, 

pas, cd .£3,965 

03 53 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 5-dr. Grey met, 52k, rcl, pas, ew, cd .£3,975 

04 54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 3dr SXI. Blue metallic, 53k miles, rcl, 

alloys, ew, pas .£3,975 

03 03 HONDA Jazz 1.4 Dsi SE Auto, silver met, 66k miles, rcl, ew, cd £4,475 
03 03 SKODA Fabia 1.9 TDi Turbo Diesel 5dr. Green met, 61k miles, 

rcl, cd, alloys .£4,475 

05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 3-dr. Silver, met, 58k miles, rcl, 

pas, ew, cd .£4,475 

05 54 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Finesse 3-dr. Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, pas, ew, cd 

.£4,475 

05 05 HYUNDAI Sonata 2.4 Auto Saloon, 4-dr, Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, ew, 

cd, cruise, full leather .£4,975 

06 56 HYUNDAI 1.4 Getz GSi 3-dr. Black, met, 15k miles, rcl, ew, pas, 

cd .£4,975 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus 5-dr, grey met, 39k miles, rcl, pas. 

ew, cd .£5,775 

06 06 VAUXHALL Agila 1.216v Enjoy 5dr. Met purple, 12k miles 

rcl,pas,ew,cd .£5,975 

07 07 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr, silver met, 39k miles, ew, pas, cd. 

.£6,475 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Life (a/c) 3-dr, grey met, 26k miles, rcl, pas, cd, 

ew .£6,475 

07 07 CITROEN C31.4 Desire 5-dr. Met black, cd, a/c, pas, 12k miles_ 

.£6,975 

09 09 CITROEN 1.0 VTR 3-dr. Met black, 8k miles, rcl, pas, cw, cd . .£7,475 


Family Cars 


02 02 NISSAN Almera Twister 1.5 5-dr. Mint green met, 50k miles, rcl, 

pas, cd, ew .£3,475 

04 04 HONDA Jazz 1.4 DSI SE AUTO 5dr. Silver metallic, rcl,cd,ew, 

alloys .£3,975 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Rush 3-dr Silver met, 53k miles, alloys, 

rcl, a/c, cd .£4,475 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5dr. Met blue, e windows, rcl, 

5k miles .£6,975 

07 07 FORD Mondeo TURBO DIESEL 2.0 TDCi lx 5-dr. Black met, 34k 

miles, rcl, pas, ew, cd .£7,475 

05 05 FORD Mondeo 2.2 TDCi TURBO DIESEL Titanium 155. Black met, 

45k miles, rcl, alloys, e/w, cd, a/c .£7,975 

07 07 PEUGEOT 307 Hdi 90SE TURBO DIESEL. Green/grey met, 38k 
miles, alloys, rcl, ew, cd, a/c .£7,975 


Sports & Executives 


04 53 MGTF 1.8135 CONVERTIBLE. Silver met, 31k miles, alloys, rcl, 

e/w, pas .£4,975 

04 54 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi 3dr (120bhp) Dynamique TURBO 

DIESEL. 60k miles, panoramic roof, rcl, a/c, e/w .£5,475 

03 52 PEUGEOT 206cc Convertible. Silver met, 38k miles, rcl, e/w, 

cd, 2 tone leather .£5,975 

05 54 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SRI AUTO 5dr. Met blue, alloys, 

a/c, fsh .£5,975 

04 04 TOYOTA Celica VVTi. Met silver, 39k, S/H, sports pack, leather, 

sunroof, a/c .£7,475 

02 52 BMW 325ci Sport AUTO Coupe. Blue met, 72k miles, sand 

leather, alloys, a/c, rcl, cd .£7,975 

04 04 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 V6 Coupe. Grey met, 21k miles, leather, 

NAV, cruise, heated seats .£8,975 

00 W PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4 Coupe AUTO. 75k miles, fsh, met 
purple, many extras inc 2 tone exhaust .£15,975 


Estates, MPVs and 4x4s 


01Y RENAULT Scenic 1.4 Authentique, mpv, silver met, 60k miles, rcl, ew. 

cd, a/c .£2,675 

0151 SUZUKI Jimny 1.3 JLX 4x4. Black met, 66k miles, alloys, cd, cl, e/w . 

.£3,475 

04 04 DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 Extra MPV. Silver met, 22k miles, rcl, ew, 

pas, roof rails .£3,475 

04 04 HYUNDAI Matrix 1.8 CDX MPV. Silver met, full leather, rcl, ew, cd .. 

.£3,975 

04 04 FORD Galaxy 2.4 AUTO Ghia MPV. Met silver, 901 miles, rcl, a/c, 

alloys, cd, cruise .£5,975 

04 54 BMW X5 3.0D AUTO Sport. Silver met, 104k, fsh, alloys, sat nav, 
cd, climate, full leather .£12,975 




Ex-Motability Cars 

USED CARS WITH NEARLY NEW MILES! 


07 07 

CITROEN 
XSARA PICASSO 

1.6 Desire, grey met. 
Only 6,000 miles 


New Price £16,975 

OUR PRICE £6,975 


Saving a massive £10 


SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Many, many more available to order 


06 56 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 Design 5dr. Silver met, only 1,900 miles! 

New £8,975 Ours £5,975 Saving £3,000 
06 56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5dr. Met gold, only 3200 miles! 

New £14,336 Ours £6,475 Saving £7,861 
06 56 CITROEN C3 1.6 SX 5dr AUTO. Met blue, only 5200 miles! 

New £12,182 Ours £6,475 Saving £5,707 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 5dr Style Climate AUTO. Only 2,300 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £6,775 Saving £4,500 
56 06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 5dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 4,900 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life A/C AUTO 5dr. Panacotta, only 4,900 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr. Red met, only 2.000 miles 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 FORD Focus C-Max Zetec 2.0 AUTO 5dr. Met mintgreen, only 4300 miles! 

New £17,172 Ours £6,975 Saving £10,197 
06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Sport 5dr. Grey met, only 2,500 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,500 
06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Expression AUTO 5dr. Met blue, only 1760 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5dr. Met black, only 2500 miles! 

New £10,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.65 dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 1,500 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £7,500 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Red met, only 4,500 miles! 

New £16,795 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,000 
58 09 FORD Fusion 1.4 5dr Style AUTO. Red met, only 1,000 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £7,475 Saving £3,500 
06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique AUTO. Gold met, only 2,700 miles 

New £16,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,500 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Style Climate AUTO. Blue met, only 3,700 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £4,000 
06 56 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec AUTO MPV. Blue met, only 4,500 miles 

New £17,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £10,000 
06 56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5dr. Blue met, only 5,600 miles 

New £13,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £6,500 
08 58 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5dr. Blue met, only 3,000 miles! 

New £10,175 Ours £7,975 Saving £2,200 
09 58 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life (A/C). Silver met, only 741 miles 

New £12,975 Ours £8,475 Saving £4,500 
09 58 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 5dr Hatch. Black met, only 2,600 miles 

New £10,475 Ours £8,475 Saving £2,000 
08 08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 5dr SE. Blue met, only 4,800 miles! 

New £11,475 Ours £8,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 5dr Life. Silver met, only 1,700 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £5,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 5dr club AUTO. Silver met, only 400 miles! 

New £11,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 5dr VTR. Blue met, only 2,200 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £9,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style+ 5dr. Black met, only 650 miles 
. New £12,97 Ours £10,475 Saving £2,500^ 


—^ BRIDGEND 

nPEN PHONE 01656 650446 

V 1 EAV A4 EEC C40444 




FAX 01656 649441 

SOUTH RD/COWBRIDGE RD, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3UL 
bridgend@gills4cars.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Weekdays 9-6 Saturday 9-5 I 
Sunday 10.30-4 


Finance Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


MAESTEG 


PHONE 01656 733149 / NOl/l/ nr> 

FAX 01656 735516 7/1/ M 


FAX 01656 735518 

LLWYDARTH RD, 
MAESTEG CF34 9EY 
sales@gills4cars.com 
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New-look back 
row may hold 
key to unlock 
green fortress 

BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 




O N January 28, 

1882, Wales played 
their first ever 
international rugby 
match at Lansdowne 
Road, Dublin, whitewash¬ 
ing Ireland with four tries 
(two converted) in what 
contemporary accounts 
described as a heated 
affair - ironic considering 
it was billed as a ‘friend¬ 
ly’ taster the year before 
the Four Nations formally 
came into being! 

It set the pattern for all future 
clashes between these two close, 
but proudly competitive Celtic 
cousins, with precious little 
quarter given on the field, but 
intense rivalry replaced by 
warm camaraderie off it, once 
the final whistle went! 

The result has been some 
memorable moments over the 
127 years and 112 meetings 
since then, which have seen 
Wales go on to record 62 wins 
to Ireland’s 46, with six matches 
drawn. 

With rare exceptions, they 
have been close-fought in every 
sense of the word - with often 
only a few points separating the 
two teams at the end, as typified 
by last year’s cliff-hanger at the 
Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, 
when only Stephen Jones’ ago¬ 
nisingly short penalty attempt in 
the dying seconds handed the 
Irish a 17-15 victory and their 
first Grand Slam for 61 years. 

The year before, it was Wales 
who edged the honours by 16- 
12 on the way to their second 
Grand Slam in three years (in 
their 2005 Grand Slam year, the 
result was 32-20). 

However, despite this and 
Wales’ dominating record over¬ 
all in terms of victories between 
the two sides, with 1,317 points 


scored compared to Ireland’s 
1,189, they have managed to 
scrape only three wins out of 11 
in the last nine years, beginning 
with a 23-19 success in 2000. 

It is a sobering thought for 
Welsh fans ahead of this week¬ 
end’s 115th clash in Dublin, that 
statistics show the rest of the 
decade firmly belongs to the 
Irish, who have prevailed in 
some notable encounters, 
including five in a row from 
2001 (36-6), 2002 (54-10), 2003 
(25-24), and 2004 (36-15). 

Not forgetting, of course, the 
convincing 31-5 result in 2006 
that dashed any hopes of a back- 
to-back Welsh Grand Slam. 

So the Welsh camp can be 
under no illusions about the 
scale of the fierce challenge that 
awaits them at the Croke Park 
fortress, on Saturday. 

Ireland saw their dream of a 
historic back-to-back Grand 
Slam crushed by the title-hun¬ 
gry French, but have since got 
their Triple Crown bid back on 
track and will be confident of 
continuing their recent record 
against a Wales side, chronically 
prone to error and still shorn of 
key first choice personnel. 

That is not to say, of course, 
that this undoubtedly gifted but 
frustrating young Welsh squad 
are not fully capable of making 
a mockery of statistics. Man for 
man, the gap between the two 
sides does not yawn wide. 

However, as Wales have 
already been reminded to their 
cost in this year’s Six Nations, 
individual talent by itself is not 
enough to prevail against the 
big boys in the playground - 
unless part of a concentrated 
and cohesive team effort, under¬ 
lined by precise, error-free and 
disciplined application for the 
whole of 80 minutes. 

The Welsh players now have 
just two opportunities left in this 
current campaign to prove they 


can put a complete team per¬ 
formance together, free of those 
persistent lapses in concentra¬ 
tion that have stymied their dis¬ 
plays so far. 

If not, they will find the bat¬ 
tle-hardened Irish every bit as 
unforgiving as the French - and 
an improving Italy would then 
relish the opportunity to cause 
yet another upset at the 
Millennium Stadium in a poten¬ 
tial tussle for the dreaded 
Wooden Spoon. 

As the cliche goes, there is 
still much to play for, and faced 
with a continuing casualty list, 
head coach Warren Gatland has 
had some hard thinking to do - 
particularly in the pack, before 
announcing the team to face 
Ireland. 

His problems have been com¬ 
pounded by injuries to Mike 
Phillips and skipper Ryan Jones, 
who is replaced by Gloucester 
captain Gareth Delve, hitherto 
not even in the Six Nations 
squad. Luke Charteris reclaims 
his second row spot, while 
Matthew Rees returns as hooker. 

Skippering the team at open 
side, in Ryan Jones’ absence is 
Martyn Williams, who with 
Delve and Jonathan Thomas 
will be taking on the formidable 
Irish trio, in a back row contest 
that may well have a decisive 
bearing on the outcome. 

WALES TEAM: 

Lee Byrne; Leigh Halfpenny, 
James Hook, 

Jamie Roberts, Shane 
Williams; Stephen Jones, Richie 
Rees; Paul James, Matthew 
Rees, Adam Jones, Bradley 
Davies, Luke Charteris, 
Jonathan Thomas, Martyn 
Williams 

(captain), Gareth Delve. 
Replacements: Huw Bennett, 
Rhys Gill, Ian Gough, Sam 
Warburton, Dwayne Peel, 
Andrew Bishop, Tom Shanklin. 


JJ 
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In-form Athletic 
take their revenge 
against Narberth 


NARBERTH 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 


8 

21 


by MARK DAVIES 


their belt and confi¬ 
dence high. 


HAVING been beat¬ 
en twice previously 
by the Otters, at 
home in the league 

FT 1 "^ ^ 00t * 10 ’ t * ‘ n die Athletic seven minutes threw 
the oWALLL Gup, half and were awarded a everything at the Athletic 
Bridgend Athletic penalty at a ruck. Hooker line, but fantastic 
travelled to west Stuart Nation was sent defence kept them out to 
Wales with a String off f° r 10 minutes for leave the score at half- 
of victories under foolishly debating the time 14-5 to Bridgend 
point with the referee. Athletic. 

Despite being down to For the first 15 min- 
14 men, the Athletic won utes of the second half, 
The visitors kicked off a penalty which Lewis most of the play took 
with a light breeze kicked up to the Narberth place between the two 
behind them. They were 22. The forwards duly 10-metre lines. Narberth 
quickly able to establish WO n the lineout and the broke the deadlock and 
a lineout on the Narberth Fall was spun out to the forced their way into the 
22. From the home side’s backs for centre Rob Athletic 22 and won a 
throw-in, the Athletic Coles to make a fine out- penalty for offside 
forwards stole the ball side break. He released which Davies converted.’ 
and quick passing across the ball to Lindsay From the restart, the 
the back line found out- MacCausland, support- home side were able to 

S1 2 e_h u a1 ^ ? t6Ver ! u C u W1S J ing on his inside ’ for the once again put together a 
who had looped behind wing to score under the period of pressure which 
his centres and into a gap pos ts. The try was con- the Athletic were able to 
in the Narberth defence verted by Steven Lewis. 

" The Athletic contin- 


to open the scoring with 


resist. They broke out of 
defence and good han- 


a fine try which he duly ue d to put pressure on dling led t0 a kick ahead 
converted. 1VT — 1 —--* 1 ——- + - 


Narberth with some great by 


Lindsay 


Narberth soon hit back kicks for position^by MacCausland which sup" 
a p 0rdn g full-back 


and from a cross kick, both Lewis and full-back 
the home winger caught Michael Hathaway, 


the ball and managed to which kept the home side ^sed^own to^scoreWs 

teak a tackle and hand pi „„ e d in their half. “sot 

° n , Davles for Eventually, with time conve rt ed from the 

the full-back to score in running out in the half, touc hline by Steve 

* , i ^ Lewis. 

way into the Athletic 22 The Athletic lost Sean 
and for the remaining williams for 10 minutes 


the corner. The try went Narberth forced their 
unconverted. 

From the restart. 

Narberth established a 


Preservation the 
name of the game? 


I T’S all very well 
the Welsh rugby 
team giving a 
20-point start to 
some sides, but to 
do it against the 
formidable French 
was suicidal. 

It begs the question 
just how does it happen? 
I think I can remember 
from when I was playing 
rugby, at a fairly high 
level, and I don’t think 
things have changed that 
much since then. 

You are threatened by 
one or two of the oppo¬ 


sition and your first 
instinct is self-preserva¬ 
tion - ie get rid of the 
ball asap - and transfer 
the ball to another of 
your side who then has 
the problem! 

It’s called ‘self-preser¬ 
vation’ and no amount of 
coaching is going to 
alter that (unless your 
name is JPR!). 

It is a shame that this 
attractive side is not 
going to win as many 
games as it should, but 
that’s the way it is. 

Ian M Jewell, 
Cowbridge 


Porthcawl left in traps as Tonna get a flyer 


TONNA’S lowly 
league position 
might have been 
disbelieved by those 
watching this 

match, as they 
played at a level 
unseen this season, 
showing purpose 
and drive to rock 
the Seaweeds back 
on their heels. 

It all started so well, 
as wing Rhys Jones 
made a darting 70-metre 
run down the right 
touchline before he was 
hauled down just short. 

However they found 


themselves 17 points 
adrift after 20 minutes to 
three home tries, the 
third of which was con¬ 
verted. 

The lead was richly 
deserved as Tonna’s 
opening intensity set the 
tone and caught the 
Seaweeds napping. 

It took the old 
warhorse Tevita 

Manaseitava to start the 
fight-back as he sprinted 
over at the right comer 
following a flowing 
move by the Porthcawl 
backs, creating the space 
out wide. 

Wil Gallifant’s 
almighty touchline con- 


| TONNA 24 PORTHCAWL 24 | 

version crowned a fine ther converted home try, 
try for 17-7 to the home and the travelling South 
side. Road faithful found it all 

The half-time pep talk hard to take in at 24-10. 
from coach Smith was At times Porthcawl’s 
designed to bring a approach to playing 
greater focus from his rugby was exciting to 
side and when watch, yet too often poor 
Gallifant’s second sue- decisions or dropped 
cessful goal, a penalty passes saw chances go 
for 40 metres, brought begging, 
the score to 17-10, there That said, the side 
was only one score in it. does show a huge 
However, it was amount of grit when 
Tonna who struck again, required and with skip- 
as woeful Porthcawl per acting skipper Blair 
defence, a feature of the Driscoll summoning up 
match alongside poor all his experience with 
handling, allowed a fur- some commendable 


leadership, allied to a 
workmanlike perform¬ 
ance from No.8 Matt 
Davies, a tremendous 
forward drive saw tight 
head Nathan Jones pop 
up to score a glorious try 
under the posts. 

Gallifant converted as 
Porthcawl reduced the 
deficit to just the one 
score late into the final 
quarter. 

It was nigh on injury 
time when Porthcawl 
finally got back on terms 
and again it was some 
very direct approach 
play that opened up the 
space for lock Richard 
Hnyda to dive over at the 


sticks for a try that need¬ 
ed Gallifant’s conversion 
to seal at least a draw at 
24-apiece. 

The full-back did have 
one final chance, with 
just seconds left, to steal 
a result but his 55-metre 
penalty kick fell short 
and that was that. 

It could have been a 
better or worse day at 
the office for Porthcawl, 
but the grit they showed 
in coming back so 
strongly will instill con¬ 
fidence in a side that has 
lacked that particular 
quality in recent match¬ 
es. 

Chris Wintle 


for handling in the ruck 
and, from the ensuing 
penalty, Narberth won 
the lineout and drove 
over the Athletic line but 
the ball was ruled to be 
held up. 

A number of scrums 
followed, but Narberth 
were unable to crack the 
Athletic defence and 
eventually ran out of 


time to save the match. 

This win meant that 
the Athletic remain 
unbeaten in 2010, with a 
string of five league vic¬ 
tories, as well as a win in 
a friendly match away 
against Division Two 
leaders Maesteg. 

The league victories 
include wins in the last 
two weeks at home 
against second-place 
Whitland and away at 
third-place Bonymaen. 

The Athletic have 
amassed 23 league points 
in their last six league 
fixtures, starting with the 
Boxing Day draw at the 
Brewery Field. This is a 
record only bettered in 
the division by current 
leaders Tonmawr. 

This is testament to 
the great team spirit and 
a willingness to work 
untiringly for one anoth¬ 
er that has grown within 
the squad this season, as 
they have worked under 
the guidance of coaches 
Paul Yardley, Dai 
Williams and John 
Apsee, with the unstint¬ 
ing support of the health 
and logistics team of 
Paul Hearne, Sam Apsee, 
Bob Lewis, Phil 
Goodwin and Neil 
Minchington. 

Following the Six 
Nations, the Ath’s next 
league game is at home 
to Felinfoel on Saturday, 
March 27. 

Also on that day, the 
Youth team continue the 
defence of the Webb 
Ellis Welsh Youth Cup 
with a semi-final tie at 
Caerphilly. 


Rain or shine... 

r Lf Bridgend 

/GOLF 

L #9 Complex 

Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 
£80.00 for 6 
Why not 

Book a course? 

, Sandra Bale and staff extend a warm 

welcome to beginners and experienced golfers alike. 

| See our resident golf professional, Steve Gough, 

J for expert instruction. 


• Nine-hole pay & play 

• No membership fees 

• No handicap necessary yf 

• All weather floodlit driving range yTtS^J&r. 

• Professional tuition available 

• Junior Group Lessons 4 

• Senior and Ladies 7 Mornings 

• PGA-approved golf shop 

• All equipment available for hire ^ 

• LOYALTY SCHEME AVAILABLE 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 

18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
9 holes £7.00,18 holes £10.50 
Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
i,, opposite Bridgend Ford 


































